Wildlife Concerns and Land Use
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Background

* Came back to the farm several years ago,
6t" generation

e Still continue to do wildlife work with private
landowners

* Manage and/or consult over 1300 acres of wildlife
habitat in and around proposed area
— Extremely concerned about the effects on wildlife
— Will affect the existing land use

— After review of the evidence presented, literature cited,
and additional literature, concerns are warranted -
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Why do we still have concerns??

* Not much scientific evidence presented to
alleviate concerns

* Avian Report — Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 103
— Methods
— Species Richness
— Bird Use
— Raptor Nest Survey
— Results/Lack of Analysis
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Seasonal Timing of Counts

Stated “Spring, Fall, and Winter would be seasons of
high bird use”

Summer may be the most important season to sample,
includes assemblage of birds that breed and nest here

They state multiple times in the report that suitable
nesting habitat exists outside of the tilled agricultural
acres

Significant flaw to leave out breeding/nesting birds
when establishing a baseline
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An Index as a measure of Species
Richness and “Bird Use”

* What is an Index

— Abundance estimator
* NOT a population estimate

* Indices used to track changes over time, not
compare between sites
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Species Richness

* Could have controlled for this variation by

having similar number of visits and surveys
per season

* Simple statistical tests can show which
variables explain the variation in the
dependent variable (species richness)

11
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Detection Probability & Indices

* The probability that you detect every individual
within a population
— Availability
— Detection by observer

* Varies by species, habitat, observer, timing, and
many other factors

* Without correction you have a negative bias or
underestimation of the variable being measure

(ie. Bird use or species richness)
13
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Analysis and Results

Reported a simple proportion by use per 20min
survey

The way this data is reported is not in line with
any peer-reviewed scientific literature

No statistical tests used or adjustments made for
detection probability

— Other variables collected not used in analysis

— Statistical tests and adjustments allow for stronger
inference

Indices SHOULD NOT be used to compare sites

15
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Owils

Important raptors in the area
No attempt to survey

Most owl species in IL are nocturnal or
crepuscular

Cannot include species in your analysis that are
not appropriate for the survey methods use

17
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Raptor Nest Surveys

2 raptor nests found in 2009, 2 in 2014
Know of 2 additional nests in 2014

Detection probability and just because they are not
observed does not mean they are not present

2 species of state-endangered raptors nest on the ground
— Northern Harrier & Short-Eared Owl
— Not accounted for during nest surveys

21
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Literature Cited in Avian Report

11 websites or documents that they pull
general information from

* 52 are similar reports by private companies
mostly for the use of the wind industry and a
few governmental agencies

— Not peer-reviewed or published, not released to
the public

— Mr. VanDeWalle even stated he was not given all
the information and data available

23
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IDNR Recommendations

* Group of well-educated, trained, and
experienced professionals

* Applicant disregarded many recommendations

* Fall curtailment period (Rec. #5)

— IDNR proposed the months of Aug, Sept, and Oct,

while the wind energy developer plans to only curtail
through Oct 7th,

25
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IDNR Recommendations

* Incidental take permit (Rec #7)
— STATE agency requested they obtain STATE permit

* Aquatic Studies (Rec #12-15)
— Concerns legitimate
— No existing research doesn’t mean no effect
— Beginning research often based on anecdotal findings

— As the entity exploiting the resource they should be
the leader in research, ensuring that the industry is
not harmful in any way

27
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UCLC Exhibit 13 —
Livingston County
Comprehensive
Plan
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UCLC Exhibit 13 -
Livingston County
Comprehensive
Plan
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