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1 .
5 I NDEX OF PRESENTERS o 1 (Commencing at 6:29 p.m.)
; 208 2 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: We can go ahead and get
) S“Egﬂ%@%i VR BLAZER L g%g% 3 going this evening. Chuck, roll call please.
c éjDESTl(JNs BY M5, SCHROF............ ... 2785 4 MR. SCHOPP: Thisisthe March 16th, 2015,
g ENRY GAUWTZ .o 2788 5 continuation hearing of Livingston County Zoning
%Eéﬂ BB MR Bt R e 2199 6 Board of Appeals review of the Livingston County
7 QUESTIONS BY 5. SEVERSCN. ..o 2794 7 Zoning Case SU-7-14, Pleasant Ridge Energy, LLC,
8 LINDA AMBROBE...........oovooe 2796 8 Pleasant Ridge Wind Energy Project.
9 RICKMLLER .. ...\t 2811 H
ESTI ONS BY MR ~LUETKEHANS. ... ... ... 2821 9 Michael Cornale.
10 ESTIONS BY MR. HAYES. ................ 2821 10 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Here.
11 JULIAFOSDICK. . oo e 2824 . i
ESTI ONS BY MR ~LUETKEHANS. .. 1. .0 2833 11 MR. SCHOPP: John Vitzthum.
12 QUESTIONS BY Mo SEVERSON. ... ... 2835 12 MR.VITZTHUM: Here.
13 QUESTIONS BY M5. SCHROF................ 2837 " Ri i i
E21 SRR BY M CRVASHR CHETS 13 MR. SCHOPP: Richard Kiefer. Diana
14 QUESTIONS BY M5, CHERI KAISNER ........ 2840 14 |verson.
15 KAREN BRANZ. .. ..ot 2843 15 MS. IVERSON: Here.
16 LARRY FOSDICK. . ..ot 2846 . i
ESTIONS BY MR BLAZER ............... 2853 16 MR. SCHOPP: Howard Zimmerman.
17 %Eéﬂ oS BY N SRS 11l 2085 17 MR. ZIMMERMAN: Here.
18 ESTI ONS BY MR HAYES................. 2858 18 MR. SCHOPP: Joan Huisman. Shewill be
19 ROBERT LENZ. ..\, 2862 i ' i i
BER . TR 2862 19 coming late. We know she's coming. And Gibs
20 ESTIONS BY MR BITTINER. ... ........... 2867 20 Nielsen.
21 CINDY KAISNER . ..o, 2869 21 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, take this
22 ED MAUBACH. . oot oot 2872 22 opportunity to welcome everybody here tonight.
23 23 Lookslike our crowd isalittle bit smaller than
24 24 usua. Everybody istaking advantage of the nice
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1 weather. 1 MR. BLAZER: Mr. Chairman, if | can just
2 A few things we need to take care of. 2 ask aquick question, the onesthat you just listed
3 First thing, we've got some exhibits that we need to 3 that weren't accepted, | assume those aren't being
4 work on. Most important thing that | want to put 4 accepted because the witness that | asked about
5 out there this evening, and thisis very important 5 those, which was Mr. Punch, wasn't familiar with
6 for everyone, it has come to the time within this 6 them and couldn't authenticate them. | assumeI'm
7 hearing process that we need to obviously look at 7 not foreclosed from bringing another witnessin
8 finishing up the process. 8 later who can authenticate them. Because
9 Having said that, we are going to have 9 technically | didn't even offer them because he
10 March the 25th, that's next week, our hearing next 10 wasn't familiar with them.
11 week, it's going to be the final evening for 11 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, welll
12 interested parties to sign up, okay? That doesn't 12 reserve the opportunity on that, but with a reminder
13 mean you have to testify, you won't testify at that 13 that the rebuttal side of the hearing processis not
14 point, but you need to -- you need to be on the 14 an attempt to introduce more evidence.
15 list. Soyou must, you must, and we're not going 15 MR. BLAZER: | understand that.
16 back on this, you must sign up by March the 25th 16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Pleasant
17 meeting. And we will till be available -- you 17 Ridge Exhibit 295, Methods and Criteriafor Night
18 still will be available to sign up on March the 18 Noise Skylines for Europe we accepted. County
19 25th, but after that hearing, you will not be 19 accepts Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 299, hearings before
20 alowed to sign up. 20 the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin, Docket
21 The same goes for both counsdl. | want to 21 No. 6630-CE-302. County accepts Pleasant Ridge
22 tell you guysthat's going to be your final 22 Exhibit 318 asthe Adverse Health Effects of
23 opportunity to disclose who you may present as 23 Industrial Wind Turbines written by Jerry Punch and
24 witnesses. So if they're not disclosed by that 24 Richard James. County accepts Donald Harm's Exhibit
Page 2778 Page 2780
1 point, they will not be allowed. All right? 1 1 dated 2/18/15 as a three page document -- two page
2 WEe'll go ahead and get our exhibits taken 2 document with some financial statistics. County
3 into evidence and then we'll go ahead and proceed. 3 accepts Brad Steidinger Exhibit 1, the Impact of
4 All right, this looks like Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 4 Wind Farm Development on Residential Property in
5 6A. Thisisalegend from the setback map. 5 Livingston County, Illinois. The county accepts
6 Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 226, it's lllinois 6 Hayes Exhibit 1, the result of an acoustic testing
7 Administrative Code 901.102, we did not accept that | 7 program, Cape Bridgewater Wind Farm, dated November
8 asan exhibit. Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 280 isthe 8 26, 2014. County accepts Hayes Exhibit No. 2 asthe
9 Environmental Review Tribunal, Case No. 13-102to | 9 Reviews of Acoustic Testing Program at Cape
10 13-104, we did not accept that as an exhibit. 10 Bridgewater Wind Farm.
11 Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 285, another Environmental |11 MR. BLAZER: Mr. Chairman, for the record,
12 Review Tribunal, Case No. 13-070 to 13-075, we did |12 1'm going to object to both of those. Mr. Hayes
13 not accept that as an exhibit. Pleasant Ridge 13 didn't evidence any -- I'm sorry, never mind. He
14 Exhibit 287, Environmental Review Tribunal, Case No. |14 was questioning Mr. Punch about them.
15 13-096, we did not accept that as an exhibit. 15 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: County accepts Hayes
16 Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 288, Environmental Review |16 Exhibit No. 3 as further comments on the Cape
17 Tribunal, Case No. 10-121/10-122, we did not accept |17 Bridgewater Wind Farm study, Muddying the Waters,
18 that asan exhibit. Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 290, 18 the Cooper report on the Cape Bridgewater Wind Farm
19 it'salega proceeding, ahearing August 27 and 28 |19 iswell-documented and states exactly what it does,
20 of 2012 by Meridian Energy Limited, proceedingsin |20 by Paul Schomer. County accepts Hayes Exhibit No.
21 front of Judge M. Harland, we did not accept thisas |21 4, Investigation of the Acoustic Impact of Pacific
22 an exhibit. Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 293, Queen's 22 Hydro's Wind Turbines at Cape Bridgewater, Victoria,
23 Bench of Saskatchewan, dated 10/7/2010, we did not |23 Australia, Participant Resident Statement, 21
24 accept as an exhibit. 24 January 2015.
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1 All right, that's all the witnesses -- or 1 else? Any questionsyou would have?
2 dl the exhibits, I'm sorry. Rough night tonight. 2 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: well go and ask some
3 All right, we'll go ahead and get started 3 other individuals. They may have some questions.
4 this evening with Suzanne Bell. Is Suzanne Béll 4 |sthat pretty much it?
5 availablein the audience this evening? Good 5 MS. BELL: Yeah, | just wanted to -- you
6 evening, Ms. Bell. 6 know, we're very happy to have them around most of
7 MS. Bell: Good evening. 7 thetime--
8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: | would liketo swear | 8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay, al right.
9 or afirm you. 9 MS. BELL: -- and they don't bother us.
10 (Ms. Suzanne Bell was duly sworn.) 10 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, do we have
11 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, canyou |11 any questions at thistime? County have any
12 please state your name and address for our court 12 questions? All right, any units of -- do units of
13 reporter, and you may proceed. 13 local government or school districts here this
14 MS. BELL: My nameis Suzanne Bell, and| |14 evening have any questions for Ms. Bell? All right.
15 live at 15209 North 200 Avenue, Altona, Illinois, 15 Mr. Blazer or Mr. Luetkehans, do you have any for --
16 whichisin Henry County. And what else, sir? 16 QUESTIONSBY
17 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Go ahead with your |17 MR. BLAZER:
18 statement. 18 Q. Just acouple of quick questions, maam.
19 MS. BELL: Okay. Wehaveoneturbineon |19 The project, it'san Invenergy project?
20 our farm and we have within our house -- our turbine |20  A. Yes.
21 isafourth of amile from our house and we havetwo |21 Q. Isthat the Bishop Hill project in --
22 that are half amile from our house and five of them |22 A. Yes, itis, uh-huh.
23 that are three-fourths of amile from our house. 23 Q. How long have the turbines been there?
24 And at this point we never hardly ever hear them, 24  A. | think ourshasbeen -- we were one of
Page 2782 Page 2784
1 unlesswe're outside and the wind isreal strong, we 1 thelast onesto have them built in that area. |
2 might hear a swish, a swish, but never anything 2 think it's been there about three years.
3 loud, and they do not bother us. 3 Q. AndhasInvenergy ever told you that you
4 We have -- Invenergy has their building 4 shouldn't contact them or complain if you have any
5 that they keep all of their equipment and thingsin 5 issues?
6 about, oh, two and a half to three miles from us. 6 A. No.
7 And one day last fall | got a telephone call and 7 MR. BLAZER: Okay, that'sal | have, sir.
8 they said it was -- it was from Invenergy, and | 8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Mr.
9 said, well, yes, what can | help you with? And the 9 Luetkehans, do you have anything?
10 gentleman said we've been up to your turbinewith a, |10 QUESTIONSBY
11 a-- what do they call that they take up there and 11 MR. LUETKEHANS:
12 pick up stuff with, the big machine? | can't even 12 Q. Ms. Bdll, thanksfor coming. What -- did
13 think of the name. 13 someone contact you and tell you about this hearing?
14 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Crane. 14  A. Yes
15 MS. BELL: Crane, thereyou go, thank you. |15 Q. Who contacted you?
16 Anyway, he said we had to come up to your turbine |16  A. Our Invenergy guys.
17 and repair. We had to bring aturbine -- or a 17 Q. Okay.
18 crane, and it -- we made some damage in your crop |18 MR. LUETKEHANS: Thank you very much.
19 that we haven't fixed yet. And he said | want you 19 Appreciate your time.
20 to have Duane go up and check and seeif we do need |20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Arethere
21 to have aclaim made for damageto your property. |21 any other interested partiesin the audience this
22 Sothey arevery good that way. 22 evening with questions for Ms. Bell?
23 | -- we'rereal happy to have our turbine. 23 MR. LUETKEHANS: Takethisone. | don't
24 There'salot of them around us. Isthere anything 24 need to say anything.
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1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Just stateyour name | 1 you're talking about, by Geneseo. |sthat the same
2 for usand you can go ahead. 2 group?
3 MS. SCHROF: I'm Sharon Schrof, Forrest, 3 A. No.
4 Illinois. | have aqguestion for you. Since-- 4 Q. No, okay. Aretherefewer by Geneseo?
5 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: If youcanholdthe | 5 A. Oh, yeah, there'sonly two or three over
6 microphone closer. 6 there. They usethem for their own purposes.
7 MS. SCHROF: Okay. 7 Q. Andthose aren't by the town because
8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: A lot of pressure. | 8 they're beside the interstate.
9 QUESTIONS BY 9 A. Yeah.
10 MS. SCHROF: 10 Q. Sotheclosest that you're talking about,
11 Q. My question for you is how close -- we're 11 that would be pretty far away from populated areas.
12 avery populated areawhere there'sgoingtobe 136 (12 A. Uh-huh.
13 turbines and you're talking about one. They're 13 Q. That'skind of what | wanted to know. And
14 awfully closeto your house, I'm surprised at your |14 thank you so much.
15 thoughts, but | wanted to ask you all this. 15  A. Okay.
16  A. Afourth of amile. | meanthereis-- 16 Q. Now I'vegot to give her ahug just
17 I'm not sure how many there aretotal becausethey |17 because.
18 godown Route 17 and they go into Galva partly, so |18 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody elsein the
19 it's-- and then they go north of usquiteaways. |19 audience with questions. Anybody else? All right,
20 | would say theremust be-- isthereahundred |20 county staff? Do we have any questions, any other?
21 thereor more? Yeah, theresmorethan ahundredin (21 All right. Ms. Bell, thank you for coming. Have a
22 that area. 22 good evening.
23 Q. Okay. And how many towns beside Galva? |23 Next on my list | have Hank Gauwitz,
24 How many towns are near there? 24  G-A-U-W-I-T-Z. All right, Mr. Gauwitz, can | go
Page 2786 Page 2788
1 A. Bishop Hill. 1 ahead and get you sworn in?
2 Q. Right. And how close are they to Bishop 2 (Mr. Henry Gauwitz was duly sworn.)
3 Hill? What's the -- 3 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Canyou
4  A. They're--1think two and a half miles. 4 please state your name and address for our court
5 Q. They'reset back two and a half miles? 5 reporter and then go ahead whenever you're ready.
6 A. |think that waswhat they -- that the 6 MR. GAUWITZ: Henry Gauwitz, 1317 Fourth
7 residentsof Bishop Hill requested that they bethat | 7 Street, Lacon, lllinois, L-A-C-O-N. I'vebeena
g far away from them. 8 Marshall County board member for the last two and a
9 Q. Andyou'refrom Galva, | know that. | 9 half years. We had a project that was about a third
10 know you're from Galva. How -- what'sthe setback |10 of the size of this project and receives over
11 from Galva? Do you have any idea? 11 $700,000 in tax revenue from it. These dollars have
12 A. Oh, from Galva, they'reset back further. |12 helped the following projectsto receive grants and
13 Theclosest oneswould be south of Galvaright on |13 move forward with the additional revenue: new
14 17. They'reprobably -- I don't think they'rea |14 firehousein town; new roof, windows, air
15 mile, but they're maybe half a mile, three-fourths |15 conditioning in the middle school; renovations to
16 of amilefrom town. 16 the high school with new lockers, floor covering,
17 Q. Now, how bigis Galva? 17 roof repair.
18  A. Galvaisabout 2800 people. 18 I work for alabor management group that's
19 Q. Okay. And how bigisBishop Hill? 19 comprised of contractor associations and local
20 A. Oh, about 300. 20 unionsworking together to bring jobsin the area,
21 Q. Okay. What other towns are nearby? 21 put loca people and contractorsto work. This
22 A. There'snone, except Woodhull and that's |22  project gives this county the opportunity to bring 1
23 quiteawaysaway. 23 to$2 million to its treasury for a number of years.
24 Q. Now, I've seen these things, the ones 24 It also encourages economic development in terms of
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1 increased jobs, services, selling materials and 1 operating?
2 supplies. Thereareasoroad improvementsduring | 2 A. About eight years. It wasa split job
3 and after completion of the project that could be 3  between Marshall and Stark. Part of it'sin Stark
4 over $1 millioninvaue. Theroad commissioners | 4 County, part of it'sin Marshall County.
5 could verify the amounts. 5 Q. Andthrough that eight years, have you
6 The economic development benefits could be | 6 yourself heard of anyone complain of any health
7 1to$2 million for the county. The average 7 impacts from that wind farm?
8 worker'ssalary, 70 to 80 hours aweek, could be 8 A. Therehaven't -- therehasn't been --
9 between 40 and $50,000. Workersin similar projects | 9 therehasn't been any problems of any type.
10 have been over 200 employees with apeak of 400. |10 Anything that needed to be addressed or the clay
11 These people would be buying meals, gasolineand |11 tileor theroadsor anything else for maintenance,
12 other supplies while working on the project. This |12 it'sbeen addressed and been taken care of.
13 committee could also check with the other projects |13 MR. BLAZER: All right. That'sall |
14 that you guys have had before in the area on the 14 have, sir.
15 benefits and the income from the last wind farm 15 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Mr. Luetkehans, do you
16 project for comparison on some of the numbersthat| |16 have anything?
17 presented tonight. 17 QUESTIONSBY
18 The second sheet that isin the handout 18 MR. LUETKEHANS:
19 that | passed around isacopy of how everythingis |19 Q. Mr. Gauwitz, how close do you live to the
20 broken down for one wind turbine from the 20 nearest wind turbine?
21 treasurer's office, so what the fire department 21 A. They'reprobably eight, eight to nine
22 gets, what the school gets, that sort of thing. 22 milesaway because| livein Lacon and they'reon
23 That'soneturbine. 23 top of thehill, on top of the bluff.
24 The second page. There are 60 towers. It 24 Q. Okay, sothey're on top of the bluff.
Page 2790 Page 2792
1 showsthe property taxes for one payment. Thereare | 1 What'sthe largest town in Marshall?
2 two payments, you'd have to doubleit, but it shows | 2 A. Lacon, which is 2200, which iswhere|
3 $358,064.05, so double that and that's what the 3 live
4 county gets per year for those towers. 4 Q. Andyou said the other county was Star or
5 We never had any major problemsin the 5 Stark?
6 area. If something got messed up, it got addressed, | 6  A. Stark.
7 it got fixed. Never had any problems. The roads 7 Q. Couldyou say that again?
8 arein better shape than they were when it 8 A. ST-A-R-K.
9 originaly started. 9 Q. Thank you. What'sthe largest town in
10 | thank you for the opportunity to present 10 Stark?
11 tothe county board. 11 A. Theclosest onetothewind farmis
12 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: very good, thank you. |12 Wyoming, Illinois.
13 Do we have any questions for Mr. Gauwitz? Anything? |13 Q. Okay. And how far is Wyoming from the
14 All right. Units of local government, school 14 wind farm?
15 districts, anybody out there in the audience? All 15  A. It'sprobably fiveor six miles.
16 right, counsel on either side? 16 Q. Andhow many people livein Wyoming
17 QUESTIONS BY 17 approximately?
18 MR.BLAZER: 18 A. You'd--you'd bebetter off to
19 Q. Mr. Gauwitz, just redly quickly, and 19 crossreferenceamap. You know, maybe a thousand.
20 let'sjust limit it to, first of al, thewind farm 20 Q. Okay, but it's smaller than Lacon?
21 that you'retalking about, is that the Camp Grove 21 A. Yeah.
22 Wind Farm? 22 Q. All right, and how far is-- and is it
23 A. Yes Sr. 23 Lacon, L-A-C-O-N, isthat where you live?
24 Q. How long hasthat wind farm been 24  A. That'swherel live.
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1 Q. Andthat'sthe biggest townin Marshal, 1 A. Havethem -- havethem look on what | gave
2 correct? 2 them.
3 A. That'sthebiggest town in the county. 3 Q. Soisit 8 percent, 10 percent?
4 Q. Okay. And how far isLacon from the wind 4 A. | havenoidea.
5 farm? 5 Q. Okay. Okay. So arethewind turbines
6 A. Youasked methat, and it'seight to -- 6 theretaxed at that percent?
7 eight tonine miles. 7  A. They'retaxed at thelevel that the state
8 Q. Okay, I'msorry. | wasasking earlier how 8 allowsthewind turbinesto betaxed at, and that's
9 far your house was, so the answer is the same for 9 dtate, throughout the whole state.
10 both in essence? 10 MS. SEVERSON: Very good, thank you.
11 A. Yeah. 11 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody eseinthe
12 Q. Okay. 12 audience with questions? Anybody? County staff, do
13 A. And Sparland, Illinois, isacrossthe 13 you have anything? Mr. Gauwitz, thank you.
14 river, which goesup tothetop of thehill, and the |14  A. Thank you, sir.
15 towersareprobably likethree milesfrom there, |15 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Let therecord indicate
16 fromthetown. There'sanumber of residents 16 the county will accept Gauwitz Exhibit 1. It'sa
17 scattered all throughout that that have -- you know, |17 three page document. The heading on the first page
18 that livein thefarm area. 18 isGreat Plains LECET.
19 Q. Youknow what, can you say again? | think |19 Linda Ambrose available this evening?
20 someonewas making some noiseand | don't think |20 Linda Ambrose. Could | get you sworn in?
21 either her or | heard it, soif you want to say what |21 (Ms. Linda Ambrose was duly sworn.)
22 you were saying again at the end, I'm sorry? 22 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, please state
23 A. Okay, there'speoplethat live out where 23 your name and address for our court reporter and
24 theturbinesarethroughout the county, throughout |24 then you can go ahead whenever you're ready.
Page 2794 Page 2796
1 thefarmland area. 1 MS. AMBROSE: Okay, Linda Ambrose, 19840
2 Q. Okay. And some of those people have 2 East 300 North Road, Fairbury. When most companies
3 actually leased or provided, allowed the wind 3 want to start up their businessin an area, the city
4 turbinesto be on their land, correct? 4 officials offer them tax breaks or other incentives
5 A. Yes dr. 5 tolocateintheir city. There arelong-term
6 Q. Okay. Doyouknow how big the wind 6 legitimate benefits to these companieslocating in
7 turbinesarein-- 7 thetown.
8 A. 300-- 8 Wind companies like Invenergy are just the
9 Q. --Camp Grove? 9 opposite. They comein and try to deal their way in
10 A. 300 feet tall. 10 by offering officials closed-deal bribes. They
11 Q. 300 feet. 11 apped to small townslike Forrest and Strawn who
12 MR. LUETKEHANS: All right, thank you. |12 are cash strapped and then put a gag order on them.
13 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody intheaudience |13 They put out ads with misleading terms like may or
14 with questions for Mr. Gauwitz? Please stateyour |14 can be used to benefit local fire stations or other
15 namefor us. 15 local entities. Peopleinterpret these misleading
16 QUESTIONSBY 16 statementsto say they will be used for these areas,
17 MS. SEVERSON: 17 the old bait-and-switch to mislead the public.
18 Q. My nameis Amber Severson. Sir, you 18 Federal and state subsidized industrial
19 stated that you made a specific amount of tax 19 wind complexesin actuality are aflash in the pan.
20 revenuefor Marshall County with these wind 20 They flash alot of taxpayer money up front, but end
21 turbines-- 21 up hurting the counties and certainly the schools
22 A. Uh-huh. 22 down the road much more than they helped in the
23 Q. --correct? What isyour tax ratein 23 start-up process.
24  Marshal County, do you know that? 24 At an ag and zoning meeting, Mr. Y oung
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1 stated that he had aletter or had talked to a 1 dite, and the State of Illinois. Thisisan example
2 superintendent from a small, already consolidated 2 of Livingston County having to monitor a situation
3 didtrict in the eastern part of Livingston County. 3 after acompany up and leaves. | bring thisup
4 This superintendent hoped the county didn't makethe | 4 because the county isresponsible for dealing with
5 ordinance too restrictive because he'd like some 5 thetoxic waste that still exists at thisfacility
6 turbinesin his areato keep the school adive. 6 today, even though it was abandoned in the 1980s by
7 Whether they get turbines or not, sadly that rural 7 the company who last owned it.
8 school district isdoomed to have to merge with 8 According to the Fact Sheet 4 from the EPA
9 another district. That superintendent islooking 9 website, do you want --
10 for ashort-timefix that will keep hisschool open |10 MR. LUETKEHANS: Yeah, I'll --
11 acouple of yearslonger. 11 MS. AMBROSE: Okay. Okay, | think it'son
12 And turbine money at the front end of a 12 thethird page of the sheet you have down towards
13 contract looks good until you start losing state 13 the bottom, the last paragraph. According to Fact
14 funding. The people of the Prairie Central district |14 Sheet 4 from the EPA website, and | quote, the next
15 planfor this school system to be around for longer |15 heavy rain could wash out a weakened berm holding
16 than 20 years, and we don't need Invenergy giving |16 the northwest side of a pond on the site called
17 false promises of stable financial help. | still 17 Fresh Pond. That berm is holding back tens of
18 believe wind turbine companies are full of false 18 millions of gallons of very acidic wastewater that
19 promises and statistics, but as | said to the 19 will either run off or percolate through the large
20 Livingston County Board earlier, if the peopleand |20 pile of gypsum waste. Release of that water to the
21 not just the superintendent want these turbines, put |21  adjacent Phillips Creek could cause a flood
22 themintheir area. So many peopleinthePleasant |22 downstream to the Vermilion River. It could
23 Ridge areado not want them and we ask you not to |23 endanger fish and wildlife as well as any humansin
24 destroy our farmland. 24 the areaat the time of the flooding, unquote.
Page 2798 Page 2800
1 As members of these two bodies of local 1 Companies such as Invenergy set up a
2 government, we need to be able to ask the Zoning 2 limited liability corporation for their projects.
3 Board of Appealsand the Livingston County Boardto | 3 If these projects need to be abandoned for any
4 be overly cautious and to protect the citizens of 4 reason, the company stays financially secure and
5 thiscounty. Eventhough you might havevotedto | 5 walksaway from theindividua project. We have
6 alow aspecia use permit in the past, | hope you 6 heard people speak that Invenergy is not painting a
7 will look at this application with fresh eyes. 7 true picture when it comes to decommissioning. Does
8 These turbines are getting bigger, and to 8 the county have a strong enough ag impact mitigation
9 make more of aprofit, companies are putting in 9 agreement in place for the wind turbines or will the
10 larger concentrations of them in their location. 10 turbines be another abandoned site for the county
11 Mr. Engelhart spoke of this. Intheyearsbetween |11 and itstaxpayersto dea with? These arereal
12 when he signed his contract and the turbineswere |12  situations that the ZBA and the Livingston County
13 constructed, the project changed handsfour times, |13 Board must take into consideration when voting for
14 and he ended up -- they ended up with 72 turbines |14 this special use permit.
15 instead of the 36 in the same footprint. Onceyou |15 Even though it is just coming out, there
16 sign away therightsto your land, you have no 16 isnew information that turbines cause health
17 control. 17 problems. County health officias like in Wisconsin
18 At the March 3rd meeting of the ag and 18 have started to realize this, and the turbines have
19 zoning committee, we found out about aproblemin |19 been labeled ahealth hazard. In fact, Governor
20 Streator of acorporation very similar to the 20 Walker of Wisconsin hasjust put $250,000 in his
21 Pleasant Ridge, LLC. The Smith-Douglass Company |21 proposed budget to study the effects of wind
22 abandoned the fertilizer plant in the 1980s. 22 turbines.
23 Attemptsto stabilize thisareahave been madeby |23 On Monday, February 23rd, Mr. Hayes
24 Borden Chemical Incorporated, aformer owner of the |24 entered into evidence the Cape Bridgewater study
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1 done by Pecific Hydro, referred to asHayes 1,that | 1 their job. The experts could dig up material to
2 shows further evolving evidence that turbines can 2 show the other side of the argument. That would be
3 cause health problems. We used to think asbestos 3 their job.
4 wasagood form of insulation and we put it in our 4 When questioned, Invenergy's experts
5 homes, our businesses and even our schools. Smoking | 5 admitted that at times they had a narrow scope of
6 was not realized to be the health hazard that it is. 6 what they were supposed to study. In other words,
7 Infact, when | was ayoungster, | can remember 7 the company didn't want the real facts out there.
8 menthol cigarettes being promoted as somethingto | 8 Invenergy carefully controlled what facts they
9 soothe your throat. 9 wanted to enter into the record. We al know that
10 With the passage of time, experience and 10 factsdon't lie, but what facts are used and what
11 education, we now know that these items are 11 factsareleft out can be misleading.
12 extremely harmful. Given some more time for 12 Invenergy isthe largest wind company in
13 studies, | feel that the large turbines will fall 13 Americaand has done this many times before and has
14 firmly into the category of health hazard as 14 honed their craft well. Thisistheir job. If we
15 asbestos and smoking have. Yes, weareasking our |15 had as deep of pockets as Invenergy, we could hire
16 local bodies of government to look around cornersto |16 legions of experts and legions of secretariesto run
17 protect our way of life. 17 off reams of material to overload you with also.
18 | would venture to say most people don't 18 Thisisn'tjust ajob for us. Wearefighting for
19 like otherstelling them what they can do with 19 our way of life.
20 property they own. Wefall into that category. 20 We have tried to hire expertsto give
21 People who have signed up probably don't feel that |21 realistic statistics of what will be applicablein
22 we should be telling them what to do on their land. |22 thisarea. We have taken figures from the Internet
23 | canunderstand that. We do feel wehavearight |23 onwhat should happen in decommissioning. We had
24 to ask you to consider our opinions about turbines |24 someone research what would happen in this areawhen
Page 2802 Page 2804
1 going up on our neighbor'sland. It affects our 1 theturbines are decommissioned. | fed if
2 quality of life, our property values, and the 2 Invenergy really planned to use local labor, one of
3 turbinesare being built with taxpayer, my, our, 3 their promisesis providing local jobs, that iswhat
4 money. 4 they would have done al so.
5 There are many instances of neighbor input 5 When Mr. Blazer was trying to discredit
6 when changesare made. At another ag and zoning | 6 Mr. Hewson's figures on decommissioning, he asked
7 meeting, neighbors had to be notified and given a 7 Mr. Hewson if he would be surprised that it would
8 chanceto object if they don't want a subdivision 8 only take seven to eight months to put up 136
9 comingin. If youliveintown, you have to have 9 turbines when Mr. Hewson reported that Vissering
10 permission to even put up afence becauseit hasthe |10 Construction estimated it would take four and a half
11 potential to affect your neighbors and their 11 Yyearsto totally take down, cut up the metal for
12 property value. Certainly 136, nearly 500 foot 12 scrap, remove the rock and haul it away. First of
13 tall, noisy, disruptive, red light flashing, shadow 13 dl, I don't know what putting up the towers hasto
14 flickering turbines have the potential to impact 14 do with taking them down. Construction-wise, they
15 neighborsin many ways, so wefeel wedo havean |15 aretwo totally different actions. But being able
16 opinion on their construction. In reality, who 16 to put them up so quickly does point out that they
17 would chooseto live by these monstrosities. 17 will be bringing in laborers that they have worked
18 The experts. We've al spent hours, days, 18 with before on other projects and not using local
19 weeks of our livesthat we'll never get back 19 labor as promised.
20 listening to the experts and our lawyers argue this |20 We didn't use hedonic models to study
21 case. Thelawyersand the expertsareall just here |21 property values. We had an actual real estate agent
22 doing their jobs. If giventhetasks, Mr. Blazer or |22 give usreal figures of what's been happening in
23 Mr. Luetkehans could both argue the other sideof |23 thisarea. And we don't think people comein with
24 the case of this specia use permit. That wouldbe |24 preconceived ideas that infrasound or shadow flicker
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1 will bother them. We have thisopinion becausewe | 1 Invenergy will go to discredit awitness. If they
2 listened to the people who have had to moveout of | 2 can't discredit the testimony, they try to discredit
3 their homes, had health problems or cell and TV 3 the person. The company tried to introduce
4 reception problems. How powerful was Mr. 4  statements made by aresearcher's husband which the
5 Engelhart's testimony that he has five turbines on 5 ZBA wisdy saw through. Who knew they'd monitor
6 hisland and that the $37,000 a year he receives 6 what meetings ordinary citizens attend and look into
7 fromthem is not worthit. He also told us of the 7 your private life so much that they could produce
8 multitude of problems that came with the turbines 8 your name from alist that isthree to four years
9 and how unresponsive the company is. 9 old. Who knew they'd monitor our Facebook pages
10 Mr. Stichnoth of Iroquois County was a 10 tryingtointimidate us. Do you feel like Big
11 person who wanted the turbinesin their area. 11 Brother iswatching? That stuff may fly in the
12 Reality was a hard slap when he began to experience |12 Windy City, but ordinary citizens don't think too
13 problems after they were put in. He doesn't havea |13 highly of those tactics.
14 dogin thisfight, but wasjust trying to give us 14 | came across a quote recently that |
15 the benefit of hisreal-life experience. 15 thought fit the cooperators who signed up. The best
16 Invenergy istrying to convince us what a 16 propagandais factually correct information
17 good neighbor they will be. AsMr. Blazertoldus, |17 delivered by people who passionately believe what
18 they arethe largest wind turbine company in 18 they are sayingisthetruth. These cooperators
19 America. By the nature of making their large 19 believeit will bring money to the area and they
20 company successful, once again they are like 20 might even believeit's green energy. For areason
21 politicians. They overpromise and overstatehow |21 asold astime, some have taken a bite of the
22 great their product is and how they'll be there for 22 poisoned apple. They've been told they don't have
23 thelandowners. Aswith politicians, oncethey are |23 to do anything and they will get paid for it. As
24  elected, those promises are forgotten. 24 with most things, if it soundstoo good to be true,
Page 2806 Page 2808
1 We've heard from people who live around 1 it probably is.
2 turbines or have them on their land that the 2 There are consequences to giving alarge
3 company's promises are hollow. Weoweagreat debt | 3 company whose sole purpose isto make money legal
4 tothe people who took the time to tell us of their 4 accesstoyour land. Even though they seem friendly
5 experiences. Therewasnothinginit for them. 5 now, they will run over you just like they did Mr.
6 They can't rewrite their history, but they are 6 Engelhart, and the company will just look at it as
7 trying to warn the county not to go downthesame | 7 thepriceof doing business. The friendly faces of
8 road. 8 the Invenergy employees the cooperators have seen so
9 As these people who came to speak of their 9 far won't be the faces they see when they have a
10 problemshaveto liveinthereal world, we also 10 problem. Those friendly faces will have moved on to
11 ded inredity. Invenergy's experts say thereisa 11 thesiting of another wind farm. That istheir job.
12 certain subset of people who have conditionsthat |12 We herein the heartland of America have
13 make them more susceptible to the turbines effects. |13  to stand up right here, right now, to stop the
14  Arethe people who signed up for aturbinefooling |14 fleecing of the American taxpayer so large companies
15 themselvesthat no onein the footprint has any 15 can redistribute the wealth, our money, to political
16 preexisting conditions, like high blood pressure, 16 cronies, not American-based companies, and unions
17 anxiety, hearing issues, autism or sleep problems 17 that perpetuate this fraud on the American people
18 that might be made worse by athumping, flashing, |18 under the guise of green energy.
19 noisy turbine? These turbines are going to be more |19 Even though the Regional Planning
20 than annoyanceto alot of people. They aregoing |20 Commission of Livingston County has signed on for a
21 todestroy our way of life. Inaddition, they could |21 wind farm previously, they did their research and
22 destroy our biggest asset, our homesand thevalue |22 looked at the new information out there. They
23 of our land. 23 unanimously voted that Invenergy's application does
24 It's been shocking to see how far 24 not meet the Livingston County Comprehensive Plan.
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1 Weask both of these bodies of government, the 1 partiesinthe audience? Any interested partiesin
2 Livingston County Board and the Zoning Board of | 2 the audience? Anybody? County staff? ZBA again?
3 Appeds, todeal in reality aswell in looking at 3 Thank you.
4 thisspecial use permit. 4 Next on thelist is Jerome P. Kurtenbach.
5 Pause for aminute and add 30 years to 5 All right, Duane Schneider. Duane Schneider, are
6 your age. Thisiswhen thedecommissioning of the | 6 you available this evening to talk?
7 turbineswill start happening. Most if not all of 7 MR. LUETKEHANS: You know what, I'm sorry,
8 the people on the Livingston County Board andthe | 8 that's my fault, excuse me. His name should be off
9 Zoning Board of Appealswon't still beontheboard. | 9 thelist. He's not testifying.
10 | would like to think that people sitting on these 10 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Rick Miller? Rick
11 two boards signed up for thisduty out of asenseof |11 Miller, are you available this evening? Just for
12 serving the public. Asphysicians take an oath to 12 therecord too, the county will accept UCL C Exhibit
13 do no harm, | would think the memberswould bedoing |13 126. It'sfrom the lllinois EPA Smith-Douglass
14 alot of soul searching. 14 site.
15 Before the Zoning Board of Appealsand the |15 Y ou're going to want to be at the podium.
16 Livingston County Board vote, | hopethey call to |16 By the podium. Ah, the podium, there we go. All
17 mind the Nate and Paula Kelson family and the Bryan |17  right, Mr. Miller, looks like you're ready to go.
18 and Whitney Bell family. Think of their children |18 All right, we'll go ahead and affirm you.
19 and what you will be robbing them of. | hopethe |19 (Mr. Rick Miller was duly affirmed.)
20 board will take a personal stance not to do 20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, please state
21 something that may help the county now but harm the |21  your name and address for our court reporter and
22 county and itsresidentsin the long run. What will |22  then go ahead with your presentation.
23 your legacy be? 23 MR. MILLER: My nameisRick Miller. | am
24 We shouldn't have to feel that we are 24 from Wing, lllinois.
Page 2810 Page 2812
1 fighting the county government along with alarge 1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: You canlift the
2 company. You are the people who promisedto serve | 2 microphone up. Thereyou go.
3 us, the community where these turbines are being 3 MR. MILLER: Thank you for allowing meto
4 sited. You are the next step in protecting the 4 speak tonight and | really appreciateit. And just
5 peoplein the Pleasant Ridge area, the surrounding 5 for the record, none of my comments tonight can be
6 towns, and thosein a30 mileradiuswho will have | 6 reflected to back any plug or organization that |
7 tolivewith them. Please vote no on this special 7 belong to.
8 usepermit. 8 First thing I'd liketo talk about is
9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Wedont | 9 common sense which came up here tonight. Common
10 haveany questions at this point. Units of local 10 sense. There have been alot of thingsthat have
11 government, school districts out there? Nothing. 11 seemed like common sense, like the sun goes around
12 All right, counsel on either side, questions? 12 theearth or theworld isflat. That'swherewe get
13 MR. BLAZER: Hi, Mrs. Ambrose. We've |13 theterm four corners of the earth.
14 gotten along up until now and we will after thisis |14 Then there's -- we get more toward the
15 over, sojust area quick question. Your property |15 present, and common sense says there's a supply of
16 on East 300, that's classified as farmland, improved |16 limestone that will never quit. So you can imagine
17 agricultural, correct? 17 my surprise when | went to Prairie Aggregates and
18 MS. AMBROSE: Yes. 18 they said we have afive year supply of stone. Soll
19 MR. BLAZER: Okay, that'sal | have. 19 said, well, what are we going to do? And he said,
20 Thank you. 20 well, well look for some other pockets of
21 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Mr. Luetkehans, doyou |21 limestone. So what do they do, but they dug a big
22 have any questions? 22 pit north of Weston expecting to get limestone.
23 MR. LUETKEHANS: (Shakes head). 23 Well, it turned out it was deeper than what they
24 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All rignt. Interested |24 expected and it was also filled with shale, so that
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1 completely eliminated that asa source of limestone | 1 and that takes alot of material. And if you have
2 for roads, concrete and things like that. 2 tohaul rock from 40 or 50 miles away, you have a
3 So it seemed like finding these pockets of 3 red expense. Now, | don't know if that's been
4 limestone was no easier than repairing drainage 4 taken into consideration by the wind farm people or
5 tile, both very tough thingsto do. | worked for a 5 not or whether it's just a case of we'll pay what's
6 tiling company for awhile, and some of the hookups | 6 ever necessary. So, you know, that to meisabig
7 were okay, but some of them were just a quick 7 problem.
8 hit-and-go. And therewill be alot of drainage 8 Now, I've heard that the length of the
9 tileaffected by heavy equipment running acrossthe | 9 access roads was 31 miles, but in the book it says
10 fields. 10 53 miles, so we'll go back and look | guess. That's
11 And so wewent on and | asked if he -- if 11 alot of road building and alot of stoneto put in
12 hethought the amount of concretein the foundations |12 atemporary roadway.
13 wasalot, and he said, yeah, that'salot, but that 13 In addition to the concrete and
14 hardly compares to the amount of stone that they use |14 everything, it's going to take 53,000 cubic yards of
15 for the access roads. 15 stoneto maketheseroads. Infact, it takes 53,000
16 Now, thisis going to show you the access 16 of coarse stone and 53,000 cubic yards of
17 roads. Okay, thiswill show the access roads that 17 medium-sized stone. Again, that'salot of hauling
18 arein the project, the proposed project. Now, 18 anddigging. So, you know, it'sjust a-- it'sjust
19 these maps -- these maps all come out of the book of |19 atremendous burden to get some of thisin place.
20 theapplication for the Pleasant Ridge Wind Farm. |20 Now, | would like to talk alittle bit
21  And | don't know if you've seenthat or not. They |21 about the disruption that this causes. Again, this
22 areboth on computers, and | don't know if thereare |22 isfrom the book, Figure 3-3, proposed project
23 any books left, but these maps came straight out 23 lighting plan. Now, if you think the lights are
24 from the book. 24 only around the perimeter, you better check your
Page 2814 Page 2816
1 Okay. Y ou have long access roads for 1 map. They are spread throughout the footprint of
2 towers 118, 119, 120 and 21. | mean those things 2 theproject. Andwhilel'm thinking of footprint,
3 arelong. You'll find the samething up at 131 and 3 I'malso thinking there is an ear print where you
4 132. Herewego again at 23, 24, 25 and 26. 4 can hear these things even when you're not in the
5 They'reright up there, very long accessroads. And | 5 footprint of the project. Then you can say there's
6 thenagain you canlook at 47 and 48, 18, 19, 20, 6 asdite print where you can see far beyond the limits
7 al arevery long access roads. 7 of the project. So, you know, that's something we
8 Well, with the shortage of stone and the 8 havetoconsider. Andif you want to see these
9 fact that none of the local quarries will bid on 9 closer, you can come up or you can look in your book
10 thisproject to supply the stone, the only one | eft 10 or something.
11 pretty much isup at Lehigh near Kankakee. Andthey |11 Then the next thing that's very important
12 raised their prices early in the year, and then the 12 tomeisFugate Woods. Fugate Woodsis one of the
13 other quarries around hereraised their pricesfirst |13 few natural areasleft in this part of the county.
14 of March. So, you know, the use of stoneis 14 Therest of the county I'd say islike a scorched
15 promoting alot of expense for us, and so | feel 15 earth policy where there'sreally no place for
16 that that affectsthe whole county and even someof |16 wildlifeto maketheir life. So | don't want to
17 the places outside the county. 17 affect the generosity of the gift to the community.
18 Getting back to the -- so getting back to 18 And every brochure that comes out seems to mention
19 the material used in the foundations of these 19 Fugate Woods as a main attraction to the county.
20 towers, we'll seethat there are 319 cubic yardsof |20 I'll pass some of these out.
21 concrete dumped into the hole along with 15.6 tons |21 So on the front page of this brochure,
22 of steel, and the other -- the other parts involved, 22 whichisavailable at every grocery store or shop,
23 sand, the cement and the water, whichisnosmall |23 retail business, first page says enjoy the
24 matter. They get dumped into this 16 foot deep hole |24 tranquility. Now, | don't think tranquility and
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1 wind turbines can exist together. This says 150 1 talking about the wind towers pro and con, it was
2 acresof native timber and restored prairie. 2 kind of, oh, kind of an even-tempered kind of thing,
3 Vigtorsareinvited to hike the serene grounds and 3 andl said, well, you know, there'salot of birds
4 trailsrich in wildlife and native plants. 4 that migrate in the same paths as what these
5 Again, if you look at the placement of 5 turbines arein height-wise, whatever else they have
6 thesetowers, towers 20 and 21 arewithinamileof | 6 todeal with. And| said, well, if we take
7 Fugate Woods. Thatto meisarea slapintheface | 7 something common, like ared-winged blackbird, they
8 tothe Fugate family for donating this unique 8 migrate at about, | don't know, maybe 100 feet high.
9 property. It will -- thewind farm will put those 9 | said, well, how isthis going to affect them? And
10 placesinjeopardy. Fugate Woodsislocated in 10 hesaid, well, some make it and some don't. |
11 Section 36 of Avoca Township. It'salittlething 11 redly didn't see that as avery good answer. And
12 here, 150 acres, in the middle of all of this other 12 therearealot of birdsthat are far less common
13 stuff. Andif you appreciate wildlife and nature, 13 than those that will be affected by this.
14 you want to protect this. 14 | also participated in the grassland
15 | work for the Department of Natural 15 survey along with the DNR, and those birds that
16 Resources aswhat they call acitizen scientist. We |16 inhabit grasslands are aimost al, ailmost all
17 surveyed in one part the woodland in Livingston 17 low-flying creatures. And if you've got these
18 County and we surveyed the streamsin Livingston |18 bladesat a certain diameter, and it's not only the
19 County, the watercourses, and we looked at the 19 diameter of the blade but the -- they affect the air
20 prairie, the natural vegetation in the county. 20 above, to the sides and down below, soit's not just
21 So what we found on the survey of the 21 a--notjust asmall thing. It realy expandsway
22 forest, it was multiflorarose and wild garlic and, 22 higger.
23 oh, some of these other thorny bushes, and we 23 Another thing about Fugate Woods is that
24 literally had to crawl underneath those multiflora |24 many school children come to do volunteer projects
Page 2818 Page 2820
1 roseto set out our stakes for measuring. Yeah, | 1 onthose. | waswith agroup, it would have been
2 mean it was something. 2 two years ago, that planted alot of trees and
3 So there's no place in Livingston County 3 bushesasarepairing buffer along the creek. And
4 that can match -- I'm dlipping past Humiston Woods, | 4 that creek isthe only waterway that we surveyed in
5 that'sgreat, but there's no place that can match 5 Livingston County where you could take a site gauge
6 Fugate Woods for its serenity, its variety of trees 6 andlook down and see to the bottom of the tube.
7 and shrubs. Just there'snothing. And werein 7 These other places, they're just murky. Not
8 jeopardy by having two towerswithin amile of that | 8 necessarily polluted, but they've got alot of clay
9 place. Oneis seven-tenths of amile and the other 9 carried inthem, and it's -- it's a pleasant thing
10 oneiswithinamile. So that'sfar closer than 10 to seethe clear water with the aguatic creaturesin
11 what you can -- what you can expect for aquiet 11 it
12 area 12 So the kids not only learned about nature
13 According to some of the people | talked 13 when they were on the volunteer project, but they
14 to, those blades can be heard for two mileson a 14 aso learned how to volunteer and help something
15 givenday, andit's nothing at all to hear those 15 other than themselves, so, you know, that'sabig
16 within seven-tenths of amile, the whooshing sound, |16 deal. Anything that will keep the residents or the
17 and you get the flicker, then you get everything 17 volunteers off their cell phone and off their
18 elsethat comes along with big towersin asmall 18 whatever, and so it'savery, very important thing.
19 place. Sol fed strongly about this, that the wind 19 So now that I'm used to all this high tech
20 energy company did not feel very much for the 20 equipment, | think I'll stop.
21 community if they're going to jeopardize really the |21 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you, Mr. Miller.
22 only good spot in this part of the county. 22 Do we have any questions, ZBA have any questions of
23 So | went to ameeting in Bloomington, and |23 Mr. Miller? All right, units of local government,
24 thishas been several years ago, and they were 24 school districts out there? Mr. Blazer or Mr.
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1 Luetkehans, do you have any questions of Mr. Miller? | 1 so| would say, yeah, theresidential roadsare
2 MR. BLAZER: No, sir. 2 fine, and wetalk about recapturing the stone after
3 QUESTIONSBY 3 decommissioning, which | think will never happen,
4 MR. LUETKEHANS: 4 decommissioning, but you can't salvage much out of
5 Q. Mr. Miller, could you tell me what your 5 that, much clean stone out of that after alot of
6 addressisagain? I'msorry, | didn't hear it. 6 traffic hasrun over it.
7 A. What was-- 7 MR. HAYES: Thank you. That'sall.
8 Q. Your address. 8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody elsein the
9 A. 12526 North 2700 East Road, Forrest, 9 audience with questions for Mr. Miller? Anybody?
10 Illinois. Number 2700 isRoute47in Livingston |10 County staff? County counsel? All right, Mr.
11 County. 11 Miller, thank you.
12 Q. Okay. Andyour middleinitial isSasin 12 All right, I've got 7:48. | think thisis
13 Sam? What's your middleinitial? 13 agood time to take aten minute break. 7:58 we'll
14 A. S 14 get going again.
15 MR. LUETKEHANS: Okay, thank you. 15 (Recess at 7:48 p.m. to 7:58 p.m.)
16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody inthe audience | 16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, if we can go
17 with questions of Mr. Miller? Anybody? Comeonup. |17 back to our seats. All right, for the record, the
18 MR. HAYES: John Hayes. 18 county will accept Miller Exhibit 1 as a pamphlet
19 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Makesureyou state |19  entitled Come to Fairbury.
20 your name. Oh, oh, Mr. Miller, Mr. Hayeshasafew |20 All right, the next witness on the list
21 questionsfor you. 21 that | have Rebekah Fehr. Rebekah Fehr, are you
22 QUESTIONS BY 22 available this evening to speak?
23 MR. HAYES: 23 MR. LUETKEHANS: Mr. Cornale, | advised
24 Q. Justacouple quick questions about rock, 24 counsel and Mr. Blakeman and Mr. Griffin that Ms.
Page 2822 Page 2824
1 Mr. Miller. The street | live on and the streets | 1 Fehr, I'll be calling her Wednesday.
2 need to get to my house are stone, which I'm pretty | 2 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay, and that'swhy |
3 surecomeslocally, and then they ail it and that. 3 putaW nexttoit. All right, | told you guysthis
4 Would you consider that agood use of therock that | 4 isarough night tonight. All right, the next
5 comes out of our quarries? 5 witnesson thelist Julie Fosdick. Julie Fosdick,
6 A. For theresidential streets, yes. And we 6 areyou availablethisevening? Be swornin please.
7 alsoget chipsto put on the blacktop roadsinthe | 7 (Ms. Julie Fosdick was duly sworn.)
8 summer to keep them solid. 8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, please state
9 Q. Yes, that'sthekind of rock I'm talking 9 your name and address for the court reporter and you
10 about pretty much isthe small chips. 10 may begin.
11 A. Yes 11 MS. FOSDICK: Julia Fosdick, 14530 East
12 Q. Now, if the proposed wind farmwentinand |12 1300 North Road, Pontiac. 1'm the 14th generation
13 they used up alot of the five year supply that we 13 farmer in my family according to afamily
14 have of rock, you know, my point of view issomebody |14 genealogist, and I'm at least the fourth generation
15 inthe county is going to go looking for placesto 15 inLivingston County. | care about this community
16 put new quarries and | suspect they will probably |16 and itslong-term welfare and success.
17 find some. Do you have any idea as to what that 17 My husband and | are part of the group of
18 might do to the amount of farmable acreageinthe |18 landownersthat began being contacted by early 2005
19 county? 19 with aproposal to build awind farm. This proposal
20 A. Wédll, in thefirst place, none of the 20 webelieved wasfor asmaller project north and east
21 local quarrieshave bid on thisproject. Theonly |21 of Forrest, which isin the heart of the current
22 onewho hasbid on it isLehigh up near Kankakee. |22 proposed project area. At that time, there were a
23 Now, they'rein a big hole of nice hard stone, but |23 number of wind farmsin the planning stages and
24 how areyou going to get it from theretohere? And |24 beginning construction but only one operational in
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1 lllinois. 1 headquarters werein California and they weren't
2 Orion Energy was proposing this one wind 2 very availablefor discussion. The plan wasto
3 farm and another called Camp Grove that wasin 3 leasetheland and then sell the package to some
4 Marshal and Stark Counties. The Camp Grove project | 4 other company to build it. Ultimately our group
5 was built in 2007, according to their website 5 agreed that we were unwilling to move forward with
6 there'sahundred turbines there, and Orion aso 6 any project with Orion.
7 built two other projectsin Indiana, Fowler Ridge 7 However, we asagroup viewed it to be a
8 and Benton County which went on-line in 2008. 8 positive opportunity for our community and chose to
9 On June 3rd, 2005, the Livingston County 9 pursueit further with another developer. Invenergy
10 Farm Bureau hosted a meeting for its membersand |10 Wind was chosen and some of the reasons were their
11 brought representatives from their general counsel |11 good reputation with landowners in existing
12 officethereto help landownersunderstand theins |12 projects, their experience and background with
13 and outs of wind energy development, contractsand |13 energy development, the fact that they area U.S.
14 other thingsrelated. It wasagreat opportunity to |14 company and headquartered in lllinais, their focus
15 get somedirection in how to proceed. Many of our |15 on retaining ownership of projects after
16 neighborswere at this meeting, and wetalkedand |16 construction, and their reputation for high quality
17 agreed that we needed to all get together and work |17  operations and maintenance.
18 together in this. The Forrest-Chatsworth Wind Study |18 In February 2006, Invenergy erected the
19 Group was redlly birthed from that meeting. 19 first MET tower in the project areato study the
20 Our group began to meet together regularly |20 wind resource. We signed our first contract with
21 tostudy and research all aspects of wind farms. A |21 Invenergy that same month. | believe our process
22 philosophy of many heads are better than onegot us |22  for researching to come to that decision was a sound
23 together and kept ustogether. Every landowner had |23 process. | have done consulting work part-time for
24 the opportunity to sign up their land with a 24 Invenergy since 2007. Early on, | did sign up
Page 2826 Page 2828
1 developer and get acheck, but nonedid. Thisgroup | 1 leaseswith landowners. When Invenergy chose to
2 representing about 40 landowners worked together | 2 expand the project, they brought in full-time
3 over the course of many months. I'm honoredto have | 3 leasing agents, and my responsibilities shifted more
4 been apart of such afine group of people. 4 toworking with landowners with MET towers and
5 For my part in this group, | personally 5 processing address and ownership changes.
6 contacted landowners and peopleliving in existing | 6 My family and | have had arelationship
7 wind farmsin at least four states besides Illinois. 7 with Invenergy for nearly ten years. During that
8 | talkedtolocal officialsinthose areas, | talked 8 timel have seen anumber of waysin which they have
9 tolandowners, and we visited wind farmsand wind | 9 been very responsive and forward-thinking. One
10 farmsunder construction, and we also searched on |10 exampleisthe painting of MET towersin alternate
11 thelnternet. We asked all of these contactsabout |11 color stripes. The original ideaindustry-wide was
12 their contracts and what kinds of thingsthey would |12 toleave them adull color so that they blended into
13 dodifferently if they did it over again. Would 13 the background and were not obtrusive. A local crop
14 they do it again? What could have made their 14 duster contacted me and requested that they be
15 project better? And many of the provisionsinthe |15 painted so that they would stand out and be easier
16 contract we ended up with came from what welearned |16 to see. | contacted Chicago and they told meto go
17 from others. 17 forit. Three new MET towers were about to be
18 Our research also included researching the 18 erected at that time and we had them painted in
19 wind company Orion that was proposing this project. |19 aternating colors before they were erected. The
20 Wetaked to landowners and projectsthat Orion had |20 existing towers were soon laid down and painted as
21 built aswell aslooking into their corporate 21 well. Down the road this became, | believe, alegal
22 dituation. Aswe began to discuss contract 22 requirement for all towers, but Invenergy did it
23 provisions with Orion, they were unwilling to 23 beforeit wasrequired. It just made sense.
24 negotiate much on anything. Their corporate 24 Invenergy also iswilling to enter into an
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1 agricultural impact mitigation agreement with 1 the power for asufficiently high price, it's not
2 Livingston County. At another meeting sponsoredby | 2 economically feasible for them to continue
3 theLivingston County Farm Bureau that | attendedin | 3 operation. There were additional announcements
4 2014, the attorney there explained that these 4 concerning thisin the past month or so.
5 mitigation agreements are required in a pipeline 5 Then there's the FutureGen coal project
6 projectin lllinois, and the Farm Bureau has been 6 designed to provide acommercial scale, clean coa
7 trying unsuccessfully to get them to becomeastate | 7 generating facility which took ablow recently when
8 standard inwind projects. Invenergy didn't wait 8 the Department of Energy backed out of its funding
9 for the politics to move and make it a standard; 9 for the project. My information on that came from
10 they choseto do it now. 10 the Daily Pantagraph.
11 In June of thisyear, | attended atown 11 And the problem with al of thisisthat
12 hall meeting sponsored by the Livingston County |12 the previous winter, not this winter but the winter
13 Board. At thismeeting they had Ted Marquisspeak |13 before, it took all the generation sources that we
14 about his experienceliving inawind farm. Hesaid |14 hadin lllinoisto keep uswarm. We used to think
15 that hisfamily was sometimes unable to sleep at 15 about brownouts and rolling blackouts during the
16 night and that he would call the Invenergy 16 summer usage. Winter could be even more
17 operations center and get them to shut down the 17 devastating. Soif we lose very many of these
18 turbine near his home. Once again, this sounded 18 generation sources, where will we get enough
19 like Invenergy doing their best to make thingswork. |19  €electricity?
20 Thisisthereaction | would expect from Invenergy. |20 Some people arein favor of gas-fired
21 | was surprised and puzzled that he didn't 21 generation asit is currently relatively cheap, and
22 dlow Invenergy to bring sound expertsin to test 22 that can change, and gas has lower carbon emissions
23 and figure out why he was having this problem. He |23 than coal. However, there are other costs to that
24  stated that he had checked into soundproofing his (24 form aswell.
Page 2830 Page 2832
1 house and that it was not economically feasible. 1 Fracking poses risk to groundwater, uses
2 That meeting left me, sort of like Paul Harvey, 2 huge amounts of sand and water, and we have no idea
3 wondering what was the rest of the story. 3 what the long-term consequences of disturbing things
4 Some things have changed since | first got 4 deep within the earth are. | do know that huge
5 involved with this project. Many wind farmshave | 5 areas of Wisconsin are being mined for sand, being
6 been built, turbines have gotten taller, farm 6 measured in trainloads per day. For me, the
7 commodity prices have increased and decreased, some | 7 environmental risks and costs of fracking are
8 significant changes in the electric generation 8 unacceptably high, which leaves us with aneed to
9 picture are here aswell. Proposed EPA rules will 9 work together to provide new sources of clean energy
10 likely lead to the shutdown of a number of 10 andlearn to conserve.
11 cod-fired power plants. These are some of our 11 | believe that this wind farm would be a
12 cheapest sources of electricity and currently supply |12 viable asset to our community. We have worked
13 about 41 percent of our electricity in lllinois. 13 together from the beginning to make it the best
14 This shutdown seems to be targeted for 2016 whichis |14 quality project possible. It could provide jobs,
15 just next year. 15 revenue and a source of power generation. This
16 According to an articlein Illlinois 16 project needs usto work together to seeit to
17 Country Living, the electric co-op magazine, about |17 fruition.
18 48 percent of our electricity generated in lllinois 18 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you. Do we have
19 comesfrom nuclear plants. Therearesix nuclear |19 any questions from the ZBA at this point? All
20 plantslocated around the state. The owner of three |20 right. Local government, school districts, anybody
21 of these plants, Exelon Corp, gave noticein July of |21  out there with questions? All right. Counsel on
22 2014 that three of its plants, Clinton, Byron and 22 either side, do you have any questions?
23 Quad Cities, were at risk of shutting down due to 23 MR. BLAZER: None from me, sir.
24 their lack of profitability. If they cannot sell 24 QUESTIONSBY
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1 MR. LUETKEHANS: 1 correct?
2 Q. Ms. Fosdick, how many wind turbinesareon | 2 A. That'scorrect.
3 your family's property? 3 MR. LUETKEHANS: Nothing further.
4  A. Therearenowind turbineson our property | 4 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Any members of the
5 right now. 5 audience have a question?
6 Q. How many turbineswill beif this project 6 QUESTIONSBY
7 goesforward? 7 MS. SEVERSON:
8 A. Therecould befive. 8 Q. Hello, Amber Severson. Ms. Fosdick, is
9 Q. Okay. Andyou don't live on that 9 that correct?
10 property, correct? You liveupin Pontiac? 10 A. Yes
11 A. A family member doesliveon theproperty. |11 Q. You said your family owns some land there.
12 Q. Okay. 12 Youdon't livethere, but afamily member does. How
13 A. | donot, but afamily member does. 13 many acres does your family own there?
14 Q. Thank you. And you're apaid consultant 14  A. I'mgoingto say 500.
15 for Invenergy; isthat correct? 15 Q. Okay, 500 acres. And all of your land is
16  A. Yes, part-time. 16 contracted with Invenergy?
17 Q. Andyouve been doing that since2007you |17  A. Theland there, yes.
18 said? 18 Q. Okay. Youdid speak that you were
19 A. Yes 19 involved in signing leases with other peoplein the
20 Q. Okay. And the agricultural impact 20 beginning stages and that you yourself signed a
21 mitigation agreement you talked about that'stobe |21 lease with Invenergy obviously for 500 acres?
22 entered into with the county, that has not been 22 A. Yes
23 finalized, hasit? 23 Q. Areyouawarethat you didn't sign a
24  A. Not tomy knowledge. 24 lease; you signed an easement statement, an easement
Page 2834 Page 2836
1 Q. Infact, Mr. -- were you here last week 1 contract?
2 when Mr. Blazer said that it was still adraft? 2 A. Yes I'mawareof that. That'sjust kind
3 A. No, | wasnot herelast week. 3 of aterm peoplecall them, leases, but it's not.
4 Q. Okay. And Exelon that was talking about 4 Q. Do you understand that legally there'sa
5 shutting down its plant, that was when it was 5 great difference between aleasehold estate and an
6 looking to get arate increase from the State of 6 easement estate?
7 Illinois and the ICC, correct? 7 A. Yes
8 A. Yes, they need to make enough to be 8 Q. Andyou have no problem knowing that your
9 viable. 9 500 acresis an easement in total ?
10 Q. Sothey were -- they were posturing that 10 A. Yes No, | don't havea problem.
11 if they didn't make enough money or get arate 11 MS. SEVERSON: Okay. Thank you.
12 increase, they would shut down these plants, 12 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody elsein the
13 correct? 13 audience with questions?
14  A. Yes, but | believethat it involves-- 14 QUESTIONS BY
15 it'sveryinvolved in thefact that their plantsare |15 MS. KATHY FEHR:
16 aging and they'regoingtorequirealot of 16 Q. Kathy Fehr from Fairbury. Do you work for
17 upgrades, sothey would havetoinvest inthem. |17 Invenergy?
18 They can't just keep running an old plant 18  A. I'maconsultant. If --if they need me
19 indefinitely. 19 todo something, you know, | can do that. 1've
20 Q. And neither you nor | are energy experts, 20 worked very littlein thelast few months.
21 isthat afair statement? 21 Q. Doeslnvenergy have abuyer for the power
22 A. That'scorrect. 22 that these wind farms are going to generate, our
23 Q. And neither you nor | are expertson 23 local ones?
24 fracking and the environmental impact of fracking, (24  A. I'm--1'm not privy to that information.
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1 Q. Andyou spokeof thewind farms generating | 1 know, in big areas, flat land or high land or

2 energy to help us. Most of thewind farmslocally 2 whatever. | don't know the answer to that. | just

3 do not benefit any us. The power is shipped 3 wondered how you felt about our area being used for

4 elsewhere. Do you know of any local farms that 4 that when we've got such populated people, as many

5 generate energy for the local people? 5 people wish we weren't going to have that happen.

6 A. | doknow that the one over by Paxton, 6 A. | --1signed acontract. | guessthat

7 some of the REAs have bought that power. Rail | 7 showsthat | feel likeit'san appropriate use here.

8 Splitter in Logan and Tazwell, therural electric | 8 MS. SCHROF: Wéll, thank you.

9 co-ops, some of them have bought power fromthat | 9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody elsein the
10 one. Soyes, some of the power isstayingin 10 audience with questions? Maam, hold up. Y eah,
11 lllinois. And if you look at how electricity works, |11 we'll take his and then we'll take yours next.

12 it'skind of likeyou put water in ahose. Soeven |12 QUESTIONSBY
13 though power issold there, you know, it may be sold |13 MR. CAVAZOS:
14 there, but you might beusing the power fromit. |14 Q. Ambiro Cavazos. | just had aquestion.
15 MS. KATHY FEHR: Nothing further. 15 The percentages of power, nuclear power and coa
16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody elsefromthe |16 power, 48 and 41 percent | think you said, do you
17 audience with questions? All right, please state 17 know how much -- how many wind turbines would it
18 your name and make sure you hold that microphoneso |18 take to equal that amount or how big the footprint
19 everybody can hear you. 19 would be?
20 QUESTIONS BY 20 A. | don't think we would ever replaceall
21 MS. SCHROF: 21 generating sourceswith wind. Wejust need to have
22 Q. I'mSharon Schrof. | spoke earlier. I'm 22 adiversity of sources.
23 going to ask you, too, becauseyou areinterested in |23 Q. Waell, | guess| don't know the answer to
24 helping Invenergy do this project, do you feel like |24 that either, | just didn't know if you did, but |

Page 2838 Page 2840

1 thisareais quite populated both rural and in our 1 don't think they produce not even close to the same

2 towns? We've got towns that are pretty populated 2 amount of power. And I think, you know, for us

3 with lots of schools with lots of children in them 3 here, thereisalimited amount of land, but

4 and churches and such things. It'sabig populated 4 anyways, | guess-- | guessthe answer isyou don't

5 area. Oftenwind turbinesarein areasless 5 know how many --

6 populated and | feel that would be a better job. 6 A. |don't know what footprint it would take

7 How do you feel about it because you're Pleasant 7 todo 41 percent of the power in lllinois, but |

8 Ridgetoo? 8 don't think that'sreally anybody'sgoal at this

9 A. Il don'treally understand your question. 9 point.

10 Q. How do you feel about our overpop -- not 10 MR. CAVAZQOS: Wdll, thank you.

11 overpopulation, but our large rural and village 11 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right.

12 populations being impacted by 136 turbineswhen they |12 QUESTIONS BY

13 would be better if they werein areas less 13 MS. KAISNER:

14 populated? How do you feel about that? 14 Q. I'm Cheri Kaisner, 11265 North 2300 East
15  A. Wind farmsthat arebuilt in remoteplaces |15 Road, Fairbury. I'm just wondering, kind of going
16 wherethere'sno population, the need for 16 through my mind, we have peak seasons where we use
17 electricity isnot there. 17 more electricity than others, but we have no way to
18 Q. Andthiswill help us get more 18 control the wind when it's going to blow. So if the
19 electricity? 19 wind is not blowing and we have a peak season, we
20 A. Ifyou'retalking putting them somewhere |20 get very little use out of it. Do you agree with

21 wherethe nearest town is 100 miles away, then, you |21 that?

22 know, there'snot the need for electricity there. |22 A. That'swhy we need a mix of clean energy
23 Q. Oh, Il didn't -- I didn't know that. | 23 sources.

24 thought it was sometimes they had them like, you |24 Q. Okay. And do you know --
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1 A. Thesun doesn't shineall thetimeeither. 1 MS. BRANZ: Karen Branz, 3891 North 3350
2 Q. Right, but if it's continually generating 2 East Road, Chatsworth, Illinois. First of all, |
3 energy, the electricity, we have to have a place for 3 want to thank the ZBA for allowing us to speak.
4 ittogo, right? 4 It'sbeen atrying timefor al of us.
5 A. Il don't understand your question. 5 I live just south of Chatsworth. These
6 Q. If wehave--if thewindisblowingalot 6 industrial wind turbines are not quite near me yet.
7 and wedon't really need more electricity at that 7 However, | do have family that will be surrounded by
8 point, we have to have aplaceto sell it. Sowe 8 them. After researching on my own and attending the
9 can't-- what I'm saying is we can't control the 9 hearings, | have great concerns for my family and
10 peak season and the low season with the way thewind |10 others who will be near these turbines. | feel
11 blows. Sotomeit'skind of hard to conceivethat |11 strongly that it iswrong; that the health, safety
12 it would help all thetime. And to that, | would 12 and property rights of these people are going to be
13 liketo know if you know what percent that wind 13 infringed upon without their say.
14 energy would generate normally? I've heard in some |14 We've heard alot of, quote, evidence up
15 countriesit'sonly like 1 percent. 15 tothispoint, and frankly most of it has not been
16  A. | don't know exactly what your question 16 good. Some thingswe've learned so far, that low
17 is. What percentage thewind generation isin 17 frequency noise can cause sleep disruption and over
18 lllinoisor -- 18 time may lead to negative health effects. Shadow
19 Q. That would be afair question, yes. | 19 flicker will cause annoyance. They may interfere
20 mean how much of our energy can come from thewind? |20 with migration routes of birds and bats and cause
21 You'resaying it's 41 percent? 21 unwarranted stress. TV and Internet connections can
22 A. No, | said 41 percent was coal. 22 beseverely affected. Property values will most
23 Q. Right. And 48, wasit, for -- 23 likely be negatively affected. Draintile within
24 A. For nuclear. 24 the counties will be affected, and not -- and
Page 2842 Page 2844
1 Q. Nuclear. Sowhat percentage would be 1 nonparticipating families, farmerswill be on their
2 wind? 2 ownto deal with the repercussions. Lastly, they
3 A. Weéll, wehavesome-- somegoalsin our 3 may simply affect the overall well-being of an
4 statetoget up to 15 percent, to get up to 20 4 individua or hinder their enjoyment of their
5 percent. You know, that'spart of that creatinga | 5 property.
6 mix of variouskinds of -- 6 We have heard from the individuals who
7 Q. Soyoucant-- 7 have aready dealt with the costs of having
8 A. --clean energy. | don't know what those 8 industrial wind turbines. Do weignore all the
9 exact figuresareright now. No, | don't havethose | 9 risksthat seem to be evident or do we overlook them
10 withme. 10 for amonetary gain that isunclear? For those who
11 MS. KAISNER: Okay. Thank you. 11 areinterested in the project for the job, |
12 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody elseinthe |12 understand, but isit truly worth six to eight
13 audience with questions. Anybody? County staff, |13 months of work for a handful of peopleto create an
14 county counsel, ZBA, we're good? Thank you. 14 industrial park in our prime agriculture setting?
15 All right, we need to let the record 15 Just acouple of businesses, new businessesin the
16 indicate that an additional member joined usafter |16 county would create more permanent jobs than this
17 thebreak. Joan Huisman joined the meeting after |17 project is set to provide.
18 the break. 18 I am deeply bothered by the lack of
19 All right, next onthelist is Karen 19 transparency that the applicant has shown from
20 Branz, Karen Branz. 20 skating around questions to the secrecy in their
21 (Ms. Karen Branz was duly sworn.) 21 solicitation that has been revealed. If they were
22 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, please state |22  truly involved in the community, there would not be
23 your name and address for our court reporter and 23 thislack of transparency.
24 then go ahead when you're ready. 24 I moved to the country over 15 years ago
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1 andl lovethisarea. | don't want to seeit turned 1 experience with wind energy began in early 2005 when
2 intoanindustria area. | want to continue to see 2 oneof my landlords received a letter from awind
3 theflocks of ducks, geese and other birds fly 3 energy company wanting to see her about signing a
4 through our clear skies. That isone of the perks 4 wind lease. She called me and she was about 90
5 of country living. And | surely don't want my 5 yearsold at thistime. Shedidn't know what the
6 friends, family and neighborsto livewiththerisks | 6 letter was about or what she should do with it. So
7 that are associated with these wind turbines. 7 | told her we'd look at it and we'd ook intoit,
8 The dictionary defines risk as exposureto 8 and that began our involvement in wind energy.
9 thechanceof injury or loss; ahazard or dangerous | 9 In 2005, there were no local wind farms
10 chance. Dowerisk thewell-being of our children |10 anywhere closeto us. The closest one was up by
11 in Forrest or jeopardize the lives and property of 11 Mendota. Very few people around here knew much
12 our neighbors? Therisks or costs of this project 12 about them, so we started with an open mind and
13 seem to severely outweigh the reward. 13 willingnessto learn. That iswhen we found out the
14 The mgjority of the peoplethat livein 14 local farm bureau was sponsoring an informational
15 and around the proposed project are opposed to this, |15 meeting in the near future on wind leases and we
16 and | speak for many who for one reason or another |16 attended it. The meeting was very informative and
17 areunableto speak in front of you. It seemsclear |17 gave ussome good background and a starting point as
18 to mewhat the feelings of the magjority are, and if |18 to what to do next.
19 thisproject is approved, | can't help but believe 19 After that meeting, we made contact with
20 that the hedlth, safety and rights of the citizens 20 some of the neighboring farmers and landowners,
21 inthe county were neglected for some small 21 found that some of them had also received letters.
22 financia gain. Thank you for your time and 22 Wedecided that we didn't know enough about these
23 attention. 23 windmillsto make an intelligent decision asto
24 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you, Ms. Branz. |24 whether they would be good for the community or not.
Page 2846 Page 2848
1 Do we have questions at this point? All right. 1 Wetalked to some of the neighbors who had also
2 Local governments, school districts? Counsel on 2 attended the meeting and decided to make
3 either side, any questions of Ms. Branz? Nothing, 3 arrangements to rent the Forrest library. We had a
4 dl right. Members of the community or audience, 4 meeting to discuss the project.
5 any questionsfor Ms. Branz? Nothing. County 5 Calls were made to as many peoplein the
6 counsel? ZBA, round two. Thank you. 6 areaaswe could make contact with. We invited them
7 Is Larry Fosdick available to speak this 7 and any interested parties to attend. A lot of
8 evening. Larry Fosdick? 8 people showed up with many more questions than
9 (Mr. Larry Fosdick was duly sworn.) 9 answers. From this meeting, it was learned that no
10 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, please state |10  one attending had as yet signed a contract. 1t was
11 your name and address for our court reporter, and |11 aso decided that many heads would be better than
12 then you can go ahead and get going with your 12 oneand that we should work together as a group and
13 presentation. 13 study the issue before anyone signed a contract.
14 MR. FOSDICK: I'm Larry Fosdick, 14530 |14 People came up with questions. Other
15 East 1300 North Road, Pontiac, Illinois. I'mgoing |15 people who volunteered were asked to find the
16 togothrough thisrea quick because | didn'tlook |16 answersto these questions. Some of the group was
17 at what my wife said, and so some of thisisgoing |17 alowed to attend similar meetings going on in
18 tobealittle repetitious but not alot | don't 18 northern Livingston and Bureau Counties giving us
19 think, so I'll try to get through it and we'll go 19 dl moreinsight into our community's questions --
20 fromthere. Thisreportisan attempt to condense |20 into other communities questions and experiences.
21 tenyearsof work into afew paragraphs. 21 During the course of these meetings, we had
22 The wind energy project is not anew or 22 approximately 40 landowners and others that brought
23 hastily prepared project. It hasevolved over aten |23 ideas, questions and answers to this wind study
24 year period to what it istoday. My personal 24 group.
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1 Many of the same issues that have been 1 Many wind turbines have been erected
2 brought up at these hearings were looked at by this | 2 around the country since this project was started.
3 wind study group. A lawyer that was familiar with | 3 | and many other people in the study group have
4 wind leases was hired, and work onthe lease began. | 4 continually stopped, looked, listened, and asked the
5 After going over the proposed lease, several changes | 5 people that live there about their experiences.
6 werewanted by the group. Thewind company thatwe | 6 |'ve seen birds flying around, |'ve seen rabbits
7 weredealing with at that time was not willing to 7 running under them, I've seen life continuing on.
8 makethe changes. Thisgroup voted and decidedthey | 8 The undisputed facts about the wind turbines have
9 liked theidea of wind energy. However, they also | 9 not changed. Y ou have to look at them and they will
10 saidthey were not willing to sign leases with an 10 cast ashadow.
11 out-of-state company that we could not trust to 11 | believe that wind turbines can supply
12 treat peoplein afair manner. The group voted 12 enough green energy to meet the needs of multiple
13 against signing with this company. 13 thousands of homeswhich | believeisastep in the
14 A short time later, it was brought to our 14 right direction. Inthis project, it has been
15 attention there was an Illinois-based wind company |15 decided that wind turbines should be 1500 feet from
16 that was putting up wind turbines. They were 16 aresidence. A 1500 foot radius from asingle
17 contacted and asked to comedown andtalk tous. It |17 residence controls over 160 acres of farm ground.
18 was anight-and-day difference negotiating a 18 I do believe we should be very careful
19 contract with Invenergy as compared to the previous |19 about taking away ownership rights from one person
20 company. Invenergy listened to our concernsand |20 and giving it to another. If we do it for one
21 werewilling to make alot of the changesthat we |21 thing, what isto stop us from taking away our
22  wanted. And if they couldn't make the changes, they |22 property rights for other things? First turbines.
23 explained why. They negotiated in good faithandwe |23 Then what? Noisy grain bins, dairy barns, hog
24 came up with an acceptable contract. 24 houses, poultry houses? Where does it stop once we
Page 2850 Page 2852
1 Eventualy the wind study group voted to 1 start down that slippery slope?
2 accept the contract with Invenergy, and sometimein | 2 The landownersin this project have been
3 early 2006 the neighbors started signing contracts. 3 getting alease payment from Invenergy for many
4 No oneto my knowledge signed a contract until the | 4 years. If thisproject is denied, it will adversely
5 group asawhole had studied and okayed it. 5 affect the current and future income on every acre
6 Sometime later, Invenergy decided to make 6 of ground in this project. | believe the schools
7 thisproject bigger to include some additional areas | 7 will get the money from these turbines on time and
8 east and south of Forrest. The wind study group 8 not have to wait for the state to find the money
9 remained available to answer questions and continued | 9 they're supposed to send.
10 togiveassistance when we could. Then sometime |10 Over the lifetime of these turbines, there
11 later, | think around 2008, the footprint was 11 will beliteraly millions of dollars coming into
12 expanded again south of Fairbury. And at that time, |12 our communities. More jobswill be created. If one
13 after having worked on this project for about three |13 son can return to the farm, if one person getsa
14 years, we felt we had accomplished our goal of 14 job, then | think that is significant. While there
15 getting agood quality wind project for the 15 are no perfect solutions, Americans unending
16 community and did not feel the need to continue 16 consumption of energy will keep growing, and wind
17 meeting as the contractual work had been completed. |17 energy isagood way to supply part of that demand.
18 From 2006 to present, Invenergy has 18 | feel with Invenergy this project could be a great
19 faithfully lived up to their lease agreements. The |19  benefit to our community. Thank you.
20 original group of leases has been re-signed and 20 CHAIRMAN CORNAL E: Thank you, Mr. Fosdick.
21 hundreds of other people have also signed leases. 21 Do we have any questions? Nothing. Local
22 Each signed lease is a positive vote for this 22 governments, school districts, any questions of Mr.
23 project as each purchaser exercisestheir individual |23 Fosdick? Counsel on either side, do you have any
24 right as private landownersto sign or not. 24 questionsfor Mr. Fosdick?
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1 MR. BLAZER: Not for me, but | think he 1 Q. Okay. They'renot silent, that's probably
2 does. 2 abetter way to put it, correct?
3 MR. LUETKEHANS: Of course. 3 A. | would say that's correct.
4 QUESTIONS BY 4 Q. Okay.
5 MR. LUETKEHANS: 5 MR. LUETKEHANS: Nothing further.
6 Q. Mr. Fosdick, just so we're clear, Julieis 6 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody in the audience
7 your wife, correct? 7 with questions of Mr. Fosdick?
8 A. Thatiscorrect. 8 MS. SEVERSON: Amber Severson.
9 Q. Okay. Andwhen did you make the decision | 9 QUESTIONSBY
10 tosignacontract with Invenergy? 10 MS. SEVERSON:
11 A. Itwasback in 2006 | believe after we, 11 Q. Hi, Mr. Fosdick.
12 thegroup, had decided that we would go with 12 A. Hi.
13 Invenergy. 13 Q. Atthebeginning of your statement, you
14 Q. Okay. 14 said that you had a 90-year-old neighbor lady who
15  A. Nobody signed it until thegroup decided |15 you actualy did tenant farming for. | believe
16 it wasagood thingto do. 16 that'swhat you said; is that correct?
17 Q. And the group disbanded in 2008 | think 17 A. Oneof my landlordsgot the letter. She
18 you said? 18 wasthefirst oneto get aletter, you know.
19 A. Yes. 19 Q. One--
20 Q. Okay. So both when you signed your 20 A. Wetook her up to Mendota and she walked
21 contract and when the group had disbanded, there |21 underneath the turbines, and she -- yeah, | couldn't
22 were no other wind farms, wind turbine farmsin 22 gignthefarm up for her. Shehad tosignit up
23 Livingston County, correct, that werein existence? |23 herself.
24  A. They werebeingbuilt. Wetalked to 24 Q. Andthat was her land and her family's
Page 2854 Page 2856
1 peopleinthe--thenorthern part of thecountywas | 1 land?
2 intheprocessof building them. We had some people | 2 A. Yes, it was.
3 that weknew up in Bureau County they were putting | 3 Q. Okay. How many acres was that, do you
4 up, but theonly ones at the very beginningwasthe | 4 know?
5 onesup by Mendota. 5 A. That farm was 240 acres.
6 Q. Theoneswhat? I'm sorry. 6 Q. 240acres. Andyou told her -- you
7 COURT REPORTER: By Mendota. 7 instructed her that she was going to be signing a
8 Q. Oh, by Mendota, okay. So the pointis 8 lease agreement?
9 that nonewerein operation when you executedyour | 9 A. No, | told her she needed to go up and
10 contract, correct? Nonein Livingston County. 10 takealook and make her own mind up. | don't make
11 A. | don't know of any other onesin 11 their mind up for my landlords. They'retotally
12 operation. | couldn't tell you for sure. | don't 12 capable of doing that.
13 havestarting dates on that. 13 Q. Asyouwere speaking, you referred to
14 Q. Okay. You said that if the wind turbines 14 these contracts as lease agreements. Y ou understand
15 Qo up, people must -- will haveto look at themand |15 that they're not |ease estate agreements? Do you
16 they will -- they will cast ashadow. Doyourecal |16 understand that they are easement agreements?
17 saying that? 17  A. Oh,you mean -- yes, yes. That'sfine.
18 A. Yes 18 Q. Soshewas-- shewasfine and convinced
19 Q. They will aso create noise, correct? 19 with signing all of her 240 acres for an easement.
20 A. Thereissomenoiseassociated withthem. |20 A. Yes
21 Q. Butthereisnoise, correct? They're not 21 Q. Do you understand that the easement isn't
22 Quiet. 22 just for where the tower goes? It's not just for
23 A. | would say ther€'snoise associated with 23  wherethe road goes?
24  them. 24 A. It'sonthewholefarm.
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1 Q. It'sfor thewhole property. 1 todoor and we talked to people and we asked them,
2 A. That'scorrect. 2 you know, what kind of problems are you having here?
3 Q. Okay. Andyou aswell signed one of these 3 Andwe'vedonethat for ten years.
4 easement agreements and you're fine with that. 4 I wasin the hospital thislast week and
5 A. Yes 5 oneof thenursesthat wasthere, wasan RN there,
6 Q. Do you understand that your property can 6 and found out shelived in Saybrook and | said, hey,
7 be sub-easemented to other people, other entities? 7 doyou livearound wind farms? She said shedid. |
8 A. | --wevehad umpteen lawyerslook at it. 8 said, what kind of problemsdo you have? Said we
9 Wereally put our confidencein thelawyers. | -- | 9 don't have any problems. | said, you can sleep at
10 Q. Okay. 10 night all right? Yeah, fine. Shesaid it's--
11 MS. SEVERSON: All right, thank you. 11 She had only good thingsto say about them
12 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody eisefromthe |12 other than the fact, the negative thing she had to
13 audience with questions? 13 say was sometimesthelightsat night bothered her,
14 QUESTIONSBY 14 but it wasn't a big deal, and the -- she said you
15 MR. KAISNER: 15 could hear noise when you went outside and in
16 Q. Again, my name'sLarry Kaisner. Larry, 16 certain directions of wind, but she said normally it
17 how many -- are you going to get some wind turbines? |17 wasn't aproblem. Asa matter of fact, she said it
18 A. Ifitisbuilt, yes, wewill. 18 had been therelong enough now she doesn't know
19 Q. How many? 19 they'retherewhen shedrivesby, kind of like
20  A. Five 20 looking at telephone poles. And that was-- you
21 Q. Andhow close are you going to live to -- 21 know, that'sall | asked and that'swhat | got. We
22 MR. BLAZER: Excuse me, Mr. Chairman. | |22 got a contract. And that'sthe answerswe get.
23 believe Mr. Kaisner is one of Mr. Luetkehans's 23 Q. Haveyou recently went online looking for
24 clients. 24 toseeif there's -- with the advancement of science
Page 2858 Page 2860
1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Holdononesecond. | 1 and knowledge and bigger turbines, have you gone out
2 MR.BLAZER: ThisisMr. Larry Kaiser; is | 2 toseeif there's been any change in the literature
3 that correct? 3 out there?
4 MR. KAISNER: Yes. 4  A. | haven't personally went online and
5 MR.BLAZER: Yeah, hesonthelist. 5 looked up tofind stuff. | put more credibility
6 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Allright. All right, | 6 intothe peoplethat actually livein the projects.
7 Mr. Kaisner, you'll haveto -- 7 You can get online, likel said, and you can prove
8 QUESTIONS BY 8 anything or you can disprove anything. | liketo
9 MR. HAYES: 9 talk to peoplefaceto face, and that'show | got
10 Q. Good evening, John Hayes. Whenyou signed |10 most of my information.
11 these agreements, werethere anybody inthisarea, |11 Q. Soyou've goneto awind farm and talked
12 by areal mean the whole part of central Illinois, 12 toevery resident that livesin it?
13 complaining about wind farms? 13 A. Oh, absolutely not.
14  A. They had the same complaintsthat have |14 MR. HAYES: That'sall. Thank you.
15 been brought up here. | mean when you went online |15 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody elsein the
16 and looked, you found the same -- the samethings. |16 audience with questions? Anybody? County staff,
17 That'swhy we had to do all theinvestigatingwe |17 county counsel, ZBA again? All right. Thank you,
18 did. 18 Mr. Fosdick.
19 Q. Soinyour investigation, you did come 19 MR. FOSDICK: Thank you.
20 across complaints against wind farms? 20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Next onmy list is
21 A. Yeah, andyou can get onlineand you can |21 Roger Brown. Roger Brown, are you available this
22 --they can bewonderful, they can bethedevil's |22 eveningtotalk? All right, don't see Roger Brown.
23 advocate, | mean you find that anywhere. What we |23 Nextis--
24 did, we actually visited wind farms and we went door |24 MR. BLAZER: Mr. Chairman, | was just
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1 advised that he's returning from vacation. He's 1 negotiations simply because we're waiting for more
2 supposed to be here Wednesday. 2 engineering data to be able to go forward with more
3 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Carol | 3 detailed specifications. Asin all agreements, the
4 Waibel, Carol W-A-1-B-E-L. No Caral, al right. 4 devil'sin the details, so we have to have good
5 Julie Newhouse? 5 detailed road documentation.
6 MR. LUETKEHANS: She's hot going to 6 The road commissioners have even employed
7 tedtify. 7 their only separate consulting and engineering firm,
8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: shesnot testifying, | 8 Lewis, Yockey & Brown Incorporated from Bloomington,
9 okay. Danny Betz, Danny Betz. 9 who are advising them on evaluating the road
10 MR.BLAZER: | don't believe he'll be 10 proposal and the engineering data regarding traffic
11 coming, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman, | don't believe |11  count, weight loads, that sort of thing, so they'll
12 Mr. Betz will be coming. 12 have an independent engineering source of advice as
13 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: okay, Rovert Lenz. Mr. |13 Well as depending on the county engineering office.
14 Lenz, would you be all right to testify this 14 So we're midstream in our negotiations,
15 evening? 15 and my desireto testify tonight, | can do it
16 MR. LENZ: Yeah, if you want meto. 16 tonight, issimply to let you know that that's
17 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: okay, why dontyou |17 ongoing. We feel our negotiations are proceeding in
18 come up and save yourself atrip back. All right, 18 good faith, but the duration of your zoning hearings
19 Mr. Lenz. 19 probably has caused some delay in Invenergy being
20 (Mr. Robert Lenz was duly sworn.) 20 ableto produce more engineering datafor us.
21 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, please state | 21 But the road commissioners are not taking
22 your name and address for our court reporter and 22 any position on the merits of the zoning. That's
23 then you can go ahead. 23 not their job. They're independently elected
24 MR. LENZ: Okay, my nameis Robert Lenz. |24 officials who respect the role of the county board
Page 2862 Page 2864
1 I'mattorney in Bloomington. My addressthereis 1 itself to make -- as alegidature to make that
2 202 North Center. I've been practicing for over 50 | 2 decision. We just want to make sure that if this
3 years, and the last seven or eight yearsI'veworked | 3 project is approved, we can assure the residents of
4 onabout 15 wind farms around the state of Illinois, | 4 those townships that we're going to have good roads
5 mostly in central Illinois. For example, I've done 5 asanoutcome. So just wanted to make kind of a
6 road agreements for the wind farms herein 6 statusreporttoyou. That'sall | have, thank you.
7 Livingston County where | represent the road 7 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, thank you.
8 commissioners. 8 Allright, ZBA, do we have any questions of Mr.
9 In this particular project, | represent 9 Lenz? All right. Local government, school
10 all nine road commissioners who have had anumber of |10 districts? Counsel on either side?
11 meetings starting in late November until recently. |11 MR. BLAZER: No.
12 It'songoing. Our jobisto make surethat if the 12 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: wr. Luetkehans, do you
13 county approves the project, that we want to make |13 have any questions?
14 sure we end up with aroad agreement that will 14 QUESTIONSBY
15 providefor good safe roads rebuilt in good 15 MR. LUETKEHANS:
16 condition or better, at least really good condition 16 Q. You said that this-- the length of this
17 whenthisproject isover. We've been studyingthe |17 hearing has caused delay for Invenergy getting you
18 agricultural impact study that -- report that's 18 engineering data. Could you explain that for me,
19 underway. We've received on March 3rd the 19 Mr. Lenz?
20 Livingston County Soil and Water Conservation 20  A. Normally after -- at about this stage or
21 report. We've reviewed the other soil and water 21 even beforethisstage, we'd have alittle more
22 conservation district reports. 22 engineering data than hasbeen provided sofar.
23 We are negotiating with Invenergy's 23 It'snot abig problem; it'snot a concern. Weare
24 representatives now, but we're at apauseinthose |24 mindful of thefact that if and when this project --
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1 if theproject isapproved by the county, thenwe | 1 it waspretty much they kind of laid down the
2 havealimited period of time after that data 2 gauntlet, said hereit is, takeit or leaveit, and
3 approval in order to produceawind --agood road | 3 at onepoint wewalked out of the meeting and said,
4 useagreement. And wejust want to makesurewe're | 4 well, if you're going to bethat way, you're not
5 waell within that time period. Sowerekeepingsome | 5 goingto build aproject in thisfootprint. Then
6 pressureright now on Invenergy to producethat | 6 they cameback to uslater when they found out that
7 information for us. We harassthem occasionally | 7 wereally meant it.
8 askingfor moredata. That'sall | meant. 8 MR. LUETKEHANS: Nothing further.
9 Q. Doyou represent the Minonk Township road | 9 CHAIRMAN CORNAL E: Members of the audience
10 commissioners? 10 with any questionsfor Mr. Lenz?
11 A. | represent all of thenineroad 11 QUESTIONSBY
12 commissionersin thisproject, yes. 12 MR. BITTNER:
13 Q. Okay. AndisMinonk in this project? 13 Q. I'mKaeith Bittner.
14  A. I'msorry? 14  A. I'msorry, would you repeat that?
15 Q. Minonk. 15 Q. Kaeith Bittner.
16  A. No,Minonk isnotinthisproject. | am 16  A. Okay, fine
17 theattorney for theroad commissioners. | think an |17 Q. Iliveat 5326 North 2300 East Road,
18 associate from your office has called meand talked |18 Fairbury. Now, over the course of this past summer,
19 about that a couple monthsago. | represent the-- |19 there'salot of neighbors noticed alot of
20 becausethe Minonk Wind Farm project, whichisa |20 different trucksin the area and obviously we wanted
21 Gamesaproject not an Invenergy project, haspart of |21 to know what was going on. Now, | had stopped and
22 itsfootprint in Woodford County and, asyou know, |22 visited with a couple of the guys and they were
23 part of itsfootprint in Livingston County, it's 23 doing the road surveys and that was last summer.
24 called Minonk becausethat'swhere most of the |24 Now you're saying that Invenergy does not have that
Page 2866 Page 2868
1 turbinesare. And we have adisputewith that 1 datacompiled?
2 developer becausethey'renot living up to their 2 A. Oh,no. Asamatter of fact, therewasa
3 part of thecontract. And that isadisputethat's | 3 changein thetransportation plan in termsof the
4 notin court, but it'san ongoing negotiation. 4 road arrangement, so that some of thetesting, as|
5 Q. Butit'san ongoing dispute between your 5 understand it, was done by two different engineering
6 road commissioners and the wind energy company, | 6 companiesthat were contracted with Invenergy. One
7 correct? 7 iSARA. Theother isHLN. They do different
8 A. Insubstance. Not all companiesare 8 things. They would do the boringsto test the depth
9 created equal, just likenot all of usare created 9 of thegravel baseto know what the strength of the
10 equally aslawyers. And we havefound that Gamesa |10 road is, thereforewhat kind of damage certain
11 hasbeen very difficult to deal with. | can tell 11 weight loadswould dotoit, avariety of other
12 you that they werevery difficult to deal within |12 things.
13 thenegotiating phase aswell and during the 13 Then with the changein thetransportation
14 construction phase. So what we're going through now |14 plan, they had to go back and do some more, but they
15 isnot new tousasfar asthat project is 15 couldn't dothat during thewinter, sothey're
16 concerned. 16 advising they'll have thosereports supplemented and
17 Q. Sothey weren't always honest early onin 17 availableto usbeforethe end of April.
18 the process with you? 18 Q. Okay, thank you.
19 A. I'mnot surel heard what you said. 19 A. Sure
20 Q. They weren't alwaysup front in the 20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody elsefrom the
21 project with you? 21 audience with questions? Nobody else. County
22 A. Wdl, it was sort of atake-it-or-leave-it 22 saff, county counsel, ZBA again? All right. Thank
23 project. | mean negotiations have got somegiveand |23 you, Mr. Lenz.
24 takeasyou know from your experience. With Gamesa, (24  A. Thanksvery much.
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1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Nextonthelist,| | 1 vibrationsand sleep deprivation isagross
2 have Danny Betz, Danny Betz. 2 injustice and aviolation of our inalienable rights.
3 MR. BLAZER: He'stheoneyou shouldtake | 3 The mountains of evidence already presented over
4 off thelist, Mr. Chairman. 4 months of meetings and hearings prove that thisis
5 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: cindy Kaisner, Cindy | 5 truly a human health hazard.
6 Kaisner. 6 When we fought the incinerator battle and
7 (Ms. Cindy Kaisner was duly affirmed.) 7 won, thank God, an article in The Blade from the
8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Pleasestateyour name | 8 oOpposition stated that afew may suffer while many
9 and address for our court reporter, and thenyou can | 9  will benefit. That, in reverse, isthe situation
10 go ahead and begin. 10 with thewind turbines. Many may suffer that afew
11 MS. KAISNER: Cindy Kaisner, 11848 North |11 will benefit. How low have we sunk that such an
12 2800 East Road, Forrest, lllinois. Larry and | have |12 attitude could possibly prevail ?
13 lived in our homein Pleasant Ridge over 40 years. |13 Money unjustly gained is afleeting thing
14 Larry was born there, we were married there, and our |14  with no lasting benefit. We are accountable for
15 three children were raised there. We bought the 15 decisions we make that can adversely affect
16 home from Larry's parentswho raised eight children |16 another'slife or property. When the wind company
17 inthe same house. Between the two families, 17 wasenticing peopleto sign for aturbine sometime
18 Kaisners havelived in the home for 86 years. And |18 ago, we decided it would be wrong to get paid for a
19 now Invenergy wants to surround our homewithwind |19 turbine on our land when all of our neighbors who
20 turbines and destroy that family legacy. 20 own the house but not the land around it would lose
21 Six turbines are sited within one and 21 thevalue of their home. With the truth that has
22 one-half mileradius of the foundation of our house. |22 been so completely exposed about the negative
23 Oneisonly about one-third mile away. Invenergy |23 consequences of these giant wind turbines, thereis
24 calsthisthe Pleasant Ridge Wind Energy Project, a |24 no amount of money that is worth bringing harm to
Page 2870 Page 2872
1 designation | resent, because they have no right to 1 friends or neighbors when we would benefit. The
2 usurp the name of our beautiful townshipand useit | 2 Word says: What doesit profit amanto gain a
3 for anindustrial wind project. If such athing 3 whole world and then lose his own soul. Thank you.
4 wereto happen, it would not be Pleasant Ridge ever | 4 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you, Ms. Kaisner.
5 agan. 5 Do we have any questions for Ms. Kaisner? All
6 We love the sunsets, the singing of birds, 6 right. Local government, school districts? Counsel
7 and thewildlife that are awonderful part of 7 oneither side?
8 country living. A county board member said he 8 MR. LUETKEHANS: (Shakes head).
9 drives past the wind farm on hisway to work every | 9 MR. BLAZER: (Shakes head).
10 day and the turbines only work about 30 percent of |10 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Airright. Any members
11 thetime. He asked the county administrator why 11 of the audience with questions? Anybody out there
12 they don't run al the time and was told becausewe |12 with questions? County counsel? County staff? ZBA
13 havetoo much power. Sowhy do they need another |13 again? We're good? Okay, thank you.
14 wind farm? What isthe point? 14 Next on the list, Ed Maubach, Ed Maubach.
15 The Constitution of this great nation 15 (Mr. Ed Maubach was duly sworn.)
16 givesevery citizen the promise of life, liberty and |16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Piease state your name
17 the pursuit of happiness. In such ademocracy that |17 and address for our court reporter and then go ahead
18 we are blessed and privileged to live in, no one 18 and begin.
19 should be able to take those rights away from 19 MR. MAUBACH: Ed Maubach, Forrest,
20 another. Health and happiness cannot be bought with |20 Illinois, 520 North Pearl Street. M-A-U-B-A-C-H.
21 money. Those blessings are endowed by the Faithful |21  Okay. On February 2nd, | attended the Regional
22 Creator. To jeopardize the health or well-being of |22  Planning Commission meeting in Pontiac. The
23 another with theintrusion of giant wind turbines 23 committee voted unanimously, unanimously that what
24 with glaring lights, relentless infrasound and 24 was provided by the Pleasant Ridge Wind Energy
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1 Project isincompatible with the county's 1 checklist analysisfor proposed land use changes, it
2 comprehensive plan. Therewasalot of discussion | 2 indicatesthereisapoint analysisthat should be
3 astothereasons and afew items were discussed. 3 used by the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Planning
4 Number one, natural resources and 4 Commission and County Board to ensure consistency in
5 wildlife. Concernswere voiced about the natural 5 evaluation of land usage changes and an ongoing
6 resources and wildlife, including migrating birds, 6 review of the basis on the criteriain the plan.
7 bats and the effects of the noise and flicker on 7 There are 9 points out of the 16 in this checklist
8 fish. Over 50,000 acres of prime farmland will be 8 that are obviously affected in a negative way.
9 inthefootprint and could potentially be affected. 9 Does the land use change fulfill a
10 Health and safety. The health and safety 10 significant need in the area? This application does
11 of the county residents was abig concern discussed. |11 not fulfill any significant need for the area. It's
12 Thediscussion included noise, shadow flicker,anda |12 most likely none of the electricity produced by the
13 disregard for people who livein the footprint who |13 wind turbines will be used in our county.
14 are not owners of farm ground. It was pointed out |14 Will the land use change be beneficial to
15 that in Wisconsin 20 hours of flicker was allowed, |15 the general welfare, safety and health of the
16 andthisprojectisalowing 30 hours. A comment |16 residents of the immediate area and the general
17 was made that curiously the setback from cemeteries |17 population of the county? Asthe RPC discussed and
18 isbigger than the setback from primary residences. |18 many witnesses have testified, that turbines have
19 Property values. The impact on property 19 the potentia to have a huge negative impact on the
20 valueswas aso discussed, and there were no studies |20 general welfare, safety and health of residents.
21 done on how many buyers are walking away from the |21 Will the land use change constitute
22 turbines. 22 precedence of an incompatible use and be detrimental
23 Detriment to public welfare. A comment 23 to adjacent property? Studies showing decreased
24 was made that Invenergy believesthe impactson the |24 property values prove this to be detrimental to
Page 2874 Page 2876
1 residential sector isgoing to be minimal. One 1 adjacent properties. Also the effects of damaged or
2 board member commented that alot of peoplewill be | 2 crushed tile occurring during construction may not
3 impacted. It takes options away from peoplewhoare | 3 berevealed for months. The effects will impact not
4 not participating. The good neighbor agreement 4 only the landowner on whose farm thetile is crushed
5 basically sayswe know you are putting -- we are 5 but also adjacent landowners who may not
6 putting you in abad spot and we are giving you a 6 participate.
7 little money for it. The homeowner does not have 7 Will the land use change adversely
8 optionsto get away from the turbines. Thisproject | 8 influence living conditions due to the creation of a
9 involvesalot of people who do not have avoice. 9 new pollution source? Studies and real-life
10 Theconclusionisthat thereisalot of work that 10 testimony show that noise pollution, both audible
11 needsto be done, and | thank God for that lady that |11 and inaudible, infrasound, is avery real
12 spoke up that night. 12 possibility for people living inside the footprint.
13 Consistency with the municipal plan. The 13 The noise can cause seep deprivation which in turn
14 mayor of Chatsworth indicated at the RPC committee |14 can cause serious adverse health effects.
15 that Invenergy has not even talked to Chatsworth, |15 Will the land use change adversely
16 thiswasthe mayor, about their municipal plan, and |16 influence adjacent property values? Common sense
17 therefore, he is unsure about the rest of the 17 saysthat most peopleif given a choice would choose
18 information they provided. Had they talked to other |18 not to live amongst the turbines. Also studies on
19 municipalities? Applications need to be consistent |19 local property valuesin neighboring wind farms
20 withal municipal plans. 20 provethat the valueis adversely affected.
21 | would like to tie back this discussion, 21 Will the land use change contribute to
22 over al discussion of the project, directly to the 22 unsafe traffic patterns or undue congestion?
23 county's comprehensive plan. Inthe Livingston 23 Especialy during construction phase, thereisa
24 County Comprehensive Plan, under Section 4.6, 24  serious concern about the traffic near the junior
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1 highin Forrest, but they forgot to put the grade 1 that's about the setback in Forrest. A mileand a

2 school in there, asthe proposed batch plant is 2 half isprobably not -- if this goesthrough, is

3 acrossthe street. 3 probably not that bad, but a half mile and with that

4 Will the land use change adversely affect 4 half mile, there is no way that that town can grow.

5 thevaluable natural resources of the county? 5 And, likel say, there'sthe junior high on the

6 Besidestaking prime farmland out of production, 6 north end and on the west end there's alittle grade

7 there could be impactsto al the farmland in the 7 school, and they're going to have to put up with

8 footprint due to restrictions upon aeria spraying, 8 this, these poor kids. That'sall | got.

9 damaged tilesand et cetera. 9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you, Mr. Maubach.
10 Will the land use change create additional 10 Do wehaveany questions for him at this point? All
11 environmental problems due to soil, vegetation, 11 right, local government and school districts?

12 dlope of the floodplain? Damaged tile and the 12 Counsel on either side?
13 resulting flood issues could cause problems with 13 MR. LUETKEHANS: (Shakes head).
14 soil, vegetation and floodplain. 14 MR. BLAZER: (Shakes head).
15 Is the land use change consistent with 15 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Members of
16 municipal plans? The mayor of Chatsworth indicated |16 the audience, any questions from the audience?
17 there has been no discussion with hiscity regarding |17 Anybody out there with questions? No. County
18 theplans. 18 counsel? County staff? ZBA again? Thank you, Mr.
19 | would aso liketo tie this, my 19 Maubach.
20 testimony, back to the ZBA Standards of Special Use |20 Cheryl Hoffman. Cheryl Hoffman, are you
21 based on incompatibility with the Comprehensive |21 available this evening?
22 Plan. There are severd violations. The 22 MS. HOFFMAN: No, not ready.
23 application is not consistent in all respectsto the 23 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Not ready, al right.
24 Livingston County Comprehensive Plan and Livingston (24 Next | have Laura Kerber.

Page 2878 Page 2880

1 County Zoning Ordinance. There are many concerns!| | 1 MR. LUETKEHANS: She'son thelist for

2 have discussed in which this project will 2 Wednesday night.

3 potentially be detrimental to or endanger the public | 3 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Steve

4 hedth, safety, morals, comfort and general welfare. | 4 Knauer? Steve Knauer? Barb Cook? Barb Cook?

5 This project has great potential of being 5 Okay. Carol Knapp?

6 injuriousto the use and enjoyment of other property | 6 AUDIENCE VOICE: She's absent.

7 inthe immediate vicinity for the uses already 7 AUDIENCE VOICE: They'rein Florida.

8 permitted or substantially reduce the value of 8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Harvey

9 neighboring properties. 9 Zehr, Junior?

10 It also has the potential to impede 10 MR. LUETKEHANS: He's going to be on my
11 orderly growth, development and improvement of |11 witnesslist for Wednesday night as well.

12 surrounding properties for those uses permitted in |12 CHAIRMAN CORNAL E: our wednesday witness
13 thezoning district. Future development is 13 listisredly growing. George Busch, B-U-S-C-H.
14 restricted due to specific limits and setbacks, 14 Brent Johnston.

15 noise and potential shadow flicker; also duetothe |15 MR. BLAZER: He's Wednesday.

16 decreased property values and growth of thetown. |16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Terry Cope? Carolyn
17 Finally, this special useis not 17  Gerwin? John A. Slagel?

18 consistent with the spirit, purpose and intent of 18 MR. SLAGEL: How long you got?

19 theseregulations. It will potentially injure the 19 MR. BLAKEMAN: Two minutes.

20 appropriate use of neighboring property 20 MR. SLAGEL: | can introduce myself.

21 substantially and permanently. It will be 21 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, we'll skip
22 detrimental to the public convenience and welfare |22 over you. Warren Gillett? Warren Gillett? Adam
23 and this-- the growth and development improving. |23 Followell? Glen Schrof?

24 | -- 1 just got one more thing to say, and 24 MS. REBEKAH FEHR: He aready spoke.
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CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Just so
everybody knows, that's everybody on the list that's
supposed to testify. So everybody that said they're
going to go Wednesday, factor that into your
presentation, because Wednesday -- and then | guess
well continue on the 25th. I'm going to remind
everybody on the 25th isthe last night to sign up,
SO you're going to need to make sure you've signed
up.

MR. LUETKEHANS: Mr. Chairman, | have a
question. Mark Aberle, did he already testify and |
missed it or -- he did? | apologize, thank you.

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay. | guesswith
that, remind everybody we're meeting on Wednesday
here 6:30. Chuck, do we know anything about the
25th, here or there or -- okay, we don't know the
venue yet on the 25th. Need to make sure you're
signed up. Certainly if you think you're going to
testify, sign up on the 18th, but if not, sign up on
the 25th. We're going to address the Rand situation
with the report on Wednesday. That will be first
thing.

With that, | need amotion to recess.

MR. VITZTHUM: I'll make that motion.
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CHAIRMAN CORNALE: vitzthum motions. Can
| get a second?

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Second.

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, we've got a
second, Howard Zimmerman seconds. All in favor?

ALL MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Opposed?

(Adjourned at 9:18 p.m.)
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STATE OF | LLINO S
COUNTY OF FORD

SS

I, June Haerme, a Notary Public in and for
( of Ford, State of IIllinois, do hereby
certify that the follow ng7 Li vi ngston County Zoni ng
Board of geeal s Case SU-7-14 hearing was taken at
the Walton ntre, 100 West Locust Street,

Illinois, on March 16, 2015.

That the said testinony was taken down in
st enograph notes and afterwards reduced to
typewiting under ny instruction and that the,
transcript is a true record of the testinony given.

I do further certify that | ama
di sinterested person in this cause of action; that |
amnot a relative, or otherwise interested in the
event of this action, and amnot in the enploy of
the attorneys for either art?/.

IN W TNESS WHERECF, have hereunto set n1y
hand and affixed my notarial seal this 24th day o
March, 2015.

t he Count

Fai rbury,

JUNE HAEME, CSR
NOTARY PUBLI C

"OFFI CI AL SEAL"
June Haene

Notary Public, é
My Conmi ssi on Expires:
Sept enber 27, 2016

State of Illinois
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