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3 2 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. If we can
 Februany e 0t 3 go ahead and make our way to our seats, we'll get
: Pontiag Township, 1 gb, school 4 going this evening. Call the meeting to order.
BOARD MEMBERS . 5 Chuck, roll call please.
3 Mchael Cornale Acting Chair 6 MR. SCHOPP: Thisis the February 9th,
John Vitzthum ; ; ; i
Joan Hui sman 7 2015, continuation hearing of the Livingston County
g Tom Bl akeman, Attor r?e?n?olrvggﬁioﬂg Board of Appeal s 8 Zoni_ng Board of Appeals review Of_ Livingston County
10 Livingsharles T. Schopp, Administrator . . 9 Zoning Case SU-7-14, Pleasant Rldge Energy, LLC,
| vingston County, fepy ohai, Planning Comm ssion |10 Pleasant Ridge Wind Energy project.
11 Pontiac, IL 61764 11 Roll call isMichael Cornale.
ii é&h"-’“gﬁ R ‘kﬁ]bg{éﬂsoﬁ“mty 12 CHAIRMAN CORNA!_E: Here.
Zoohal n jpanks, Kenny & Schwartz 13 MR. SCHOPP: John Vitzthum.
14 Cni cago, 1L 80602 14 MR.VITZTHUM: Here.
15 . . , 15 MR. SCHOPP: Richard Kiefer.
Appear i nﬁ For Apgl i cant/ 1 nvenergy:
16 Mchael s Blazer 16 MR. KIEFER: Here.
17 Jeep & Bl azer LLC 17 MR. SCHOPP: Diana Iverson
24 North Hillside Avenue, Suite A ’ ’ ’
18 Hlliside |L 80162 18 MS. IVERSON: Here.
19 nbl azer @nvi roatty. com 19 MR. SCHOPP: Howard Zimmerman. Joan
20 Appealr:)ihinlgI iforAUniLLg{jkghginéens of Livingston County: |20 Huisman.
21 éﬁno; gtg%/ .atLulé?\Iivehans & Garner, LLC 21 MS. HUISMAN: Here.
22 105 E I;r\lii ng Park Road ’ 22 MR. SCHOPP: Gibs Nielsen. We havea
23 630. 760. 4601 23 quorum. Just aquick announcement so everyone's
pl uet kehans@l g-atty. com . .
24 24 aware. After tonight, we have a meeting tomorrow
Page 1862 Page 1864
; | NDEX OF PRESENTERS Page 1 night, which is scheduled for the 10th of February
g MBRVIN STIGHNOTH. .o 1866 2 at Walton Centrein Fairbury. Next week, we have
4 Egﬂ % By GhAl 'ﬁﬁﬁKEHANSL' DO %298 3 one scheduled for Tuesday the 17th and Wednesday the
. ESTI NS Bv MR RELSON . 1 1l 186s 4 18th. And the following week, it's on Monday the
. ESH NS BY M BIEGCAGEL......... 1833 5 23rd and Wednesday the 25th. And all four of those
6 meetingswill bein Fairbury at the Walton Centre at
7 GUESTI ONS By BOARD MEMBER HUI SMAN |11 1608 > th Spoignt N time. y
8 WS By wvk Hawe o 1Y 8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Al right. I'd liketo
O NELSON ZEMR ..o 1914 9 take this opportunity to welcome everybody here this
10 QST S BY HOARDNENBER Ui SN 1943 10 evening. Itlookslike this evening we have
11 Egﬂ % g %E: @E\%BNZ T 182421 11 individuals kind of scheduled to testify. Mr.
12 VBER SEVERSON. 1057 12 Luetkehans has provided us alist of some
ij Egﬂ % E¥ % glé’éﬂzﬁ R %8%% 13 |nd|V|duaI§anrk1)g Wlth a_Ilst We:' work off of that
14 you guys have been signing up for.
15 15 Again, remind everybody that if you do
16 | NDEX OF ExH BI TS 16 plan to speak, please sign up. | know Janeis out
17 Page 17 there yet this evening taking names, so please make
18 Peasant Rdse BBt N e 183 18 sureyou do that. , .
19 e Bxhibit No. 8 014 19 With that, | guesswe'll get going. Mr.
20 . 20 Luetkehans, if you want to call your witness forward
21 21 orif you want usto or however you want to work
22 22 thisout.
23 23 MR. LUETKEHANS: Yeah. If | may, we have,
24 24 asyou know, Mike McCann testifying tomorrow night.
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1 | would like to at least hand out his report tonight 1 farm was built in Indiana across the state line from
2 so that the board has the opportunity to look at it 2 me. | livethree and a half miles from the Indiana
3 if they havetime. | know I'm not giving them alot 3 state line, and in Benton County, one of the first
4 of time. Mr. Blazer received that Friday, at least 4 wind farmsin that areawas built. And | was
5 thefinal report. He received a draft a couple days 5 watching it being built and was pretty exciting. It
6 beforethat. And | know Mr. Griffin and Mr. 6 went into action and | thought it was pretty great
7 Blakeman received it Friday as well. 7 to haveit over there.
8 So | would like to at least get thisin 8 Well, acouple years later, awind farm
9 your hands, because, as you know, the reports that 9 was planned in my areaand | thought, hey, that's
10 Invenergy did you all had well before their 10 gredt, thisisfree energy, so to speak, which |
11 testimony. I'mjust hoping that | can help out a 11 learned later is not free, but | was very excited to
12 little bit and move this process along. So this 12 seeit being built. | watched it carefully asit
13 would be UCLC 7. 13 wasbuilt. The nearest one was about a mile from me
14 And we would ask Marvin Stichnoth to come |14 and there were several more just alittle bit
15 to the stand. 15 farther than that.
16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Mr. Stichnoth, if you |16 It's probably about two years, two and a
17 could for me, please, would you liketo be affirmed |17 half years ago in the summer it started in
18 or take an oath? 18 operation. When | would be sleeping at night, |
19 MR. STICHNOTH: | don't redly care. 19 would hear thislow, very low frequency noise.
20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: okay. Couldyouplesse |20 Sounded like ajet plane in the distance or a
21 raiseyour right hand? 21 freight train several miles away, but it never got
22 (Marvin Stichnoth was duly sworn.) 22 any closer. It just was a constant low frequency
23 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Couldyou |23 noise.
24 please state your name and address for our court 24 One night, my wife was gone and it was
Page 1866 Page 1868
1 reporter? 1 exceptionally bad. | got up and couldn't believe
2 MR. STICHNOTH: My nameisMarvin 2 what it was. | got out and walked out into the yard
3 Stichnoth. My addressis 2836 East 1160 North Road, | 3 inthe middle of the night, and sure enough, the
4 Milford, Hllinois. 4 wind turbines were roaring something terrible.
5 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Mr. Stichnoth, could | 5 Well, in the meantime, we -- my wifeand |
6 you please spell your last name for our reporter? 6 put up with it for a couple years. It doesn't
7 MR. STICHNOTH: | often have to do that. 7 happen every night because the wind doesn't blow
8 S-T-1-C-H-N-O-T-H. 8 every night, and I'm amile away, so the conditions
9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you. Mr. 9 haveto beright for it to be realy annoying. |
10 Luetkehans, you may proceed. 10 certainly feel sorry for the people who have them
11 MR. LUETKEHANS: | think Mr. Stichnoth has |11 all around them.
12 just a statement he'd like to make or statement he'd |12 But we would lay there at night and
13 liketo read or say, and I'll just let him go 13 usually we'd go to sleep by the TV. Then maybe two
14 forward if that's acceptable. 14 o'clock, three o'clock in the morning we'd wake up
15 MR. STICHNOTH: | livein -- near Sheldon |15 with thisroar. You couldn't -- you couldn't get
16 Township in Iroquois County wherethe location of |16 away fromit. You'd go into the bathroom in the
17 the Settlers Trail wind farm was built two and a 17 middle of the house, shut the doors, and it would
18 half years, three years ago. In the past, I've 18 penetrate. It's such alow frequency that nothing
19 always been excited about wind energy. Whenthe |19 stopsit. It -- I'd put my pillow over my head and
20 wind farm was built in Bloomington, | would go over |20 till it would come through. It's hard to imagine
21 onrare occasions, drive through it. | thought this 21 if you don't experience it the low frequency that is
22 isgreat. Surewould be great if it could come to 22 soirritating.
23 my area. 23 Well, what can you do? Finaly, my wife
24 Well, probably five, six years ago awind 24 sayswe've got to do something. So she got a box
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1 window fan that sat on the floor of the bedroom, and | 1 Illinois Pollution Control Board sound requirements
2 now for six months now we've been running thebox | 2 for nighttime levels previously or wasit more
3 fanat night. Andit'salow frequency too, but 3 stringent before?
4 it'snot soirritating and it's just loud enough 4  A. Itwasmorestringent than what the
5 that it drowns out the sound of the wind turbines. 5 Illinois Pollution Board. Welooked at other
6 | still -- I still don't have a good 6 ordinancesthroughout the country and tried to come
7 night's sleep when they're running. Somehow it -- 7 up with something that somewhat mirrored some of the
8 the fan overpowersthe wind turbines, but it still 8 onesthat we saw that we thought wer e effective.
9 penetrates your body and it still causes sleep 9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay, dl right, very
10 deprivation. What | don't quite understand is 10 good. All right. Any units of local government,
11 President Obama has determined that sleep 11 school digtricts, that have any questions for Mr.
12 deprivation isaform of torture and is not to be 12 Stichnoth? Anybody out there? All right.
13 used on prisoners of war. So why isit used uponus |13 Mr. Blazer, do you have any questions for
14 who livein the wind farm area? 14  Mr. Stichnoth.
15 Redlly, that's pretty much all I've got to 15 MR. BLAZER: | do, Mr. Cornale, thank you.
16 say. 16 QUESTIONS BY
17 QUESTIONS BY 17 MR. BLAZER:
18 MR. LUETKEHANS: 18 Q. Mr. Stichnoth, the wind farm that you're
19 Q. Mr. Stichnoth, | have a couple -- one real 19 taking about is Settlers Trail?
20 follow-up question. Do you know whether Iroquois |20  A. Yes,itis.
21 County has changed their ordinancesrelatedtowind |21 Q. And that's operated by a company called
22 turbines recently to protect the citizens of the 22 E.ON?
23 county? 23 A. That'scorrect.
24  A. I'mglad you asked this. | wason the 24 Q. That'sE period O N?
Page 1870 Page 1872
1 county board herethelast coupleyearsand | wason | 1 A. Yes
2 the zoning committee and used my experiencetohelp | 2 Q. Now, you described the sound that you
3 rewritezoning ordinancestotry to protect the 3 heard aslow frequency noise; isthat correct?
4 citizens of Iroquois County in the future. 4 A. That'scorrect.
5 Q. How were those rewritten? 5 Q. And how do you know that?
6 A. Weincreased the setback, we established 6 A. Pardon me?
7 noiselimits. Thosearethethingsthat cometo 7 Q. How doyou know it's low frequency noise?
8 mind, you know, without looking at the ordinance | 8 A. Weéll, | livewith it every day.
9 again. 9 Q. Right, I --
10 Q. You sad they increased the setback. Do 10  A. You can pretty much tell high frequency
11 you know what the increase to the setback was? 11 from low frequency. My wifeisa musician and she's
12 A. Weestablished it tobe 12 rotor diameters |12 very adept at the frequency levels.
13 from thefoundation of any house, and as| 13 Q. Butyou can hear, you can clearly hear
14 understand it, that's going to be changed pretty |14 roaring that you described as low frequency noise,
15 soonto12rotor diametersfrom property lines, and |15 right?
16 thatisonly for nonparticipants. And anyonecan |16  A. Yes, very clearly.
17 opt out of that. You can allow it closer. 17 Q. Okay. AmI correct that you've been
18 MR. LUETKEHANS: Thank you. | have |18 pretty vocal about your complaints regarding this
19 nothing further for Mr. Stichnoth. Wait asecond, |19 windfarm? Isthat afair statement? At least when
20 Mr. Stichnoth, people may have questionsfor you. |20 you were on the county board.
21 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anyother boardmembers |21 A. Yes, | expressed my feelingsand |
22 have questions? Anything? One questionisyou made |22 expressed my opinion on what should happen and how
23 reference to the sound that the -- as the county, 23 it -- thecitizens of Iroquois County should be
24 Iroquois County, changed it. Did it mirror the 24 protected, yes.
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1 Q. And, youknow, | did some checking and it 1 MR. BLAZER: | think that's testimony, not

2 looked like you were the one who -- on the Iroquois | 2 an objection, so --

3 County board, you werethe onewho took theleadon | 3 A. I'dliketo point out --

4 thisissue. And | think you mentioned that, seehow | 4 MR. BLAZER: Hehasto rulefirst.

5 you described it, that you used your experience to 5 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Yeah, well go ahead

6 help rewrite the ordinance; is that correct? 6 and alow these questions just based on you did make

7 A. Yes, | did. And | wasnot thelead. 7 some reference to some experiences, both yours and

8 Therewasateam that wasleading. 8 some other information. So wel'll alow these, but

9 Q. Okay. Andyou gathered -- | think 9 we'rekind of on the borderline.

10 starting sometime in early 2011 you started 10 MR. BLAZER: | understand.

11 gathering information on wind farms, right? 11 BY MR.BLAZER:

12 A. Yes assoon as| became aware of the 12 Q. Do youremember going onto asite called

13 conditionsliving in them, | did start trying to 13 Wind Turbine Syndrome?

14 gather evidencefrom all over on what other people |14  A. I'msorry, | don't -- no, | don't recall

15 were experiencing. 15 that one.

16 Q. Andthat wasfrom the Internet? 16 Q. Allright. Now, Settlers Trail began

17 A. Yes part of it wasfrom thelnternet, 17 operating in 2011, right?

18 part of it wasfrom personal experience with 18 A. Weéll, | can't -- yeah, | don't really

19 interaction with people. 19 remember the exact year. When -- when you livein

20 Q. Okay. Could you tell me some of the sites 20 hdl, it seemsliketimejust passes and you don't

21 that you looked at on the Internet to find this 21 know.

22 information that you were gathering? 22 Q. Wall, do you remember that it operated

23 A. I'msorry, | looked at so many sitesand 23 in-- it began operating in phases, part of it

24 I'mnot prepared to -- thishasbeen a coupleyears |24 toward the end of 2012 -- 2010, excuse me, and then
Page 1874 Page 1876

1 ago,sol really don't -- I'm not prepared to tell 1 another part of it early 2011? Doesthat ring a

2 you what sites. 2 bell?

3 Q. Wéll, for example, was one of them asite 3 A |-

4 caled National Wind Watch? 4 MR. LUETKEHANS: Objection. And hejust

5 A. | looked at that alittle bit, yeah, but 5 testified he didn't recall.

6 that'sonly one of many. 6 MR. BLAZER: Well, I'mtrying to seeif we

7 Q. Right. Another onewas Illinois Wind 7 can plumb the depths of his recollection.

8 Watch, do you remember that one? 8 Q. Do you remember that, sir?

9 A. I'mnot familiar with lllinoisWind Watch. | 9  A. | remember they started building them in
10 MR. LUETKEHANS: I'm going to object to |10 thewinter and they were having a terribletime
11 thisbeing beyond the scope. Hewastestifyingas |11 because of the conditions. | don't believe any were
12 tohispersona basis and what he did. What he 12 runningintheend of that particular year,

13 reviewed was not -- hedidn't sit hereand say what |13 whichever it was, but asthe next year

14 other sites said or what everybody else said. He 14 enfolded[sic], | think towards spring or summer, a
15 just talked about his personal experienceandwhat |15 very few of them started running, and more of them
16 hedid. 16 ran astheyear went on, whichever year that was.
17 MR.BLAZER: Well, hedidn't just talk 17 Q. Wadll, doyourecal that in early 2011 an

18 about his personal experience. He said heused his |18 organization called Illinois Wind Watch began

19 experience to help rewrite the ordinance. | think 19 participating in an anti-wind effort in Iroquois

20 it'simportant to find out what his experienceis 20 County?

21 based on. 21 A. Actually, no. | don't recall anything

22 MR. LUETKEHANS: Andheisoneof how many |22 about Wind Watch being in Iroquois County.
23 county board members, 20 something? One person's |23 Q. Wadll, let me seeif we can refresh your

24 fedingsis not the county board. 24 recollection.

Area Wide Reporting and Video Conferencing

(4) Pages 1873 - 1876

1-800-747-6789



LIVINGSTON COUNTY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

February 9, 2015

Page 1877 Page 1879

1 MR. LUETKEHANS: I'mgoingto objectto | 1 someone testify to that, that's fine, but thisisn't

2 therelevancetothis. We'regoingway afieldnow. | 2 thewitnessto do that.

3 What lllinois Wind Watch did in Iroquois County is | 3 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Right, theonly -- |

4 completely irrelevant and is being used to do 4 guessthe only thing iswasthere asign-in? Did he

5 nothing but taint the witness. 5 signinto the February 11th Wind Watch meeting?

6 MR. BLAZER: Again, he'stalking about his | 6 Was he present at that meeting? Otherwise, he

7 experience. Hesaid hedid research. I'mtrying to 7 doesn't have any reference to a 2011 meeting.

8 find out where he got the information. 8 A. Okay, | doremember | attended that

9 MR. LUETKEHANS: Andlllinoiswind Watch | 9 meeting. | had no knowledgethat it was --

10 coming into the county is not doing research. 10 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay.

11 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: And hedid make |11 A. -- Wind Watch.

12 reference he did not have knowledge of that coming |12 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Mr. Blazer,

13 in,s0-- 13 you can continue with Wind Watch questions from

14  A. ldon'tthink -- | don't think they came 14 February the 11th.

15 in. | have no knowledge of that. 15 MR. BLAZER: Thank you, sir.

16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay, hegenuinely |16  A. | frankly thought that was Tea Party.

17 doesn't have knowledge of Illinois Wind Watch -- |17 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: well, it was Tea Party

18 MR. BLAZER: Okay. 18 and Wind Watch it sounds like.

19 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: --havingapresencein {19 BY MR.BLAZER:

20 thecounty. 20 Q. Now, Mr. Stichnoth, I've handed you what's

21 BY MR.BLAZER: 21 been marked as Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 315, which are

22 Q. Youwere on the Iroquois County Board in 22 the-- isan excerpt from the Iroquois County Board

23 February 2011? 23 meeting minutes dated February 8th, 2011. And I'm

24  A. | --1don't think | took office until 24 referring to the last page, the very last page, the
Page 1878 Page 1880

1 2012in December. Yeah, it was 2012, December 1st | 1 first paragraph up there. And you'll see up there

2 of 2012 when | took office. 2 it says, "Finally Barb Offill, that's O-F-F-1-L-L,

3 Q. Wadl, youreno longer on the board, 3 representing the Irogquois County Tea Party invited

4 right? 4 any personsinterested to awind energy

5 A. That'scorrect. 5 informationa meeting that would show the other side

6 Q. Andyou served for afour year term or a 6 of wind farms. The meeting will be held at the

7 two year term? 7 Masonic Lodge in Watseka on February 10, 2011."

8 A. Atwoyear term. 8 And you were at that meeting, correct?

9 Q. Okay. Soyou'renot awarethatin-- on 9 MR. LUETKEHANS: Would someone actually
10 February 8, 2011, Barb Offill of Illinois Wind Watch |10 show me where Illinois Wind Watch is even mentioned
11 and representing the Iroquois County Tea Party 11 inhere because thisis awind energy informational
12 invited any persons interested to awind energy 12 meeting?

13 informational meeting that would show the other side |13 A. Yeah, I frankly didn't know it wasa Wind
14 of the wind farms? 14 Watch. | thought it was an infor mational meeting
15 MR. LUETKEHANS: Objection. 15 and | think Mrs. Offill is some connection with the
16 Q. Meetingto be held at the Masonic Lodgein |16 TeaParty.

17 Watseka-- 17 Q. Letmeseeif | can clarify that for you,

18 MR. LUETKEHANS: Objection, he just 18 dir.

19 said-- 19 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Just aquestion. |
20 Q. -- on February 10, 20117 20 know this makes reference to the meeting, but what
21 MR. LUETKEHANS: Hejust said that hehad |21 -- isthere additional relevance to this particular

22 no knowledge of lllinois Wind Farm[sic] coming into |22 exhibit?

23 town. You can keep asking the question, but the 23 MR. BLAZER: Thereiswith this one.

24 answer ishe had no knowledge. If you want to have |24 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay.
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1 BY MR.BLAZER: 1 MR. BLAZER: | understand.
2 Q. What I've handed you, Mr. Stichnoth, isa 2 MR. LUETKEHANS: And Illinois Wind Watch
3 printout from the lllinois Wind Watch websitefrom | 3 hasstill not been shown to be at this meeting.
4 early 2011, and you'll see at the beginning there it 4  A. Mr.Blazer, don't you think it's prudent
5 saysthe Watseka Iroguois County Tea Party joined | 5 that | should try to educate myself in all ways
6 forceswith lllinois Wind Watch and Energize 6 possible--
7 Hlinois dueto the industrial wind farms coming to 7 Q. Absolutely, sir.
8 lroquois County and it goes on and on. 8 A. --tohep write some ordinances?
9 And then the people who put this out, if 9 Q. Of course. So sincewe both agree that
10 you go all theway to the end, you'll seeit's 10 it's prudent that you try to educate yourself, |
11 Carol, for somereason hereit's Carol, Carol 11 assumethat you did by going to this meeting that
12 Gerwin, and on the last page there, Barb Offill, do |12 we've been talking about, correct?
13 you seethat? You'vegottoflip -- 13 A. Thisisonemeetingthat | attended, yes.
14 MR. LUETKEHANS: And I'm still tryingto |14 Q. Youdid. Very good, sir. | appreciate
15 seehow thistiesinto aFebruary 11th meeting 15 that, thank you.
16 that's not mentioned in here at all. 16 MR. LUETKEHANS: You know what? I'm going
17 Q. If you canflip around to the back page, 17 tomoveto strike all the questions about Illinois
18 you'll see Ms. Offill'sname. Do you -- 18  Wind Watch. There till is no evidence that
19 MR. LUETKEHANS: | have an objectionasto |19 Illinois Wind Watch was at this meeting.
20 how some Tea Party document goes out and somehow is |20 MR. BLAZER: Hejust said he --
21 relevant to a February 11th meeting that isn't 21 MR. LUETKEHANS: No, he said he attended a
22 mentioned in this document. Thisisnothingmore |22 meeting. He never said Illinois Wind Watch. You're
23 than an attempt to somehow tie people together with |23 the only one that keeps talking about I1linois Wind
24 nored tie. Thisisthe exact same thing we saw 24 Watch. There's not one piece of evidence that talks
Page 1882 Page 1884
1 with Nina Pierpont's husband. Let'stalk aboutthe | 1 about Illinois Wind Watch being at this meeting.
2 evidence and not try and slander someone who camein | 2 Not one.
3 totedtify about it. 3 MR. BLAZER: Except, of course, the board
4 MR. BLAZER: I'm not trying to slander 4 meeting on February 8th which indicated that
5 thiswitness. I'mtrying to find out what the basis 5 lllinois Wind Watch was putting on the meeting.
6 isfor some of histestimony. And he said -- 6 MR. LUETKEHANS: You show me somewhere
7 MR. LUETKEHANS: It sureisn't Illinois 7 wherelllinois Wind Watch is mentioned in that
8 Wind Watch because he said he never saw it. 8 meeting and I'll listento you. It saysawind
9 MR. BLAZER: He said he thought -- 9 energy informational meeting. You can say it as
10 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay, dl right, you |10 many times as you want; it's not in there.
11 guys. He'smade reference to attending the meeting. |11 MR. BLAZER: You know, shouting it louder
12 Hecould attend the meeting for purposes of 12 doesn't make it any better.
13 information gathering or to have abias. Okay. | 13 MR. LUETKEHANS: Well, since you don't --
14 alowed questionsin regards to the attendance of 14 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right.
15 that meeting, okay. We haven't had questions 15 MR. LUETKEHANS: -- listen the first time,
16 regarding the attendance of that meeting. So, Mr. |16 I've got to keep saying it.
17 Blazer, if you can focus on theinformation that he |17 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: okay, okay, you guys.
18 gathered at that meeting or his activity 18  A. AndI did statethat | wasn't awarethat
19 thereafter -- 19 Wind Watch wasthere.
20 MR. BLAZER: Okay. 20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Hold on, hold on. Mr.
21 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: --withregardtothat {21 Luetkehansisright. The-- it sayswind energy
22 group, that would be fine, but I'm not surehow -- 1 |22 informational meeting. It clearly says that.
23 mean | understand this group and this group tie 23 Clearly. Soit doesn't say Illinois Wind Watch.
24 together, but that isn't him yet. 24 Theonly correlation would be the Iroquois County
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1 TeaParty. Those are both referenced very 1 A. 1did not know Carolyn at that time, so
2 blatantly, so... 2 no, at that time| was not awar e of her.
3 MR.BLAZER: And that's why we also 3 Q. Doyou know her now?
4 introduced 314, Mr. Cornale, becausethat'stheone | 4  A. Yes, | doknow her now.
5 that indicates that the Iroquois County Tea 5 Q. Andhow did you cometo know Ms. Gerwin?
6 Party/lllinois Wind Watch were working togetherin | 6  A. | --
7 that effort. 7 MR. LUETKEHANS: Objection asto
8 MR. LUETKEHANS: Asof what date? 1 dont | 8 relevance.
9 seeadateon here. | don't see anything. Asof 9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: okay, hesaid he didn't
10 last week? | mean who knows when thisis. 10 know her at that meeting, you're still on the
11 MR. BLAZER: It was before June 2011 11 meeting and --
12 because that's when they were heading toward -- read |12 MR. BLAZER: I'll move on.
13 the document, Phil, you'll see. | think you already |13 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: -- he said -- okay,
14 have. You'rejust doing thisfor show. 14 thank you.
15 MR. LUETKEHANS: You know what? I'mgoing |15 MR. BLAZER: I'll move on.
16 to object right now. That's absolutely improper. 16 BY MR.BLAZER:
17 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. 17 Q. Didyou €elect -- did you decide not to run
18 MR. LUETKEHANS: And | would ask counsel |18 again next year?
19 totell Mr. Blazer that that's not how this should 19  A. No, | wasdefeated.
20 be-- how thisshould be occurring. Weneed some (20 Q. All right. What was the name of your
21 civility here and some actual trying to get to 21 opponent?
22 evidenceinstead of trying to imply that peopleare |22 A. Therewere--
23 somehow doing something they're not, including the |23 MR. LUETKEHANS: Objection, relevance.
24 withess. 24  A. | think therewerethree, three opponents
Page 1886 Page 1888
1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: okay. wewill moveto | 1 or four.
2 strike the comments from Mr. Blazer towards Mr. 2 MR. LUETKEHANS: Objection, relevance.
3 Luetkehans. We're not here to have awhatever we're | 3 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Mr. Blazer.
4 having. Okay, now we need to move forward with the | 4 MR. BLAZER: All right.
5 evidencethat we've got. I've asked and I'm going 5 BY MR.BLAZER:
6 toimplorethat you ask the questions specifically 6 Q. Youdoknow since you left the board that
7 about the meeting that he attended. If there'ssome | 7 the board isrevisiting the language of the Iroquois
8 information that you'd like to gather from that 8 County wind ordinance, right?
9 meeting from him, ask those questions. Otherwise, | 9  A. That'smy understanding. | mean |
10 we'regoing -- we're going to move on or we may move |10 attended thelast zoning, Zoning and Planning
11 onwithout you. 11  Commission meeting, and they did discussthat.
12 BY MR.BLAZER: 12 Q. Anddidyou attend the last actual county
13 Q. Sojustsowere clear, you did attend 13 board meeting on January 13?
14 thiswind informational meeting February 2011, 14  A. Yes | think that'smy civic duty to
15 correct? 15 attend meetings.
16  A. | definitely did because | needed to 16 Q. And one of the thingsthey're going to
17 educate myself on all aspects. 17 revisit are the setbacks that were established when
18 Q. Allright. Anddoyourememberthenames |18 you were on the board?
19 of any of the people who were there putting onthis |19  A. From what | heard at the zoning meeting, |
20 informational meeting? 20 think that'swhat they're going to do.
21 A. | assumeBarb Offill was. I'm not sure 21 Q. Okay.
22 who elsewasinvolved. 22 MR. BLAZER: That'sal | have, sir.
23 Q. Okay. Do you remember Carolyn Gerwin 23 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you. All right.
24 being there? 24 Have any other interested parties from the audience
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1 that would like to ask Mr. Stichnoth a question? 1 MR. SLAGEL: John Slagel.

2 You may come forward if you want. You'll needto | 2 QUESTIONSBY

3 identify yourself. Pose your question. 3 MR. SLAGEL:

4 MR. KELSON: Okay, I'm Nate Kelsonfrom | 4 Q. I've heard you speak before, and one of

5 rural Fairbury. Just had one question for you on 5 theinteresting things you talked about the last

6 your personal experience. 6 timel heard you talk was the difference between the

7 MR.BLAZER: | believe Mr. Kelsonisone | 7 effect of the red lights on you and your wife.

8 of Mr. Luetkehans's clients. 8 Could you talk about that alittle?

9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: He hasthe 9 A. Weéll, thered lightsyou can do something
10 opportunity -- 10 about in the house. We spent a fair amount of money
11 MR. KEL SON: I'm not one of hisclients, 11 for vertical blinds on the patio door, we bought
12 but | will be speaking. | just have one question 12 heavier curtains, we bought blindsfor the windows.
13 for you tonight on -- 13 That's-- that doesn't bother me so much because'm
14 MR.BLAZER: If wecould just stopfora |14 ableto shut that out. My wife doesn't feel quite
15 second, | thought he was on Mr. Luetkehansslist. |15 thesameas| do, she's upset with them, but that's
16 Am|l wrong, Phil? 16 something you can maybe plant atree and in 20 years
17 MR.BLAKEMAN: No, he'snot onthelist. |17 it will block out thelight.

18 MR.BLAZER: No? Okay. My apologies. |18 But thelight isnot as offensive as sleep
19 QUESTIONSBY 19 deprivation. Sleep deprivation isa health hazard.
20 MR. KEL SON: 20 If you don't get that deep sleep or the REM movement
21 Q. Onyour persona experience, | just was 21 of your eyes, if you don't get that, which with the
22 curious, had you ever tried to leave -- you 22 real low frequency you don't seem to, then you just
23 mentioned about the sleep deprivation. 23 don't wakeup rested in the morning. And if you
24  A. I'msorry, say that -- 24 don't wake up rested, you can't perform.

Page 1890 Page 1892

1 Q. Youmentioned about it interrupting your 1 Q. Thank you. Also, doyou know -- do you

2 deep. 2 know, isit like one particular turbine affecting

3 A. Oh,yeah. 3 your -- making the noise or isit agroup? Do you

4 Q. Haveyou ever tried to go somewhere else 4 have any experience there?

5 for anight or two nights, three nights, and have 5 A. Weéll, there'sapproximately five or six of

6 Yyou noticed that you sleep differently if you were 6 them lined up on the township line, and I'm just

7 outside the footprint versus inside the footprint? 7 barely south of the township line, so no, | can't

8 A. I'mglad you asked that. My wifehasa 8 say which on€'sdoingit.

9 maiden aunt in DesMoinesin anursinghomeandit's | 9 Q. Okay. And how far -- likeyou said it's
10 uptoustotakecareof her, sowefour or five 10 about amile. Do you know the exact distances?
11 timesayear goout to DesMoines, stayinamotd. |11 A. Accordingto Google Earth, it's 1.18 miles
12 The motel happensto be about 500 feet from 12 from thenearest one, and there are several that are
13 Interstate 80/35, the window facing the highway, (13 just alittle farther than that.

14 trafficout there. | get very good sleep there. 14 MR. SLAGEL: Okay, thank you. That'sall
15 Thenoiseisnot a constant uninterrupted roar. |15 | have.

16 It'straffic that comesand goes and upsand downs. |16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you. Anybody
17 That isnot disturbing like this constant low 17 elsein the audience have questions? Who does?
18 frequency damned awful roar. 18 Please state your name for our court

19 MR. KELSON: That wasall | had. 19 reporter.

20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you. Anybody |20 MR. BIECK: My nameisDr. Dan Bieck. I'm
21 elsefrom the audience have any questionsfor Mr. |21 aveterinarian from Blackstone, Illinois.

22 Stichnoth? 22 QUESTIONSBY

23 MR. SLAGEL: Hello? 23 MR. BIECK:

24 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Pleasestateyourname. |24 Q. Inreferenceto your sleep disturbance,
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1 going back to the very beginning of the ZBA 1 could please raise your right hand.
2 hearings, thewind energy side had alady comeup | 2 (Paula Kelson was duly affirmed.)
3 that showed studiesthat the quality of life of 3 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Canyou please state
4 peoplewas not affected. And she stated that the 4 your name and address for the court reporter?
5 peoplethey had done research on, their lives had 5 MS. KELSON: My nameis PaulaKelson. My
6 not changed awhole lot, but she failed to mention 6 addressis 10849 North 2400 East Road, Fairbury.
7 whether the people actually enjoyed the windmillsor | 7 MR. LUETKEHANS: Paula, you're going to
8 liked the windmillsthere. Would you say withyour | 8 need to keep that alittle closer.
9 experiencethat your quality of life has been 9 MS. KEL SON: Okay.
10 diminished? 10 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thereyou go.
11 A. It definitely hasbeen diminished. If you 11 MR. LUETKEHANS: | know you have a
12 don't wake up rested in the morning, how can your |12 statement to make. | would just -- feel free to
13 quality of lifebegood? You just -- you just don't |13 makeit please.
14 feel good. And thereisevidencethat sleep 14 MS. KELSON: Okay. Hello, my nameis
15 deprivation over thelong-term causes definite 15 PaulaKelson. | livein the country with my
16 health problems. 16 wonderful husband and four young children under age
17 Q. Istherealevel of annoyance of them 17 ten. Welive within one mile of nine proposed wind
18 visualy? Do you mind looking at them? 18 turbinelocations. It isuncomfortable for meto
19 A. Mywifehateslooking at them. | don't 19 share my experiencein apublic setting, but | hope
20 care. They don't bother measfar aslookingat |20 that you will consider thistestimony in making your
21 them. Somepeopledon't liketo seetheminthe-- |21 decision.
22 onthehorizon, but frankly, no, the actual, you 22 To seewhat the turbines arelike, | very
23 know, sight of them being there doesn't bother me. |23 briefly visited the turbines near Bloomington.
24 It'sthenoise. When the noise affects my quality |24 Another time | visited the Cal Ridge area staying
Page 1894 Page 1896
1 of life, that'swhat | really object to. 1 for about 45 minutes. Shortly before leaving the
2 Q. Okay. 2 Ca Ridge area, | noticed adlight ringing in my
3 A. Andlikel said before, | wasreally 3 earswhich stopped after we drove away. It wasa
4 enthused about them until they cameto livewith me. | 4 little strange and | was not expecting that at all.
5 MR. BIECK: Thank you. 5 With some encouragement from afamily member, |
6 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anyhody else? Don't | 6 decided to visit the Streator Cayuga wind turbines.
7 seeanybody. All right, any questions come up, 7 | wanted to see what they were like up closeand in
8 counsel? County staff? All right, Mr. Stichnoth, 8 every direction.
9 thank you for coming out this evening. 9 So last fall | drove up north with another
10 Let the record indicate Pleasant Ridge 10 adult and four children. Wind speed was around 20
11 Exhibit 315 isthe Officia Proceedings of the 11 milesper hour. | told the children we were just
12 County Board of Iroquois County Recessed Session |12 going to look at the wind turbines and play outside.
13 February 8, 2011. And let the record indicate 13 They were excited and thought it was a fun outing.
14 Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 314 is the lllinois Wind 14  While driving down the road, within several minutes
15 Watch four page document. Theresnot really agood |15 of being inside the footprint with the windows up, |
16 date. 16 noticed that my ears popped, similar to when you are
17 MR.BLAZER: I'll follow up with adate 17 changing elevation driving through the mountains,
18 later, Mr. Cornale. 18 and continued to pop periodically to relieve
19 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Okay. Mr. |19 pressure. After driving afew miles, they could no
20 Luetkehans, you can go ahead with your next witness |20 longer pop and | felt some pressure building.
21 if you'dlike. 21 Again, | was not expecting anything like this.
22 MR. LUETKEHANS: wewould ask PaulaKelson |22 Our first stop was between 14 to 1600 feet
23 totestify, K-E-L-S-O-N. 23 downwind. We all got out to play with the kids
24 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Ms. Késon, if you 24 aong theroad, and within five minutes, both the
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1 other adult and | had noticeable pressure in our 1 pressure and ache which gradually decreased
2 heads. Tome, it felt like pressureright behindmy | 2 throughout the evening and was gone by morning. The
3 earsand across the back of my neck. The other 3 ache was not bad enough to prevent most quiet
4 adult described it as a pulsing sensation in his 4 activities, but it was a constant nuisance. My son
5 eustachian tubes. We stayed there about 15 minutes. | 5 could still feel an ache during the evening and it
6 We both agreed that it was not our imagination. It | 6 was gone by morning.
7 wasobviously areal physical change that we could | 7 Since this experience, we wondered if it
8 feel. Wewere both very surprised to feel thisand 8 wasrepeatable. At different times we have visited
9 it wasnot expected at al. 9 the Streator Cayugawind farm separately and
10 The next stop was around 2500 feet away. 10 experienced similar pressure and sensations again.
11 | played freeze tag with the kids; they all acted 11 The pressure does change with wind speed and
12 normal. The other adult and | both continued to 12 proximity to awind turbine. | have not tested
13 feel the pressure although not as strong. We stayed |13 prolonged exposure time nor can | explain how it is
14 at this spot about 15 minutes. And asasidenote, |14 happening, but | do have heavy concern about how our
15 sincel later continued to feel pressure for severa 15 family will be impacted by having nine turbines
16 hours after being exposed and thiswas not our first |16 closer than one mile to our home.
17 stop, the pressure at this distance could possibly 17 During these hearings, you have heard
18 bethe remaining effects from the previous location |18 hired experts state that any health effects are all
19 which was closer. 19 made up, called the nocebo effect. With al due
20 The next and final stop was very close, 20 respect, perhapstheir skepticism or lack of
21 around 540 feet away, even though we remained onthe |21 personal experience or bias mar their conclusions.
22 publicroad. Pressurefor both the other adultand |22 | must admit that |, too, was very skeptical when |
23 | increased noticeably. | wasmore sensitiveand my |23 first heard that other's had health issues with
24 neck was very uncomfortable and | avoided moving my |24 turbines and before | had experienced the effects
Page 1898 Page 1900
1 head too quickly. 1 mysalf.
2 I had told the children on the drive up 2 These are some questions that | -- that
3 that wewerejust going to look at thewindmillsand | 3 had cometo my mind earlier and how | would now
4 made positive and mutual comments about seeingthem. | 4 answer from experience. One, were these people
5 Atthispoint | took each of the kids individually 5 making things up? My answer: Itisreal as
6 aside out of earshot for afew guestions while the 6 experienced by myself, my son and another
7 othersplayed. One child was swayed by the power of | 7 trustworthy adult. If you do some simple online
8 suggestion, so | don't trust those answers, another 8 research, which | did after | had this experience,
9 child wastoo young to answer, and another child 9 there are other testimonies under oath of people
10 felt -- said shefelt fine. 10 with negative health impacts.
11 | asked my six-year-old son if his 11 Two, do these people have windmill
12 shoulders, arms, feet, et cetera, felt funny. He 12 phobias? My answer: | do not have a phaobia, and
13 said no. | asked if hisears, stomach or anything 13 very obviously my six-year-old son doesn't either,
14 elsefelt funny. He said no, but then he added 14 and neither does the other adult.
15 firmly that his neck felt achy. | did not suggest 15 Three, if they did have negative health
16 any pain nor did | use the word ache. | think his 16 effects, was the cause something entirely different
17 answersarevalid, and when | think about it, that 17 but easy to blame on the windmill? My answer: | am
18 more accurately described my own neck, that it had |18 in great health and almost never get headaches. |
19 anache. Weleft then, probably only there ten 19 know what | experienced was directly from the
20 minutes. Our total timeinthewind farm wasamere |20 turbines because it only happens in proximity to a
21 45 minutes. 21 turbine. | have never in my life felt that kind of
22 While driving home outside the footprint, 22 distinct pressure and ache in my ears and the back
23 the other adult's pressure cleared up. My body is |23 of my neck.
24 more sensitive as| could still feel quite a bit of 24 Four, were these people just upset because
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1 they didn't get any money but had to look at the 1 decibel margin for downwind turbulence within seven
2 turbines? My answer: | would get indirect 2 blade diameters of other turbines. And three, no
3 financia benefits from aturbine and the other 3 facility-designed decibel margin found to assure
4 adult would actually own land hosting aturbine, so | 4 compliance.
5 money is not afactor. 5 I would like to point out why noise limits
6 Five, if thiswere areal issue, why don't 6 are measured at all locationsin a property not just
7 we hear more about it? My answer: You haveheard | 7 ahome. My husband and | built our home afew years
8 ityourself. Thewind industry does not acknowledge | 8 ago by acreek on one of my father'sfarms. If
9 any negative health impacts, and in some casesthey | 9 there would have been an existing wind farm near the
10 makevictimslook like they are mentally unstable. |10 property and the noise limits where we built were
11 Would you be willing to subject yourself to this 11 not in compliance, how would we have ever known not
12 kind of treatment? 12 tobuild there? Would we have had to pay thousands
13 Just last week | received a copy of Robert 13 of dollarsto have a noise study done to measure the
14 Rand's study of the Pleasant Ridge wind energy 14 limitsin the exact area where we wanted to build
15 project. On page 32 of thereport, | found that our |15 and then possibly learn that we could not build
16 homeisonthelist of homeswith predicted sound |16 there due to the noise?
17 levels exceeding the Hartke home predicted levels |17 Also the report shows that 1llinois law,
18 for California Ridge which was abandoned. Our home |18 Chapter 35, Section 900.102, is not addressed. The
19 isthree decibels higher than thishome. Thisis 19 application omitted information necessary for the
20 very concerning to me and my family, especially with |20 zoning board to assess or permit as suitable for
21 my experiencesin the wind farm north of our home. |21  enjoyment of life. Noise pollution is defined under
22 Although | know the ZBA hasaready seen |22  Section 900.101 as the emission of sound that
23 thisletter, | would like to point out that it says 23 unreasonably interferes with the enjoyment of life
24 that the Pleasant Ridge applicationisnot in 24 or with any lawful business or activity.
Page 1902 Page 1904
1 compliance with Illinois law, Chapter 35, Section 1 One, noise levels documented in supporting
2 901.102. One, predicted noiselevelsareexactly at | 2  reports are associated with home abandonment
3 upper limits, no design margin, no room for error. 3 following appealsto stop the noise. Two, predicted
4 The measurements were made at homes an appreciable | 4 noise levels exceed World Health Organization sleep
5 distance away -- 5 disturbance threshold and Teslawind turbine
6 MR. BLAZER: Mr. Chairman, | do hate to 6 criteria. Three, predicted levels exceed low
7 interrupt, but | believe Mr. Rand will be appearing | 7 frequency nuisance level. Four, predicted noise
8 at some point to talk about hisreport. | don't 8 levelsappear certain to exceed Danish indoor limits
9 think it's appropriate for this person to be talking 9 forindustrial wind turbines.
10 about Mr. Rand's report. 10 The report also states that the facility
11 MR. LUETKEHANS: You know what? These |11 appears certain to result in regulatory default
12 people are also here for public comment, and wecan |12 under County Section 56-625. By not disclosing the
13 have her come back and do public comment, but | 13 limited options for wind turbine noise control,
14 don't think that's really what she wants. 14 smaller size or sufficient distance during
15 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Ms. Kelson, youcan |15 permitting, or shutdown complaints during operation,
16 proceed uninterrupted. We'll sort throughit atthe |16 the application can mislead the reader into thinking
17 end. 17 there are other useful noise control options
18 MS. KEL SON: Okay, it shows that 155 18 available after construction. It appears that the
19 nonparticipating properties were found with levels |19 Pleasant Ridge application is out of compliance with
20 abovelegal limits. Illinoislaw requires 20 thelaw in multiple areas.
21 compliance with its noise limits at all locationsin |21 Mr. Rand has issued this professional
22 aproperty receiving the noise emissionsnot justat |22 caution with the expressintent to observe the law
23 ahome. The application only considered noise 23 and protect the safety, health and welfare of the
24 levelsat residences. Two, no evidence of operating |24 residentsin the vicinity of the proposed facility.
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1 He gtates, "In my professional opinion, the sum of 1 government, school districts, anybody out there?
2 deficiencies found in the application and further 2 Allright. Mr. Blazer, any questions?
3 independent analysis makes clear that thisfacility 3 MR. BLAZER: No, sir.
4 as proposed appears certain to breach Illinois law. 4 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Other
5 The proposed Pleasant Ridge wind project appears | 5 interested partiesin the audience? Anybody in the
6 certainto exceed lllinoislaw noise limitsin 155 6 audience have any questions for Ms. Kelson? Nobody.
7 nonparticipating properties and cause adverse 7 County staff? Thank you, Ms. Kelson.
8 impacts to enjoyment of life, including sleep 8 MS. KEL SON: Thank you.
9 interference to possible home abandonment, in an 9 MR. LUETKEHANS: Next | think is Nate
10 areaencompassing hundreds of homes throughout some |10  Kelson.
11 141 sguare miles with the severest impacts expected |11 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Mmr. Kelson, could you
12 closer to the turbines where the noise levels are 12 pleaseraise your right hand?
13 louder. Regulatory default appears certain. This 13 (Nate Kelson was duly affirmed.)
14 isastaggering degree of environmental noise 14 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you. Please
15 pollution and breach of law with no apparent 15 state your name and address for our court reporter.
16 justification." 16 MR. KELSON: It'sNate Kelson and it's
17 So once again, | would appreciate your 17 10849 North 2400 East Road, Fairbury, Illinois.
18 considering my testimony in your decision. Theonly |18 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you, Mr. Kelson.
19 proven method to avoid negative healthimpactsis |19 Mr. Luetkehans, you may proceed.
20 distance. Experts suggest proper setbacksof 1.25 |20 MR. LUETKEHANS: Mr. Kelson, | know you
21 milesor greater. The improper setbacksin the 21 have astatement you'd like to make. Please feel
22 application could cause adverse health effects on 22 freeto makethat.
23 many local families and children due to these 23 MR. KELSON: Okay. | just want to state
24 breachesin thelllinoislaw. Thank you. 24 my wifeand | have four young children, and afew
Page 1906 Page 1908
1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thankyou, Ms. Kelson. | 1 years ago we decided we would like to raise our
2 Fellow members of the ZBA, do we have any questions? | 2 family in arural setting near Fairbury. We
3 QUESTIONS BY 3 purchased some property and planted 550 trees and
4 MS. HUISMAN: 4 built ahome there. We have spent many hours and
5 Q. Mrs. Kelson, which direction from your 5 dollarsimproving the property. We knew that living
6 home are the proposed turbines going to be? 6 inthe country took more effort and maintenance than
7 Surrounding? 7 living in town, but we chose that because we enjoy
8 A. Theyarein every direction around our 8 the peacefulness of the country and the room for our
9 home, yes. 9 kidsto grow up.
10 Q. Andthey'rewithin ahalf mile or amile? 10 When we heard of the possibility of many
11 A. Therearenineof them within one mile. 11 wind turbines being constructed near our home, we
12 Theclosest oneto our homel believeisallittle 12 wondered what turbines are and what effect they have
13 over 2500. Therearefour three-quarterstoamile, |13 on their surroundings. When we learned that the
14 that range. 14 turbines would be similar in size to the ones on
15 Q. Andwith the pressure sensitivity that you 15 Cdifornia Ridge south of here, my wife visited that
16 experience, do you experience that in other settings |16 wind farm to see what kind of noise they put out and
17 aswell? 17 how they changed the landscape. Y ou've heard her
18  A. | havenever felt that before, not in that 18 testimony on what she experienced.
19 sameway. My earspopping I'vefelt obviousyona |19 Asyou heard, she has visited turbine
20 planeor driving through mountains, but not the |20 areason till nights and windy days, and she and
21 pressurethat built up behind my earsand acrossthe |21 other people have felt negative physical effects,
22 back of my neck. I've never felt that anywhere. |22 such as pressure within their heads and neck when
23 MS. HUISMAN: Okay, thank you. 23 they are near the turbines, but the effects go away
24 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Unitsof local 24 oncethey have been away from the turbine area.
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1 Thisalarmed us and caused usto research more to 1 turbine project brings to our communities. For my

2 seeif this happensto others. 2 family, it'sthe biggest concern.

3 We found out that people have abandoned 3 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you. Fellow

4 their homes because of the inability to sleep in 4 members of the ZBA, do we have any questions for Mr.

5 them due to the low frequency sound waves given off | 5 Kelson? All right, units of local government,

6 by turbinesthat penetrate homes. Studies have 6 school districts, anybody? All right. Mr. Blazer,

7 shown that only 10 to 15 percent of the population | 7 do you have any questions --

8 areserioudy affected physically by this 8 MR. BLAZER: No, sir.

9 disturbance caused in a person'sinner ear, but if 9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: -- for Mr. Kelson?
10 one person isdriven from their home, the rest of 10 Okay, thank you. Interested partiesin the
11 thefamily is apt to leave with them. 11 audience? Anybody from the audience have any
12 The Pleasant Ridge industrial turbine 12 questionsfor Mr. Kelson? Please state your name
13 project will bewithin amile of around 800 homes |13 for the record.

14 and aschool. | mention the school because studies |14 MR. HARMS: Patrick Harms. Sorry about
15 have shown that children and elderly are most 15 that.
16 susceptible to low frequency negative effects. 15 |16 QUESTIONSBY
17 percent of 800 homesis 120. If the averagehome |17 MR. HARMS:
18 hasfour peopleinit, that would negatively affect 18 Q. Onequestion. What was the year you built
19 480 people. 19 your home out there?
20 With a county in Wisconsin recently 20 A. Itwasbuiltin 2011. Wemoved inin
21 condemning awind turbine industrial zoneasahuman |21 November of 2011.
22 health hazard and the recent denials of someturbine |22 Q. Didyou know that there was a possibility
23 projectsin other counties, it's becoming apparent 23 of wind turbines coming in before you built your
24 that these concerns are real and not a figment of 24 homein 2006?

Page 1910 Page 1912

1 people'simaginations. The setbacksalowedin 1 A. In 20067

2 Livingston County wind ordinances do not adequately | 2 Q. Yes

3 protect people's health. Livingston County's 3 A. Wehad heard at one point that they were

4 Planning Commission Board recently stated that the | 4 building them to the north there by Odell. | guess

5 application turned in by Invenergy doesnot do near | 5 it took usoff guard when this application was

6 enough to protect the citizens within the footprint 6 turnedin.

7 of their project. 7 MR. HARMS: Okay, no further questions.

8 Allowing a massive turbine project like 8 A. Okay.

9 Pleasant Ridge to enter arural community where 9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody dseinthe
10 people have chosen to reside because of itspeaceful |10 audience with aquestion? All right. County? No
11 surroundings goes completely against the peoplewho |11 questions. All right, Mr. Kelson, thank you.

12 haveinvested so much into the area. Our family, 12 Mr. Luetkehans, it looks like you have a

13 like many others, had hoped to makethisareaour |13 few morewitnesses. Do you want to take alittle
14 homefor yearsto come. So many of ushave worked |14 break now or how isyour next witness looking for
15 hard to bring the factsin front of our government 15 time.

16 representativesin ongoing hearings. We appreciate |16 MR. LUETKEHANS: My understanding is the
17 your willingness to hear our concerns. 17 next witnessis about 20 minutes, and then the one
18 To the county board members who will be 18 after that will be much longer, so maybe if we get
19 voting on this project, | feel that we have made it 19 thisonein, it might give everybody just a--

20 crysta clear that Invenergy's massive wind turbine |20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: ves, and that will give
21 project is not welcomed in our communities. Wehope |21 us asecond to get the PowerPoint going. That

22 that you will take to heart the seriousness of the 22 sounds like agood point.

23 dituation as you have heard displacement because of |23 MR. LUETKEHANS: He also has a PowerPoint,
24 hedthisonly one of many concernsthat this 24 but | think it's -- they have it back there all set
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1 up, so hopefully al | haveto do is move the table. 1 maybewe canrevisit it then.

2 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay, all right. Yeah, | 2 Thetitle of my presentation is

3 why don't we go ahead with that, so -- 3 Participation Considerations of the Pleasant Ridge

4 MR. LUETKEHANS: Nelson Zehr. 4 Wind Farm. Andthisisreally from the perspective

5 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Just asaquick 5 of our farming operation, from our farming family.

6 reminder, too, for everybody inthe audience, | ask | 6 And maybe just introduce our farming family here a

7 that you respect everybody up here speakingand be | 7 little bit.

8 asbest of an audience as we can be to those. So 8 The name of our operations is Zehr Acres.

9 keepit down in between when they'reup heretrying | 9 We have the hub of our operations four and a half
10 tospeak. | would appreciate that. 10 miles south of Fairbury, and we've been there since
11 MR. LUETKEHANS: If it'sacceptablefor |11 1887, seventh generation family farming operation,
12 theboard, | think Mr. Zehr would feel more 12 128 years, southeast Livingston County.

13 comfortable at the podium, if that's okay withthe |13 We currently have three generations
14 board. 14 involved in our operations, my father Warren, Quinn
15 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Yeah, whatever works |15 and | are brothers, and his son Blake. We do have
16 for you, Mr. Zehr. 16 two sonsin college that anticipate coming back to
17 MR.LUETKEHANS: Mr. Zehr istellingme |17 the farm, so furtherance of our operationsis
18 it'sgoing to be about a half-hour. | don't know if 18 eminent and critical for us.
19 that changesyour mind. | just wanted you to know |19 Currently we have four familiesliving off
20 what | know. 20 our operation. We are adiversified grain and
21 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: It's7:30. I'dhateto |21 livestock operation. We farm corn and soybeansin
22 stop you in the middle of it too, but | think we're 22 threedifferent counties, the mgjority of itin
23 better off to try to get through you. Why don'twe |23 Livingston County and Ford and McLean. And likel
24  gtick this one out. 24 said earlier, the hub of our operationsisin

Page 1914 Page 1916

1 All right, Mr. Zehr, before you get going, 1 southeast Livingston County.

2 would you like to be affirmed or sworn in? 2 We have an extensive livestock operation

3 (Nelson Zehr was duly affirmed.) 3 called Zehr Acres Custom Heifers. | skipped a

4 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right,canyou | 4 dlide. Therewego. The scope of our custom

5 please state your name and address for the court 5 raising operation, we raise replacement heifersfor

6 reporter? 6 four different areasin lllinois. We don't actually

7 MR. ZEHR: Nelson Zehr, 3617 North 2300 | 7 owntheanimals. Weraise the heifers from a baby

8 East Road, Fairbury, Illinois. 8 calf, day old, through eight months of age. So

9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Thank you. 9 maybealittle bit of a summary of our operations.
10 MR. LUETKEHANS: Mr. Zehr, just please |10 It'skind of abig calf nursery, 1800 to
11 proceed. 11 2,000 head inventory, and the small calves, less
12 MR. ZEHR: Okay. Just to begin my 12 than eight weeks of age, areraised in individual
13 presentation, several weeksago | did approach one |13 hutches, and 750 head in those hutches. And for the
14  of the county officials about presenting the 14 clientsthat weraise for, there is a performance
15 information I'll present tonight as public comment |15 expectation, weight gain, health, mortality or death
16 at one of the county board meetings, thinking | 16 loss. And anything that can impact, any stresses or
17 would feel more comfortable in that setting, and | 17 whatever, obviously we would be concerned about as
18 guessthe recommendation was that all the public |18 far as how it would affect the performance and the
19 comment information was going to be channeled 19 ability to serve our clients.

20 through these ZBA hearings. So | guesstonight I'll |20 Thisisacouple pictures of alittle bit

21 present thisinformation. Likel said, | would feel |21  of our operation. Thetop pictureisQuinnand | in
22 more comfortablein probably a public setting 22 front of our open-fronted heifer barn, one of our

23 dituation considering some of theinformationthat |23 grower barns. It was constructed in 2003 | think.
24 maybe I'll present later in my presentation, and 24 The bottom picture is just some heifers feeding at a
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1 lower barn. 1 away fromit. They're notin an open area.

2 Thisiskind of apicture of our 2 Some of the decisions -- we are not signed

3 individua hutch layout if you've never seen one 3 up for the project, but some of our neighbors

4 before. Thetop picture showstheindividua -- 4 decisions, you know, could directly affect the

5 kind of theisolation that we create, no 5 functionality of our business. Thisiskind of a

6 nose-to-nose contact between the calves becausethey | 6 little -- maybe on a different note asfar as

7 arestill developing, obviously developing immunity | 7  directly affecting the calves, but maybe more of a

8 at this point. 8 land useissueis dairies we work with expand and we

9 Bottom pictureiskind of taken from the 9 liketo expand with them to handle their calf flow
10 top of our grain bin that shows the layout of our 10 to accommodate our existing clients. A certified
11 hutsand big grower barn in the back. So ableto 11 nutrient management plan that we have for our
12 spend thefirst eight weeks of their livesin the 12 operation dictates how we handle waste, and it's
13 hutches. 13 kind of based on animal head units. Aswe expand,
14 Maybe to cut to the chase alittle bit, | 14 there'saways need to spread out. We can only put
15 guess, you know, there'salot of -- quite afew 15 so much so close as far as manure and that sort of
16 people have asked us, are you concerned about wind |16 thing.
17 turbines coming into, you know, your area, how 17 So we're looking to utilize, you know,
18 they're going to affect your animals, how it'sgoing |18 property that's adjacent to, next to participating
19 to affect the caves? And | guessit'san 19 property. And it's definitely a consideration aswe
20 understatement to say, yes, we are. Werevery 20 seekind of ourselves surrounded by participating
21 concerned. 21 property how that will affect our ability to expand
22 Y ou know, you've heard the different 22 and use, fully utilize property that, you know, we
23 impactsit can have on specifically young, and how |23 own, we have expectation, you know, of possibly
24 that will impact the calves we redlly at this point 24 building on or expanding on.

Page 1918 Page 1920

1 arenot sure, but if it does, it will be serious. 1 And my last point maybein regard to just

2 Wewill have four turbines within one mile of our 2 our family and our operations generally. Thisis

3 facility and we will be downwind from at least three | 3  certainly not meant to be the least concern. That

4 wind directions. If you look at the printout there 4 is, wedo have three of our residences within --

5 that came off of the interactive map onthe PCwind | 5 with four turbineswithin one mile. | know that's a

6 turbine website, there will be one at 1950, 2618, 6 long ways from nine of them within one mile, but we

7 3990 and 4349, so it reads there. Y ou can seethe 7 can't move our operation, it's pretty much planted

8 two housesthat underneath the arrow. Thehutches | 8 whereit is, so we hope that we don't have issues if

9 will be between those two residences. 9 the project goes through.
10 So maybe just afew more details. 10 What | did here was kind of outline Zehr
11 Calves-- express our concern maybe asfar asthe |11 Acres's economic impact. There's been some economic
12 cavesingeneral. They areless, you know, less 12 impact information shared within these hearings, and
13 than eight weeks old and they're still developing 13 | guess maybe the main point of thisis not how this
14 immune systems and are more vulnerableto stress |14  will focus on our operation specificaly, but how
15 than other older stock. Not sure how they would be |15 agriculturein Livingston County affects the economy
16 affected, but if they are, it will be, you know, too 16 of our county.
17 lateoncetheturbinesarein. Can't make any 17 And | would say we buy Livingston County
18 corrective measures then. 18 seed, fertilizer, crop protection products, feed,
19 A small percent, you know, of the animals 19 bedding, veterinarian, animal health supplies,
20 that would be affected could be big numbersif we |20 equipment parts and repairs. Probably not aweek
21 takethem out of one-timeinventory. It would 21 that goes by that we don't go to Pontiac buying
22 affect maybe even 5 percent, which would still be 90 |22 partsand equipment. Fuelsand oil. We finance, we
23 head or more. Exposure to noise, infrasound and 23 bank in Livingston County, we hire labor force out
24 flicker will not be optional. We can't move them 24  of Livingston County, we do our healthcare and our
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Page 1923

1 family living expensesin Livingston County. 1 branch out.
2 Obvioudly pay taxesin Livingston County. 2 I guess how many landlord -- or how many
3 But in 2014 we -- thisis, | guess, our 3 landowners would've made the same decision if they
4 economic impact, what we spent in Livingston County. | 4 were acting independently signing a potential
5 Thisdoesn't include what we spend out of county. 5 42-year easement to put a 400-foot tower in the
6 1,325,000. So, like |l said, don't focus on that 6 middle of their farm? | know the way we operate and
7 coming necessarily from us, but it's, | think, any 7 weoperate around alot of very good producers, and
8 other livestock operations and, for that matter, 8 thisisn't the sort of thing that we would -- that
9 grain operations, whatever it might be that, you 9 wewould do independently, kind of subject to what
10 know, would be affected in some negativeway. That |10 our neighbors are doing to a certain degree, but |
11 wedo -- we do support this county. | meantheres |11 think there was some influence here and it caused
12 amajor economic impact in the county. 12 the project to kind of roll forward.
13 | guessthe questionto ask is: Isit 13 Many participating landowners are now
14 moreimportant to keep developing agriculture asthe |14  evaluating their situation | feel like more on an
15 number oneindustry in Livingston County or takethe |15 individua baseincluding: | know alot more today
16 risk on success of wind energy? And very pleasedon |16 than| knew X number of years ago when | signed my
17 February 2nd when Livingston County Regional 17 easement. My circumstances have changed. | would
18 Planning Commission voted unanimously that PRWF does |18 make adifferent decision if | madeit today. |
19 not meet the county's Comprehensive Development |19  wouldn't be sorry if the project went away. And
20 Plan. And| think one of the focal points of that 20 that waskind of a statement that we hear
21 planispreserving and furthering agricultural 21 frequently.
22 industry in our county. It was an encouragement to |22 Asafamily, too, here's some -- I've got
23 US. 23 | think there'sfive different points, five
24 Shifting gears alittle bit to maybe some 24 different categories, that we considered before
Page 1922 Page 1924
1 of the experiences we've had as afamily throughout, | 1 signing up, and maybe, more important, why other
2 you know, | would say the last several years asfar 2 landowners are reconsidering participation. Number
3 asmaking decisions on participation in PRWF. I'm | 3 oneismaybe just sit down with the easement itself
4 going into selling of the project alittle bit, 4 and what does it mean, what isit that | have
5 signing the easements, and then | just outlined a 5 committed t0?
6 little bit of the different time frames there of 6 An easement is different than typical
7 whether it was ourselves or neighbors, whatever, was | 7 leases and stuff that we're used to in our business.
8 contacted, and then there was, you know, interaction | 8 They actually involve, my understanding, area
9 between people deciding whether thiswasagoodor | 9 percentagein -- interest in the property and
10 badidea. 10 legally can be more binding probably than what we're
11 And one of the common statementsthat we |11 used to. What am | giving easement and permission
12 hear alotisif you're going to have to look at 12 to other than my property? And then spending time
13 them, you might as well be getting paid. And, you |13 withthe easement. I'm just going to thumb through
14 know, asafamily, we also made that statement. You |14 my notes here.
15 know, if we're going to have to look at these 15 Some of the things that are permitted in
16 things, then, boy, it'd sure be great to be getting 16 the clausein the easement is electromagnetic
17 acheck. But my dad who'savery slow mantoreact, |17 effects, audio, flicker, visual view, light, noise,
18 hejust said, you know, if it isn't good, it isn't 18 vibration, air turbulence, wake, electrical radio
19 good, and -- whether we're getting paid or not. 19 interference, shadow, and all inclusive, all other
20 And maybe the statement next isthe 20 effects attributed to wind power facilities, so
21 dituation, well, our neighbors signed up, so we 21 we'regiving easement to alot of things rather than
22  might aswell betoo. Thisisanother motivator. 1 |22 just access and use of our property that affect --
23 think, you know, kind of onceit established abase |23 affect the quality of life for ourselves and the
24  of participation, it seemed like it was easier to 24 neighborsif they're signed up.
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Page 1927

1 Maybe afinal point. The 1 thisisactualy atile map, GPStile map from an 80
2 easement-to-easement that was written and offered by | 2 acrefield that we farm for alandowner that is
3 thedeveloper focuses on protecting their interest 3 signed up. In 2012, we installed this subsurface
4 and then -- enough said. 4 drainage system. There's probably farmersin the
5 All these easements affect long-term land 5 audience tonight that can appreciateit. The
6 use, improvement and value. What are the 6 turbineislocated there with alittle red dot with
7 opportunity costs? And this varies by operation, 7 acirclearound it, that's where it's going to be,
8 by, you know, how you would evaluate this. Thisis | 8 and | keep looking at thistrying to figure out what
9 just anexample. Inthe easement, new structureson | 9 the best approach to -- you know, evenif | do have
10 participating property must be within ahundred feet |10 any say asatenant, | would recommend getting in
11 of existing buildings and not to exceed 50 feet in 11 there and constructing, you know, how the cranes are
12 height, not to interfere with wind speed and flow. |12 going to come in. Just almost seems like whatever
13 | know the last 45,000 bushel bin that we 13 angle you would come in, we're going to be on top of
14 put up was over 50 feet, and, you know, the 14 sub mains, we're going to be on top of multiple
15 opportunity to put buildings a hundred foot away 15 laterals, and, you know, I'm not sureif it could
16 from our existing facility isamost anecessity for |16 ever be fixed to where it would be back to what
17 expansion, so | guessyou could consider largegrain |17 we're experiencing right now as far as the benefits
18 producers, their ability to store grain on the farm, 18 of asubsurface drainage.
19 make those type of improvements. | guessthat would |19 Just following up on my points there, what
20 affect the way we do business, it would affect the |20 damage will be done and how will this system
21 way we market, affect our profitability, alot of 21 function once the turbine -- turbines, access roads
22 different things. These are things you need to 22 and transmission lines are installed, and what say
23 think over. 23 will | have ultimately in, you know, repairing them
24 How will the easement affect or encumber 24 and making it back to the original condition?
Page 1926 Page 1928
1 thetitle of the property, value of -- value of fee 1 Typical responseto asystem likethisis 10 to 30
2 simple ownership of property, maintaining control of | 2 bushel in corn yield and how will this ultimately be
3 al mortgage rights of a property? And our family 3 dffected in the long run.
4 submitted aletter on this on fee simple ownership 4 Thisis maybe even alittle bit more of a
5 asaneditorial anditisabig concern. Theresa 5 higger concern for uscoming. We have Indian Grove
6 lot of questions on what, you know, what lienrights | 6 Drainage District which drainsalot of the farmland
7 areout there, what can happen, and maybe there's 7 around our main hub of operation. And a couple
8 more gquestions than answers at this point in time. 8 yearsago, we decided to propose a project to
9 | know | had a conversation with an 9 replace the main tile that comes up into our land,
10 individual not too long ago and we were talking 10 andthisiskind of just a snapshot of a part of
11 about thisvery issue, and he said he had talkedto |11 that project.
12 hisfinancial advisor and his advisor says, well, if 12 And you can see three turbines there that
13 this happens, he said, we'll haveto figure it out. 13 arelocated around the engineered part, this leg of
14 Weneedtofigureit out before then. We need to 14 the property, and | -- thisis self-explanatory.
15 understand, you know, what can be taken at what 15 Theoneisvery, very close, I'm not sure exactly
16 pointintime, and if liens are taken, how are they 16 how that's going to fall, right on the new main, but
17 released and how that will affect our property and |17 it'sabig concern for us.
18 how we're able to useit for collateral, for other, 18 Thisis maybe just following up some
19 you know, operation collateral, real estate 19 points of the project. It'sto replace our
20 collateral, equipment collateral, whatever it might |20 hundred-year-old existing main line, a $1.2 million
21 be. 21 project, and it was proposed in April of 2012 and
22 How will the turbine construction and 22 currently iskind of on hold. See how we work
23 transmission line installation affect surface and 23 through this. Scopeisa 36-inch main that comes up
24 subsurface drainage, number four. Asyou cansee, (24 and then with 24-inch and 18-inch sub mains. And
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1 thisdoesprovide -- like | said, it'sthe main 1 that is recommended by some turbine manufacturers.
2 drainage artery of sortsfor our farmland and for 2 What thiswould mean isif aturbine would start to
3 our farmsteads. 3 fly apart, start throwing chunks of whatever, it
4 And due to minimal grade, we have aflat 4 would be best if those pieces would land on
5 topography where we're at, extremely flat, so the 5 participating property, so they're recommending a
6 location, the depth of our main lineis critical for 6 1640 foot/500 meter setback. So if it would start
7 proper water flow and capacity. Youwould liketo | 7 tossing into something that isn't -- you know, is
8 think that we could moveit around or whatever, but | 8 nonparticipating, to me that would be alegal
9 it'sbeen engineered to follow acertain path. And, 9 concern. So this might be something that the county
10 you know, how will that installation, how will 10 wantsto consider asfar aslooking at the
11 installation of turbines, accessroads, transmission |11  ordinances.
12 lines affect the long-term use of this, even the 12 Who takes responsibility for noise
13 positioning of it, depending on when it goesinin 13 complaints and property devaluation if and when they
14 relation to the project? 14 occur? And how all thisworks, you hear different
15 So, once again, maybe the question to ask, 15 stories about, you know, complaints are ignored,
16 and thisisthe conclusion of the drainage part, is. 16 whatever, as neighbors, and if you're responsible
17 Does approving this project, PRWF, help or hinder |17 for those, I'm not sure what the legal channels
18 agriculturein Livingston County asfar asfrom a 18 would be there.
19 drainage perspective? And it'savery critical part |19 And | guess the main concern isthe
20 of raising row cropsin Livingston County. 20 infrasound low frequency noise, the ILFN, and just
21 Thisisanother point, supposed to be 21 referencing a nonparticipating homeowner that has
22 number four or five |l believe, effects of 22 nineturbines within one mile, that's just -- |
23 participation on adjacent nonparticipating 23 don't know, it doesn't seem like a proper zoning,
24 properties. And | aready touched on thisjust 24 zoning in order to protect rural residences.
Page 1930 Page 1932
1 briefly, but one thing we need to think about is 1 The last part of my presentation tonight
2 general acceptance of nonparticipating neighborsand | 2 isgoing to bewhat I'm calling participation review
3 how it will affect the value and development of 3 of PRWF. | don't know if any of you remember this,
4 their properties. And alot of timesthisisn't 4 | think it wasin August at one of the county board
5 learned until it'stoo late. 5 meetings, during public comment | presented some
6 But | put thislittle diagram up here, 6 participation percentage numbers. At that meeting
7 it'sjust more as areference than the specific 7 itwasbasically 14,000 acres that were south of
8 dimensions on there, although they are pretty 8 Route 24, it wasjust kind of right over the top of
9 relevant to our situation because the setbacks are 9 our operation, and just kind of present what the
10 very close, but if you look at the -- where this 10 actual percentage of acreage, participating versus
11 turbineislocated, that little star, that is 1.1 11 nonparticipating, was at that point.
12 tower heights| believe from the property lines. 12 Basically thisreview kind of stemmed off
13 Youdraw a 1200 foot setback radius around there, so |13  of that, numbers that were put together herein the
14 you'relooking at ailmost 40 to 45 acres there that, 14 last few weeks. So thisbasically includes the
15 you know, would bein that setback. 15 whole project arearather than just a specific part.
16 Comments madeis, well, go ahead and build |16 One of the main considerations when you started --
17 inthere, there's nothing restricting you fromusing |17 when you started this was how do we establish
18 that land, and it certainly would not be my 18 project area boundary? And maybe I'll just read
19 preferenceto position livestock buildings, 19 down through these dlides alittle bit and then
20 residences, whatever it might be, inthere. | would |20 maybe, you know, I'll have a comment.
21 try to get them asfar away from there as possible. |21 Okay, review of different project areas,
22 I'm thinking maybe we can reference back 22 andI'mgoing to call it original versus
23 totheother picturethen. I've been made aware of |23 application, and they are both developer maps. One
24 there'sa 1640 foot debris evacuation zone setback |24  was generated and available on June 5th, 2014, and
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Page 1933

Page 1935

1 theother one, which isin the application, August 1 It'sbasically an acreage participation summary.
2 20th, 2014. 2 It'sbroken down by the nine different townships
3 Thisisthefirst one. Thisisareprint 3 that are represented in the project area. It'sa
4 ontheonel just had on the previous dide. I'm 4 pretty simpletally. Thefirst column isthetota
5 goingto call this, thisisthe original, the one 5 acres, the next oneis participating,
6 Invenergy used when they were startingto develop | 6 nonparticipating, and then percentage of
7 the project or releasing some of the participation 7 participating. Obvioudly there's -- the highest is
8 data AndI'mgoingto-- | guess, for lack of a 8 71therein Chatsworth, it'savery small number of
9 better word, I'm going to call it smooth boundary 9 acresto begin with, al the way down to Indian
10 represents general inclusion of affected properties. |10 Grove at 31.8, with an average of 53.4, once again
11 And properties areincluded that are at least within |11 based on 66,480 acrestotal.
12 one-half mile of participating properties or 12 Thisisthe next part of the summary, and
13 turbines. Propertiesoffered -- or propertiesin 13 thisoneisnot based on acreage but rather by
14 this boundary were offered easements and/or neighbor |14  property owner, participation levels of property
15 agreements. 15 owners. If you look across the top, the top four
16 In comparison to -- thisis the one that 16 numbers, thiswas a-- thiswas kind of a daunting
17 wasactually in the application, a notched project 17 task coming up with total number of property owners
18 boundary, identifies specific inclusions of 18 in PRWF inthe project area. Thistook some timeto
19 participating properties, properties excluded that 19 develop these numbers accurately. And | would like
20 may be within 500 feet of aturbine. So for this 20 totell you that they're down to the property owner,
21 participation summary, | used the June map for 21 but they're close.
22 project area boundaries. So it would be, back to 22 We came up with 741 property ownersin the
23 thisblue, it's more of a smooth line boundary. 23 area, and that includes farmland owners and home
24 Y ou know, the argument is going to be, 24 site owners, thisis people that have two acres and
Page 1934 Page 1936
1 well, you've got more acresinvolved there, andthat | 1 ahouse, thisis everybody that is considered a
2 istrue, but | do fed like representing the 2 property owner in the footprint. 289 participating,
3 participation versus nonparticipation, the smooth 3 that would be everybody that hasa-- hasan
4 line boundary map is a more accurate way of 4 easement, turbines or transmission lines, whatever
5 evauatingit. 5 itis. So452 nonparticipating. So 39 percent of
6 Just maybe a couple points about how we 6 the people/landowners within the project areawould
7 did the summary. Participation acreages and 7 beconsidered participating. Thisisindividual
8 property owners are accurate to the August map, even | 8 entity landowners, you know, irregardless of acres,
9 though we -- it soundslike alittle bit of a 9 sizeof it, whatever.
10 combination here, but even though we used the June |10 Then we broke it down alittle bit,
11 boundary, we updated the participation propertiesto |11 participating property owners, and I'll just -- how
12 the August map and adjustments for -- says 12 they break down. Of the 289, there's 99 individual
13 adjustments for additional participants, and there 13 property owners that have easements that allow
14 was also some correctionsin there where therewas |14  turbines or that are going to have turbines, or 13.4
15 actually nonparticipating properties that were 15 percent of the 741.
16 marked as participating and made those corrections |16 Then we took the turbine owners and broke
17 too. 17 itdown asfar aswhere they're actualy living.
18 One thing we didn't do in the property 18 Four different categories here. Thefirst oneis|
19 owner summary was adjusting for executed neighbor |19 call it turbine owners. It's actually landowners
20 agreements. | have no source of information onthat |20 that have easements with turbines on them. This
21 other than | think Mr. Parzyck's testimony 21 is--thefirst lineisthose that areliving in the
22 acknowledged that there was none executed at that |22  project area and they're in Livingston County.
23 point of that testimony and that may have changed. |23 They're obviously in Livingston County living in the
24 So thisisthefirst part of the summary. 24 project area. There's 37 property owners
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1 representing 45 of the turbines. 1 neighbor issuesif they're going to arise.” And |
2 Thenext lineisthoselivingin 2 don't have any figuresto quantify that. | don't --
3 Livingston County but living out of the project 3 | wouldn't do that.
4 area, so surrounding towns, Fairbury, Pontiac, 4 So just acouple slides here quick on
5 whatever, and it would be 31 of thoserepresenting | 5 conclusions. Participation summaries are an attempt
6 49 of the turbines. 6 to show property owner support. | personally feel
7 And then those living out of Livingston 7 like, even though there'salot of timeand | feel
8 County and living in lllinais, thiswould be like 8 likefairly accurate, | think a better way to
9 peopleliving in Bloomington, Pekin, wherever, 20 | 9 determine support in our community would be a public
10 property ownersrepresenting 26 turbines. Andthen |10 referendum vote township by township would be a
11 out of Livingston County and living out of state, 11 |11 better way to establish community support or
12 property owners, 16 turbines. 12 opposition, and then use that -- use that vote as a
13 So kind of a subtotal put down at the 13 recommendation for whoever the governing bodies are
14 bottom, you see 62 property ownersrepresenting 91 |14 that are making these decisions.
15 turbinesthat are not living in the project area, so 15 The summary that | presented here | feel
16 not really too worried about the effects of turbines |16 like does not show support needed to justify the
17 ontheir quality of life, in comparisonto almost 61 |17 effectsthat could result from the development,
18 percent of people up there at the top not 18 whether they would be land, property value, business
19 participating, and really at this point in time 19 effects, infrastructure effects, and effects to our
20 their only avenue, you know, of say at thispointin |20 viewscape based on the whole gamut of all the
21 timeishoping the county board, if they can protect |21 property ownersthat are affected.
22 their properties by voting no on this project. 22 One statement here | would just interject,
23 Now, thisslideis kind of my last one, | 23 because | know when Mr. Parzyck presented in one of
24 think, asfar as on the participation thing. 24  his opening presentations, he did make the comment
Page 1938 Page 1940
1 Adjustmentsto participation data. Thereisagroup | 1 thatitisvery important to Invenergy asfar as
2 of participating property owners out therewhoare | 2 public acceptance, community acceptance and support,
3 signed up or favoring nonparticipation. Thisisa 3 and -- before they would site aproject. | feel
4 nonsolicited group. It'sjust agroup that | would 4 like at this time we do not have that in our
5 say over the course of the last six monthshascome | 5 community. Thereisasignificant petition drive
6 forward and expressed in a pretty serious way, | 6 underway right now to establish project opposition
7 guess, if they would have the option today, they 7 inour community, in the community, and | don't have
8 would liketo get out of their easement for reasons | 8 any numbersto share on that, but those will be
9 weveaready reviewed. 9 forthcoming at some point.
10 This represents a group of maybe at this 10 Thisisapoint I've already made. If the
11 point 30 property owners, and that representsabout |11 project is approved, the livestock industry in our
12 4,010 acres, represents about 17 turbines. 1 know |12 townships could struggle with building siting
13 some of these have approached the developer asfar |13  expansionissues. |f our community, county, schools
14 astheir desires; some of them have not. If you 14 need financial support, would feel more comfortable
15 takethisinto percentages, maybe be about 4 percent |15 with atax referendum. Revenue. Generating revenue
16 of the property owners, not area big number, maybe |16 for established need rather than perhaps leaning on
17 6 percent of the acreage. | didn't do the 17 wind farm funding, and this would avoid issues that
18 percentage of the turbines. 18 we cannot really measure in dollars. Let's control
19 Another bullet point here, participating 19 thecontrollables. If we need more money, we're
20 property owners who want to be neutral, that'skind |20 willing to help and do that.
21 of astatement, but often make the statement, "It 21 When people visit our community, we want
22 wouldn't hurt my feelingsif the project werevoted |22 them to leave and remember usfor our agriculture,
23 down. Payments don't seem to be enough forthe |23 our legacy and our heritage and not as an electrical
24 risks associated with the project and the potential 24 power plant. And | guessthisis maybe athought
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Page 1943

1 after | havevisited. You know, you go to some of 1 A. Yes
2 these places, Cal Ridge, Cayuga Ridge, we havebeen | 2 Q. If that -- if you were unableto, for
3 through there abunch of times. | don't normally 3 whatever reason, grow or just if the growth of those
4 leave those communities thinking, well, that was 4 heifers were stunted, what would be the business
5 just agreat agricultural community, great livestock | 5 effectsof that do you think?
6 area, some of the best soil on the face of the 6 MR. BLAZER: Objection, there's no
7 earth, but more remembering that | just left aplace | 7 evidencein thisrecord that any such effect would
8 with abunch of wind turbines. 8 occur.
9 And | guess from the legacy of our family 9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: If -- please just
10 farming operation, we just hope that the decision of |10 answer the question.
11 our -- for these nine townships, for our community, |11 MR. BLAZER: My objectionisit's
12 would be that we can keep this development out and |12  speculative.
13 leave our townships, our communitiesfocused on |13 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Right. We can
14 agriculture, what we do best. Thanks. 14 speculate either way onthisissue. Soif you can
15 MR. LUETKEHANS: | have acouplefollow-up |15 answer the question, just please answer it.
16 questions, if | may, Mr. Chairman, or would you 16  A. | would say | wouldn't be ableto quantify
17 rather take abreak? It's up to you. 17 any kind of economic, specific economic impact at
18 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: veah, why dontwego |18 thispoint.
19 ahead and take -- let's take ten minutes. |'ve got 19 BY MR.LUETKEHANS:
20 8:12, solet'stry to be back about 8:22, and then 20 Q. Butyouwould runtherisk of losing
21 well continue with our questions for everybody. 21 customers.
22 (Recessat 8:12 p.m. to 8:24 p.m.) 22 A. Ifitdid, for sure.
23 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, welll get |23 Q. If it occurred, and I'm not saying you
24 going. Mr. Zehr, Mr. Zehr. 24 know one way or another.
Page 1942 Page 1944
1 VOICE: He's up there. 1 A. Right.
2 VOICE: At thetable. 2 Q. Youwere pretty clear you don't know one
3 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Oh, okay. All right, | 3 way or another --
4 welcometo the stage. It'sreal exciting up here. 4 A. That'sright.
5 MR. ZEHR: I'd rather be facing this way, 5 Q. --whether it would occur.
6 but-- 6 A. Butifitdid, you know, it would
7 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: vea, 1 know. Youhave | 7 Obvioudly alter the way we do business.
8 tolook at everybody. All right, we left off, did 8 Q. And alter the amount of money that you --
9 you get -- you did get through everything that you 9 or the amount of goods and services that you were
10 wanted to present with your PowerPoint, correct? |10 ableto purchasein Livingston County.
11 MR. ZEHR: Yes, yes, | did. 11 A. Correct.
12 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay, al right. So, |12 Q. Okay. You talked about the indoor -- or
13 Mr. Luetkehans, you had some follow-up questions? |13 excuse me, the Indian drain -- let me get to the
14 MR. LUETKEHANS: Yeah, just afew. 14 right page, the Indian Grove Drainage District
15 QUESTIONS BY 15 mainlinetile project. Andyou won't need to look
16 MR. LUETKEHANS: 16 atthis, but -- | don't think you need to look at
17 Q. Thelast two pages of your PowerPoint, 17 the sheet for this. What isthe purpose of that
18 they actually -- well, excuse me, UCLC Exhibit 80, |18 project? Isitredly -- or, you know, how does
19 those arelettersto the editor that were sent to 19 that project going through affect your business or
20 local newspapers by your family; isthat correct? 20 how will it help your business?
21 A. Yes that'scorrect. 21 A. Asl kind of explained during the
22 Q. Youwent through alot of -- you talked 22 presentation, it's-- it'sthemain, for lack of a
23 for awhile about your business relatesto dairy 23 better word, artery | guess or main subsurface
24 replacement heifers, correct? 24 drainage system that drains pretty much all the sub
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1 mainsthat arenot pictured on this, you know,the | 1 A. | would say that, you know, according to
2 picturethat | put up there, that would feed into | 2 my diagram herethat | referred to earlier, | don't
3 thisthing. Thesmallest tilethat would be 3 havetheopportunity to refer to my dides, but the
4 represented on this map would be about an 18-inch | 4 biggest concern here was there was specifically one
5 line, which isstill a big main. 5 turbinethat'salmost directly in the path of where
6 So, you know, if thisthing quits working 6 anew proposed linewould go, and whether there's
7 or,you know, whatever, if it's affected in some 7 optionstore-engineer that, the engineering has
8 way, itiskind of -- 1 mean it just hasa huge 8 already been donefor the project.

9 impact on production. That'swhy theold-timersa | 9 Q. Okay, but the purpose of thelineisto
10 hundred yearsago finally tiled thingsout sothat |10 avoid flooding farms, correct?

11 they could quit playingin themud. Maybethat's-- |11 A. That'sright. | mean it'sto makeit so
12 wehaveto keep it up. 12 wecan time-- so we can, you know, in atimely
13 Q. That'swhat I'm redly trying to figure 13 fashion farm our land. That'stheinvestment that
14 out. What'sthe physical effect if this-- if a 14 weput in. We'll be paying for thisthing, you
15 draintile project like thiswereto fail or 15 know, with taxes or whatever, and we don't really
16 whatever? What's the physical effect on afarm, | 16 want to pay for it twice, so yeah, wewant it to
17 don't know, just anywhere? 17 effectively drain our land for another hundred
18 A. Yeah, | mean affectsall thefarmland 18 years.
19 that'sconnected toit and all of the subsurface 19 MR. LUETKEHANS: Thank you, Mr. Zehr,
20 drainage system that comesinto it and the 20 appreciateit. Nothing further.
21 farmstead. | mean you have farmstead drainage, too, |21 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Fellow
22 SO-- 22 members of the ZBA, do we have any questions for Mr.
23 Q. Okay, soitwould -- it could possibly 23  Zehr?
24 create flooding of areas that -- 24 MS. HUISMAN: I've got one.

Page 1946 Page 1948

1 MR. BLAZER: Again, Mr. Cornale, if, could | 1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right.

2 possibly. 2 QUESTIONS BY

3 MR. LUETKEHANS: Oh, gosh. 3 MS. HUISMAN:

4 MR. BLAZER: Wherearewe goingwithall | 4 Q. Mr. Zehr, what kind of stimuli stress

5 this speculation? 5 calvesor cows? Andif they're different because of

6 MR. LUETKEHANS: Youknow what? Hetalked | 6 the age range, can you specify that for me too?

7 about adrainage project and I'm trying to 7  A. | would say one of the primary, you know,

8 understand what the effects of not -- that drainage g8 factorsof stressin our operation, you know,

9 project not working is. 9 regardless of age, isweather, whether it'sthe heat
10 MR. BLAZER: And what doesthat havetodo |10 of summer, you know, brutal cold of winter. Those
11 with anything we're talking about? It's pure 11 areprobably the most -- the main stressors. You
12 speculation. 12 know, there€'sothers. Tryingto think of -- we
13 MR. LUETKEHANS: It's-- you know what, he |13 alwaystry to limit exposureto, you know, other bio
14 tedtified toit. I'mjust trying to do follow-up 14 security issues, whatever it might be, bringingin
15 and-- 15 outside animalsthat maybe have a pathogen or
16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. 16 something that's different than what we have asfar
17 MR.LUETKEHANS: -- if thistileis 17 asintroducing new stressor whatever it might be.
18 affected, | want to understand what the effect is. 18 But | guessthefirst thing that comesto mind would
19 MR. BLAZER: That'stwo ifs. 19 beweather.

20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Mr. 20 Q. You sad weather?

21 Luetkehans, we'll allow that question just in the 21 A. Yes

22 respect that the proposed siting iswithin a 22 Q. Okay, thank you. And with regard to the

23 proximity of this hundred-year-old main line. 23 drainagedistrict, I'm assuming you're a member of
24 Q. Do youremember the question, Mr. Zehr? 24 that drainage district.
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1 A. Yes. I'mnot acommissioner. | have 1 andthat'sreally all | have to base my numbers off
2 talked to commissionersabout theproject. They | 2 of, and if therewas, then those could be
3 sharetheconcernsfor sure. But I'm not a 3 correctionsyou could makein thistally because
4 commissioner, I'mjust -- we'rejust aparticipant | 4 they would be considered participants.
5 init. 5 MS. HUISMAN: Okay, that's al I've got.
6 Q. Okay. Areyou aware of who -- who mapped | 6 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Any other questions
7 out the placement of tile and how this drainage 7 fromthe ZBA? Unitsof local government, school
8 district isgoing to flow? Do you get that -- do 8 districts, anybody out there? Mr. Blazer, do you
9 you have input from the county on that? 9 have any questions?
10 A. | believethe commissionershired an 10 MR. BLAZER: No, sir.
11 engineering company, Andrews Engineering, I'mnot |11 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Allright. Interested
12 surewherethey'refrom, but they engineered the |12 parties from the audience? I've got afew here.
13 project, laid out the path and, you know, thefall |13 [I'll take -- yeah, come on up. Please state your
14 onthemain. 14 name for the court reporter.
15 Q. Sothen doyou have to make like the FSA 15 MR. HARMS: Donald Harms, Fairbury. |
16 office or Soil and Water Conservation aware of what |16 want to ask Nelson this.
17 you're doing so that they know where's the placement |17 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Microphone, Mr. Harms,
18 of thetile? If you don't know, that's okay. 18 MR. HARMS:. Excuse me, am | on?
19  A. ldon't, I don't know what -- 19 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: | think so. Green
20 Q. I'mjust curious. 20 light going?
21 A. | don't know what the path isasfar as-- 21 MR. HARMS: Thered light's on.
22 you know, | don't think so, but it could be. 22 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Wdll, it will turn
23 Q. Okay. Andthenonequestiononyour --on |23 green. Flipitup, leaveit alone, it will come on.
24 the property owner participation summary. Canyou |24 MR. HARMS: Got it. That better?
Page 1950 Page 1952
1 just clarify for me, | might not have been paying 1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Yes, itis.
2 close enough attention, the difference, near the 2 QUESTIONS BY
3 bottom of your page, between participating property | 3 MR.HARMS:
4 owners being 289 and participating property owners | 4 Q. Nelson, | want to ask aquestion. If |
5 with turbines being 99. 5 read the board correctly, the screen correctly,
6 A. Right. If you would take 289 minus 99, 6 Yyou've aready circulated a petition for ano vote
7 you would come up with the number of individual | 7 onthewind power; isthat correct?
8 participantsthat arejust -- they'renot receiving | 8  A. | think the petition that's being wor ked
9 turbines, they're not getting turbineson their 9 onisjust alist that would be those opposing,
10 property. That'sjust they're, you know, signed up |10 opposing the project, you know. Soif you're
11 for connectivity to the collection line system, 11 signing the petition, it would be -- it would be
12 they'rewhatever, you know. 12 expressing your opposition for, you know, furthering
13 Q. Sotransmission lines, but did you say 13 theproject.
14 that you did not have accessto like good neighbor |14 Q. Okay. Have you or your committee, have
15 agreements, so those numbers wouldn't takethat -- |15 you ever told the group of people out here and the
16 they wouldn't -- you're not considering them 16 people that are opposed how much revenue is going to
17 participating, are you? 17 come off of thiswind farm?
18  A. If therewould be good neighbor 18 AUDIENCE VOICE: Areyou serious?
19 agreement -- if there'sneighbor agreementsthat |19  A. | certainly haven't told all of the, you
20 havebeen signed, | mean | would consider thoseas |20 know, peoplethat have -- no, | haven't. | mean
21 participating entities. | don't haveany --1 don't |21 | --
22 haveany knowledge of that, if they're-- you know, |22 Q. My feelingsareif you're going to
23 likel said, | think Mr. Parzyck testified that none |23 circulate the petition by getting people to say
24 had been executed as of the date when hetestified, |24 they're against this petition, then you're --
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Page 1955

1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: mr. Harms, Mr.Harms. | 1 figure out who has turbines and who doesn't or how

2 MR. HARMS: Ask aquestion, okay. 2 didyou figurethat out? Or did you look at that

3 BY MR.HARMS: 3 listing? You went by what the applicant gave you is

4 Q. Okay. Areyou aware of how many millions | 4 what I'm tryingto get at.

5 of dollars every year is going to comein from this 5 A. Yeah. From aparticipation standpoint,

6 wind farminyour community? 6 all of that information wasthingsthat we

7 A. I'mnot -- I'm not going to testify to 7 referenced from their materials. The...

8 thosenumbersasfar asthat goes. Likel said, 8 Q. Okay.

9 mentioned earlier in my testimony, if there'saneed | 9  A. | mean turbine-- determining the turbines
10 for, you know, additional revenueto support our |10 didn't comefrom the mapsnecessarily. That came
11 county, wefeel likethere'sbetter waysof going |11 from, you know, just looking at the list.

12 about that. Wedon't -- you know, wedon't know |12 Q. Thelist.
13 that there'sany guaranteesasfar astherevenues |13 A. Andthere's-- obviously there'scertain
14 that they're projecting. 14 ownersthat are getting multiple tur bines, you know,
15 Q. Therewill be an article in the Fairbury 15 sowekind of -- what we wanted to do iskind of,
16 Blade and the Leader -- 16 especially on the property owner thing, wasjust get
17 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Mr. Harms, Mr. Harms. |17 it down to whereit'sjust individual entities, you
18 Question on histestimony. 18 know, rather than just multiple -- reading the whole
19 MR. HARMS: Better cut it off, huh? 19 list was somewould have multiple listings under
20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Well -- 20 them getting numerousturbines, so --
21 MR. HARMS: Okay, sorry. Thank you. 21 Q. Wadll, that'sagood segue into my next
22 A. Thank you. 22 question which isthe reason | came up here, which
23 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Any other questions |23 isyou indicated there were 99 owners that were
24 from the audience? Carolyn, come on up. 24  getting turbines or that were listed as turbine

Page 1954 Page 1956

1 QUESTIONSBY 1 hosts and the number of turbinesis only 136, so --

2 MS. GERWIN: 2 andit'sdown to 134 now, so that meansthey're like

3 Q. ThisisCarolyn Gerwin, Pontiac, Illinois. 3 getting 1.3 turbines per owner then.

4 A couple points of clarification. You had -- again, | 4 So if you're saying that there are some

5 with the chart, when you identified the 5 ownersthat are getting multiple turbines, that

6 participating owners, were you going according to 6 meansthat some of these turbine hosts are not

7 theinformation provided by the applicant? Youwere | 7 getting any turbines. Isthat accurate?

8 going according to the yellow spacesasmarkedon | 8  A. No, no. All theproperty ownersthat are

9 their map; isthat correct? 9 listed here as getting turbines ar e getting at least
10 A. That'sright. We--there'san August -- 10 one. Themajority of them are getting one, and
11 likel said, the application, the application map |11 thereare somethat are getting two, and there's
12 that was-- | had a copy of it there. Accordingto |12 somethat aregetting four or five, just a few, so
13 theAugust submission that they submitted, that's |13 that'sthesituation. All of the ones-- all 99 are
14 wherewe-- yeah, from an acreage standpoint, that's |14 getting at least one.

15 what we based it off of. 15 Q. Okay. All right, that's what | wanted to

16 Q. Okay. 16 know. Thank you. Oh, wait, | have one more

17 A. Madeit accuratetothe August submission |17 question. Arethey guaranteed they're getting one?
18 | guessyou would say. 18  A. | can't speak tothat.

19 Q. Wadll, thething that kind of jumped out at 19 MS. GERWIN: Okay, thank you.

20 me, soyou'retaking their word for -- you're not 20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Anybody dseinthe
21 questioning which of those listed property owners |21  audience with a question? | don't see anybody.

22 areturbines versus like a good neighbor agreement |22  County staff, questions? All right, Mr. Zehr, |

23 ortransmission lines or electrical lines. You're 23 believe you're done, thank you.

24 just -- did you compare the map to that list to 24 All right, Mr. Luetkehans, | believe you
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Page 1959

1 have another witness that would like to testify this | 1 So thefirst thing | want to talk about
2 evening. 2 wasthe Livingston County ordinance, wind farm
3 MR. LUETKEHANS: Yes, Amber Severson. | 3 energy. When | first started looking at the
4 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right, Ms. 4 ordinance, it struck me as kind of odd. | was going
5 Severson. 5 through and | first was -- | first was looking at
6 (Amber Severson was duly sworn.) 6 theapplicationsand | first stcumbled upon the solid
7 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Ms. Severson, please | 7 waste application. So it was along thing looking
8 state your name and address for the court reporter. 8 through the municipal code, but once | figured out
9 MS. SEVERSON: Canyou hear me? Okay, my | 9 how to go through, work my way through the municipal
10 nameis Amber Severson. | live at 200 West Maple |10 codeto look at all of our ordinances, | read
11 Street, Fairbury, Illinois. 11 through this solid waste ordinance. And if you can
12 Okay, I'm going to call out a couple 12 seehere, just for reference, it has many sections
13 points of housekeeping just aswe go through here. |13 and it talks about filing requirements,
14 There are just acouple of them. I'm calling them 14 accommodations of waste, public welfare, effects on
15 housekeeping, just so you know what I'm talking 15 surrounding property, location, hazardous waste.
16 about when | get there. But one of themisactually |16 Anyway, to make my point, | had the
17 the Pleasant Ridge Wind Generation Power Plant 17 expectation when | was looking at the wind ordinance
18 application that | have here. 18 that | would find something similar, right, written
19 Wind farm. This has nothing to do with 19 by our board or written by our community, whatever,
20 farming. That'smarketing. Thisisapower plant. |20 articulated in that fashion. But what | found is
21 And | fed strongly that if we weren't dealingwith |21 highlighted there in red, right here, isthat the
22 aprivate entity and we were dealing with -- wewere |22 wind ordinance really only coversthe siting
23 dealing with Ameren or Commonwealth Edison, alot of |23 application review requirements. It really doesn't
24 the questions that we've had as a group would have |24 give us any other information on any of these areas.
Page 1958 Page 1960
1 been answered because they would haveto havebeen | 1 And so from my perspective, | thought that that was
2 answered because they were a utility company. Sol | 2 lacking.
3 just wanted to make that point before we get started | 3 So | took ahard look at it because | was
4 here. 4 trying to figure out where it came from. So | went
5 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: weregoingtohaveto | 5 0onthe Internet and | started Googling some of the
6 do something different with you becauseit'sgoing | 6 verbiagein the ordinance, and what | found out
7 tokeep feeding back. It'syour position relative 7 immediately was that we were not the only county
8 to that speaker above you. 8 with this exact same ordinance. All of these
9 MS. SEVERSON: Okay. Can| movetothe | 9 countiesaround usin red have the exact same
10 right? 10 wording intheir ordinance. Identical. Theonesin
11 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Yeah, if youmoveto |11 orange were aimost identical and had some minor
12 oneside or the other, that should solve that 12 changes. Cook County doesn't even have awind
13 problem. 13 ordinance. The onesin blue have completely
14 MS. SEVERSON: Okay. 14 different wind ordinances, and | think it would be
15 MR. LUETKEHANS: You can sit here. 15 very hard if you read through their ordinancesto
16 MS. SEVERSON: | just wantto say that -- |16 know whether or not they could even put alarge wind
17 let meseeif | can get thisto move. I'm 17 farm facility there, okay? But | thought this was
18 articulating seven points, and I'm going totry and |18 interesting and | thought how do all of these
19 move through thisfairly quickly. A lot of thisis 19 counties have exactly the same ordinance?
20 justvisual, I'mavisual person. Also, we've 20 And the reason this one says AWEA is
21 taked alot at high levels about things, but 21 becauseit actually says AWEA in their ordinance.
22 oftentimes you find the devil'sin the details, and 22 They even called it out, so | imagine that's where
23 sol wanted to point out some of those detailsand |23 they got it from. So | went and looked alittle bit
24 then just show abigger picture. 24 further and | found the model for the ordinance.
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Page 1963

1 You can see here that this ordinance was delivered | 1 So, for instance, something that was excluded or was
2 in-- scroll down. This ordinance, thiswas 2 added was to be updated every three years as
3 actually amodel that wasmade and it wasmadeat | 3 determined by the zoning board. And in the model,
4 |IT inChicago. Sojust what | did was | went 4 what was taken out from our ordinance was a
5 through here and | started looking at all of the 5 provision that county municipalities shall have
6 connections, al the connection points. 6 accessto the site pursuant to reasonable notice or
7 So what do | see here? | seethiswas 7 tophysicaly effect or complete decommissioning.
8 fromagrant from Illinois Clean Energy Community | 8 And | thought that was alittle bit of a significant
9 Foundation with help -- they had help fromthelaw | 9 little phrase there because right now the county
10 firm of Baker and McKenzie doing pro bono assistance |10 doesn't have access to the site per the ordinance,
11 onthisdraft. Theresagirl down here, Holly 11 sothat part was taken out. | thought that was
12 Gordon, who had quite alittle bit to do with it, so 12 interesting.
13 | just went alittle bit deeper. Excuse me, sorry. 13 So | went alittle bit deeper and |
14 And one of the things that was -- that | 14 Googled Holly Gordon and | found her, found her on
15 thought was fascinating also was that property 15 Linkedin, and she was the girl who was on that
16 owners are mentioned only five timesin our 16 model. Shewent to Il T, Chicago Kent College of
17 ordinance. And something to remember aswe'regoing |17 Law, Baker and McKenzie helped write this ordinance,
18 through thisisright here, it says "property owner 18 and it wasthrough the direction of the Illinois
19 fromwhom land isleased for locating the WECS." It |19 Clean Energy Community Fund. Howard Learner was
20 isspelled out in our ordinance asit is now and it 20 very instrumental in thislllinois Clean Energy
21 isspelled out that same way in the model ordinance, |21  Fund.
22 but | just thought it was interesting that property 22 So now all of asudden what I'm finding is
23 ownersare not mentioned very oftenin this 23 I'mfinding politics. I'm finding that an old
24 ordinance. 24 governor, who made a deal with Commonwealth Edison
Page 1962 Page 1964
1 What | did do here was | compared the two 1 when they got to sell some power plants, said you
2 ordinancesjust to seeif there were differences, 2 haveto take $250 million and you have to -- you
3 andtherereally aren't very many differences. One | 3 haveto create thislllinois Clean Energy Fund, a
4 difference that | see here, Section 56.617, fees, 4 non-for-profit. So all these guysthat are sitting
5 through Freedom of Information, | believethat was | 5 on the board here are elected by -- are handpicked
6 the one and the only amendment made to this 6 by the governor, the House, the Speaker of the
7 ordinance from the county zoning board. So this 7 House, so on and so forth. And thislast guy is
8 ordinance was adopted by the board and it really 8 picked by Commonwealth Edison and has to be someone
9 doesn't have anything in it; it's just coming from 9 inthe clean energy field.
10 thismodel. 10 So Holly's over here in San Francisco
11 These are some of the changes, someof the |11 right now, she's the legidative vice-president for
12 thingsthat arein our ordinance that are alittle 12 thiscompany Sunrun, so she's still obviously in the
13 it different. For instance, if you compare the 13 industry. Howard Learner here, he runsthe
14 model ordinance, you're going to see that these 14 Environmental Law and Policy Center which started in
15 numbers are different. | think it sayslike one 15 Illinois, and from apolitical standpoint, heis
16 million in the model ordinance and these numbersare |16 very closely associated to the Obamas, so that was
17 different. So all thisstuff isdifferent in our 17 interesting.
18 ordinance, but we didn't from -- this stuff is 18 Then if you go down here, there's Mr.
19 different in our ordinance from the model, butwe |19 Obama. Oops. There's Mr. Obama. A lot of
20 did not make those changes, they were already there, |20 legidlation that was written specific to the lawsin
21 which means from the model to us somebody made (21 Illinois here that we've been discussing, | think
22 changeson that and it wasn't us. 22 Mr. Loomis was talking about the public acts and the
23 In the decommissioning plan, there's some 23 taxation, the taxation laws, the mandate that we
24 changes aso and some things that were excluded. |24 haveto have 25 percent of our energy by 2025 and 75
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Page 1965 Page 1967
1 percent of that has to be wind energy, that was all 1 number of wind towerson afarm. | mean thisisall
2 legidation put in under Governor Blagojevich. And | 2 concernsthat the board brought up way back whenin
3 justthislast year, President Obama came to 3 2006 when they adopted this ordinance.
4 Illinoisto do some fundraising during the last 4 Now why isthisimportant? Becauseit's
5 gubernatorial race and the senators and so on, and 5 not our ordinance. It'snot ours. We didn't write
6 hehad afundraiser sponsored by this gentleman 6 it. Andthere'salot of people here who don't want
7 here, and that happensto be Michael Polsky, andhe | 7 to moveforward withit. If you take into
8 isthe CEO of Invenergy. 8 consideration what you know here, it would be
9 So when | look at this, I'm like, holy 9 important to think about not -- denying this permit
10 cow. Thisiswhere my -- this hereiswhere my 10 because we didn't even write this. Thiswas written
11 ordinance comes from, and there's this whole big 11 by someone else. Thisisnot our ordinance.
12 trail that leads around and it leads right to 12 Okay, number two. Took a step back and |
13 Invenergy, and | thought that was interesting. | 13 wanted to know what the heck the hedonic method was
14 didn't go looking for that; it just happened. | 14 because | don't know. And Invenergy put alot of
15 just thought that was very interesting. 15 stock in that and said that it would not affect our
16 So at that fundraiser, you know, we've got 16 property values and that this report was stellar.
17 people collecting $35,000 a couple to havedinner |17 Sowhat | did was | took alook at -- | went out
18 with the President at Michael Polsky's Gold Coast |18 looking for something that could give me an idea of
19 home, that's where the fundraiser was held, and just |19 what a hedonic model was.
20 for information's sake, there's also information 20 So | went out there and | looked and |
21 about this stimulation package and individualswho |21 found something. Thislink up hereisto this
22 received stimulation aid from there. And that would |22  paper, but what | wanted to point out was there's a
23 beMichael Polsky. And | feel it'srelevant because (23 few thingsthat are important about the hedonic
24 herewe are with Invenergy sitting in our back yard, {24 model. One of them isthat you need to have -- you
Page 1966 Page 1968
1 andweve got al this stuff going on here. 1 need to have homogeny in your -- excuse me. I'm
2 We talked alittle bit before about the 2 going to skip through a couple of these.
3 wind energy supply chain, and | just thought thisis | 3 Y ou need to have homogenous data instead
4 actually -- comes straight from the wind energy, and | 4 of heterogenous data. What does that mean? The
5 if youlook at this when we were talking about 5 datahasto bethe same kind of data, it's got to be
6 supply chain, thisiswhere all -- thisiswhere the 6 thesame. Soif you're talking about houses, they
7 money'sgoing to go. And you can see Gamesaisin | 7 needto be similar houses. If you're talking about
8 there, Invenergy isinthere. So that's something 8 geographical location, it needs to be the same type
9 you cantakealook at. 9 of geographical location. If you're talking about
10 Now, why isit all important? It's 10 neighborhoods, there has to be some neighborhood
11 important because through Freedom of Information Act |11  specificity. So that's really important when you're
12 | got the minutes of the meeting when thisordinance |12 talking about the hedonic model.
13 wasput into place. And part of that discussion was |13 S0 there's some -- there are some things
14 right here. Thediscussion isthe board members 14 that work with hedonic modelling from the
15 would like to have an ordinance with tighter 15 perspective of assuming that the market operates
16 restrictionsto protect landowners. There'sno 16 under perfect competition and there are a number of
17 alowance for property value guaranteesin the 17 buyersand sellers, okay. That's not necessarily
18 ordinance. Thisisnot an economical idea but 18 true. Hedonic price mode only works under the
19 social engineering passed by legislators, which | 19 assumption that market equilibrium is there and
20 found was very interesting that someone actually 20 there's no interrelationships between the implicit
21 saidthat, because if you follow al the dots, 21 pricesof attributes. Well, that's not true.
22 that's exactly where our ordinance came from. And |22 So what's important to remember in going
23 if amended, it doesn't pass; there's no criteria or 23 through this, sorry if thisislong, isthat your
24 proceduresin place for wind farmsto adhere to; the |24 data heeds to be homogenous and one of our
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Page 1969 Page 1971

1 neighborhood attributesis going to be wind 1 8.8 and 14.49 percent, within aradius of .5 miles

2 turbines. And they did try and make -- and 2 tothenearest turbine. And, again, if you go

3 misspecification, overspecification, 3 through thisinformation, what you're going to find

4 underspecification is a problem. 4 isthat there was adeclinein proximity if you had

5 So one of Pleasant Ridge's exhibits was 5 aview, but there was alarger decline if you had

6 Exhibit 35, Valuesinthe Wind: A Hedonic Analysis | 6 noise. So you could add approximately 3to 7

7 of Wind Power Facilities, by Heintzelmann and 7 percent of the sales price can be explained by the

8 Tuttle, so we've all heard about this. But what 8 exposure to noise.

9 Invenergy said was that this report supported their 9 So | think what's important with this one
10 findings of no sales property value declines, and 10 isthat when you put them altogether, the reports
11 what thisreport actually said was there are three 11 that we've seen, the Heintzelmann and Tuttle, this
12 areasthat it looked at. And in one of the areas, 12 one, and even Invenergy's own reports from Dr.
13 in Lewis County, there were no declines, but in 13  Thayer, Mr. Thayer, they all come to a conclusion
14 Clinton County and in Franklin County therewere |14 that anything within about two miles from point zero
15 substantial declines, and they were within .5to 2 15 of awind turbineis an area of concern whether or
16 miles. 16 not it's going to produce a property value decrease.
17 And so as we go through this, you're going 17 And | just put amap like this on here.
18 toseethat | think -- | think -- and then it also 18 ThisisDenmark. That's the size of Denmark on the
19 saidfinaly this paper breaks with the prior 19 United States. In that Danish study, if you take
20 literaturein finding any statistically significant 20 thetimetoread it, you're going to seethat they
21 property value impacts from wind facilities. So 21 werevery, very concerned about the homogeny of
22 Invenergy is using this paper to support that 22 their study knowing that, because it was areal
23 there'sno sales differencein price, but the paper 23 estate market, they were going to have heterogony,
24 itself saysthere's-- they do break with it because |24  but they were so concerned about it. And what's

Page 1970 Page 1972

1 they do find asignificant difference. 1 funny isthe report that was done by -- that was

2 Thisisthe areathat they -- these are 2 presented by Invenergy wasn't at all worried about

3 theareasthat they said they did the report in, 3 the homogeny because they had us all over the

4 Lewis County, Franklin County and Clinton County, | 4 country with their data collection.

5 and | just wanted to give you this map so that later 5 All right. Sorry I'm alittle bumpy here,

6 onyou can reference these actual wind farmsandyou | 6 but | think I'm going to smooth out here. So now

7 can seethat where I'm leading here is significant. 7 we're going to examine Pleasant Ridge Exhibit 31,

8 | found a study, hedonic study, that kept 8 which isthe Impacts of Wind Power Projects on

9 itsscopevery limited, it was very homogenous, and | 9 Residential Property Values, so thisistheir own
10 itdidn't have -- it didn't have aton of variables, 10 report. And | took adifferent view of this.
11 whichis something you want in ahedonic model. |11 First of all, as| said earlier, | wanted
12 It'sfrom Denmark. And what they actually saidwas |12 to do alittle housekeeping and this is one of those
13 Heintzelmann and Tuttle find that nearby wind 13 housekeeping moments. Right here at the top, this
14 facilities significantly reduce property values. 14 document was prepared as an account of work
15 And at first thisreport said, made the stipulation 15 sponsored by the United States Government. All
16 that the Heintzelmann and Tuttle use proximity to |16 right, thisis part of their disclaimer. And | have
17 wind turbines as a proxy for noise and visual 17 to say as someone who writes white papers often and
18 pollution, which implies the results that 18 who has collaborated with people at work to write
19 Heintzelmann and Tuttle find property valuesreduced |19 papers, | aways know exactly what my paper is
20 should be interpreted with caution. 20 about, | dways know exactly what'sin it, | know
21 But what this study did was it actually 21 what the other people's content is because my name
22 took into consideration noise and visual pollution. |22 isonit, and so | would know if | wrote this paper
23 And what they found, their conclusions and results |23  whether it was sponsored by the United States
24 were that they found a significant decline, between |24 Government or not. Just saying.
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Page 1973 Page 1975
1 So another point of housekeeping. While 1 different people, there's so many variables there.
2 thisdocument is believed to contain correct 2 There's something in real estate that's called
3 information, neither the United States Government | 3 location location location, and what's happening
4 nor any agency thereof, nor the Regent of the 4 herein lllinoisis not going to be the same as
5 University of California nor any of their employees, | 5 what's happening over here.
6 makesany warranty, expressed or implied, or assumes | 6 Okay. So | waslooking to seeif | could
7 any legal responsibility for the accuracy, 7 look at their maps differently, and | came across
8 completeness or usefulness of any information, 8 thiswebsite. It'scalled -- it's by the USGS.
9 apparatus, product or process disclosed, or 9 It'scaled Wind Farm. If you hit onit, thisis
10 representsthat its use would not infringe 10 what you're going to get. What we're looking at
11 privately-owned rights. | think that'savery huge |11 hereiswe'relooking at all those red dots all over
12 disclaimer considering that they're using this 12 the country, those are al wind farm facilities. So
13 report to preface why they want to put abigwind |13 that kind of gives you a general idea of how many
14 complex somewhere, anywhere, in the country. That's |14 wind farms are out there.
15 ahugedisclaimer. 15 Now, if you use these little instruction
16 They also have an abstract, and we already 16 things over here, you need a different view, and
17 know some of this, but | just wanted to point it 17 thisview separatesit by capacity up here. So you
18 out. We've heard it before. The present research 18 cansee0to lisblue, that'sOto 1 megawaitt, 1 to
19 collected dataon almost 7500 sales of singlefamily |19 2,2t0 3, 3to 4. So blue are small turbines. Get
20 homes situated, and here's the important part, 20 up hereto yellow and red, we're talking about lot
21 within ten miles of 24 existing wind facilitiesin 21 bigger turbines. So you can kind of just get an
22 ninedifferent U.S. states. 22 ideaby looking here what you're seeing.
23 Also, the conclusions of this study were 23 So | used thisto take alook at their
24 drawn by eight different hedonic pricing modelsthat |24 maps. First of all, just to familiarize you with it
Page 1974 Page 1976
1 they smooshed together. Once you do that with a 1 alittlebit, | focused in, | used these controls
2 hedonic model, you take eight of them and you smoosh | 2 over hereand | focused in, and thisis Livingston
3 them together, you are just adding and adding and 3 County. Takealook. There's Dwight, thisisthe
4 adding, you're losing homogeny, you're adding 4 wind farm up there by Dwight. Here's Odell. Here's
5 heterogony, and the fact that we're concentratingon | 5 usdown here. Cool thing about thisisif you hover
6 propertiesthat can be up to ten miles away from a 6 over thiswind farm, any given wind farm, it gives
7 wind facility really goes against the thought 7 you awhole bunch of information. It givesyou
8 processthat we are focussing on what's happening 8 capacity of theturbines, it gives you the blade
9 withintwo miles of it. We know right there that 9 length, it gives you the total height of the -- of
10 that'swherethere's problems. 10 eachturbine. That's pretty interesting. And just
11 And then down here it says, "Although the 11 togiveyou aclose-up of it soyou canread it a
12 anaysis cannot dismiss the possibility that 12 little better. And then if you go in closer, you're
13 individual homes or small numbers of homeshavebeen |13 going to get a closer look, you're going to actually
14 or could be negatively impacted, if it finds that 14 see-- you know, thisisjust like Google Earth, you
15 theseimpacts do exist, they are either too small or |15 just go down and you can see adl the different wind
16 too infrequent to result in any widespread, 16 turbines.
17 statistically observable impact.” 17 So what | did to take ahard look at their
18 Okay. Well, thisiswhat we're going to 18 mapsis| created kind of atarget. And so big
19 look at here. Thisiswhat | did. Here'stheir 19 circleisfivemileradius, four, three, here's the
20 map. Herearetheir ninelocations. Asyou can 20 two mileradius, one mile, and this goes by quarter
21 seg it'svery heterogenous, they're all over the 21 miles. | wanted to do this because | wanted to kind
22 country. Weall know just from common sensethat |22 of plot things on a steady map and see what -- just
23 theseareall very different geographical areas, 23  seewhat it showed us.
24 they all have very different landscapes, very 24 And so if you look at Cayuga Ridge, for
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Page 1977 Page 1979
1 instance, where there's 100 turbines, here's afive 1 What we're looking at iswe're looking at
2 mileradius around one that's closest to Odell, and 2 afivemileradius around thistown. Now, why is
3 you can seethat Odell itself fallsinside of atwo 3 thisimpressiveto me? Thisisimpressive to me
4 mileradius, so there's areas there that fall inside 4 because when | look at this, | see everything within
5 of two miles. Now, of course, one of thesetwo mile | 5 atwo mileradius affecting virtually no one.
6 circlesobviously would fit on any oneof theseand | 6 Everything within afive mileradius, it hitsa
7 it would create a bigger -- it would create abig 7 little bit between two and three miles of the town,

8 mess. 8 thisHighland area, but they were measuring out here
9 So what | wanted to do was | just put them 9 onaten mileradius, out ten miles. And soif you
10 onthe outside edgesjust to take alook and see 10 would include houses outside here, | don't see how

11 what kind of afootprint two mile radius means. 11 that would really be impacted, so | don't see how
12  We'reassuming in herethat everythingiswithina |12 that'srelevant to using thisto locate other wind
13 two mileradius becauseit's all smooshed together. |13 farms. You know, this, there's nobody here in these
14 Sothisiswhat the footprint looked like of Cayuga |14 two miles, it's not going to affect anybody.
15 Ridge. Sothisiswhat | was going for as| was 15 Remember, within two miles of ground zero is where
16 going to go through their report and their maps. 16 it'simportant.
17 Okay. Sotheir study areawas nine, nine 17 And the other thing that | thought was
18 locations, and in those nine locations they had 18 interesting wasthisisa 10 meter building right
19 different facility names. If you take alook here, 19 here. That'sour ordinance. | mean our ordinance
20 thisisin Washington, in Oregon, and they had a 20 without special use isabuilding can only be 35
21 number of facilities, and there's 582 turbines out 21 feet high out here in agricultural land. And those
22 there. Wow, okay, so there'salot of turbines out 22 Washington turbines that they were talking about
23 there, and then we go down thelist. Sowhat | did |23 that we just looked at, they were 91 meters high.
24 was| took alook at their maps and | mapped it, 24 Thisiswhat they want to put at Pleasant Ridge. So
Page 1978 Page 1980
1 too, and | took alook at just what | could see. 1 they'reusing -- they're using data and they're
2 What doesit show me? Hold on. 2 using turbines that are so much smaller there's
3 Okay, so thisis Invenergy's map that they 3 bound to be adifference herein effect.
4 providedintheir study, | shouldn't say Invenergy 4 So thisistheir Stateline which is part
5 but Dr. Thayer's study, and what | want youtotake | 5 of their map, and again when you look at this, see
6 note of in the Invenergy mapsis that down here 6 dl these blue, these are al blue turbines, they're
7 they'reon different scales. So we're going to 7 very little, they're not big turbines, they're not
8 look, we're going to go through these maps, but in 8 big giant turbines, and again within two miles
9 their maps you're going to see aten mile scale, 9 theresnobody. You can seethisisupinthe
10 Yyou'regoing to see an eight mile scale, six mile, 10 mountains.
11 four mile, two mile, you know, but what | didwas| |11 Right here there's some farmland, you can
12 put everything on afive mile scale so that we could |12 seethat it's cut up in farmland, so thiswould be
13 justreally take alook at it. 13 inthethreeto five mileradius. That might be
14 Now, the purpleis houses, the houses 14 more like us, but, you know, they're pretty far
15 that -- the homes that they have sold, homes, and 15 away. And, again, they measured out here. They
16 these arethe wind turbines. So thisiswhat | see 16 went to up to ten miles away to get their data. And
17 on atopographical map, and mine are alittlecloser |17 there's nothing there. So from my perspective, this
18 in. Sothisistheir nine canyonswherethey hadit |18 isgood siting of turbines. | mean you're putting
19 al combined, basically nine canyons, oneor two, |19 it wherethereisn't anybody.
20 and we'rejust looking at the yellow onesright now. |20 Here'stheir Vansycle Ridge, and I'm just
21  Why? Becausethat'sal that was built at thetime. |21 going to go through these. Thisisthe Vansycle
22 So--or, excuse me, | guessthere'ssomegreenones (22 Ridge, thisis till in Oregon, and al that they
23 intheretoo. Excuse me, we'relooking at thegreen (23  were measuring in this one were these two groups,
24 ones; the yellow ones weren't there at the time. 24 thesetwo blue groups. None of this stuff was here
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Page 1981 Page 1983
1 before. When they did this study, the only thing 1 countryside, the more people you're going to impact.
2 that existed were these. So again, there's nothing 2 I meanlook at that. Because now there's so much
3 thereand so theimpact issmall. Of course, no 3 more spacein atwo mileradius of any given
4 one'sgoing to complain; there's nobody there. 4 turbine. And this-- and Weatherford, Oklahoma,
5 Then there's Combine Hillsin Oregon. Now | 5 it'swithintwo milesin alot of places. So | look
6 thisiswherethe green oneswerein, so the green 6 atthat and | think, hmm, that's kind of what we're
7 ones must have been in there at the same time, but 7 goingtolook like. We're going to have turbines
8 again, even when you take alook at it, here'sthe 8 gpread al over the place and we're going to have
9 fivemileradius closest to the town, closest to 9 high impact within two miles.
10 wherethere's population centers over here, it's 10 Here's another location. Thisis lowa.
11 outside of the five mileradius. Everything within |11 Thisisactualy on their map. You can seethisis
12 thetwo mileradius, there's nobody there. | would |12 aneight milescale. And thisisactually two
13 consider that good siting. 13 different locations. There'sawind farm up here
14 Okay. So now we'rejust going to step 14 andthere'sawind farm down here. They've got it
15 through these because what you're going to see -- 15 combined. I'vegot it separated. Here's Storm
16 you know, if you guys want a copy of this, youcan |16 Lake, which isthe north one, and again you can see
17 getit or you can just take alook for yourself. 17 these are smaller turbines because they're blue, so
18 Again, here'sBig Springs, Texas, and thisistheir |18 they're not near as big as what they want to put by
19 copy. Andthisis my picture. And what we're 19 us, but you see how spread out they are?
20 looking at here are the blue ones again because 20 And what does that look like when you put
21 that'sal that wasthere at the time. So five mile 21 afivemileradius and then two mile radiuses around
22 radius. There'sthetown. It'swithin threeto 22 it? You'vegot alot of peoplewithin atwo mile
23 fivemiles. There'salot of peoplethere and 23 radiusof aturbine, so -- or | should say alot of
24 that'skind of close. | mean that's splatter like 24 property, alot of land. I'm not going to say
Page 1982 Page 1984
1 Fairbury, like Livingston County, but out here 1 there'salot of people there necessarily, but it
2 there's nothing. 2 just has-- it hasthe potential to be alarger
3 And if you look hard at these maps, 3 impact because you're just spreading it out all over
4 because you can look yourself, see all these little 4 theplace.
5 pitted things and everything here? Well, if you 5 And the same thing with the -- thisis the
6 look rea hard, you're going to find that in Big 6 samelake, but thisisthat southern wind farmin
7 Springs, Texas, thisisalready an industrial town. 7 lowa. Again, it's spread out, and when you spread
8 All this pitting and everything that you're seeing, 8 itout, you get that -- you get that same effect.
9 that'sdl like gasand ail, little, you know -- so 9 And of course --
10 thisisanindustria town that just added some 10 Okay, so then | went to Waverly, lowa, and
11 small industrial turbines here, and later on they 11 they didn't have amap for Waverly, lowa, and |
12 added all these other ones. And you can seewhere |12 thought that one was interesting. And the reason
13 they added them. They added them out wherethey |13 they don't have amap for Waverly, lowa, is because
14 haveindustria stuff already. Well, we're not an 14 there's Waverly and there's the one turbine that
15 industrial location, so | just don't think this 15 existsthere, so | don't think that that belongsin
16 redlly equatesto Fairbury or Livingston County 16 thisstudy. | don't think that -- | mean that's not
17 either. 17 even comparable to anything. So there's one turbine
18 Now here's Oklahoma. There's Oklahomas |18 and there might be -- and it'sasmall oneand it's
19 map, Weatherford, Oklahoma, and here's how they're |19 within atwo mile radius and then Waverly iswithin
20 dited. And what'sinteresting when you plot like 20 athreetofive mile. | mean one turbine, okay.
21 thisisthat a pattern startsto come up. So you've 21 So here's Lee County, thisis us, here's
22 got five mileradius closest to the town, and 22 usinlllinois, so we're getting alittle closer to
23 there's Weatherford and it's kind of in there, but 23 home. And | mean | think we're all familiar with
24 the more you spread these turbines out acrossthe |24  these because we've seen them if you drive up 39.
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1 I'mfrom Wisconsin, sol goup 39 alot. Thisis 1 there, would they be impacted? Perhaps, yes. Would
2 their map. Now, thisison aten mile scale, so 2 their property values be impacted? Perhaps, yes.
3 what you're going to see hereis actually awind 3 But that footprint is very small, so not too many
4 farm here and wind farm over here. There'sactually | 4 turbines, small turbines, closely put together.
5 two locations. 5 And then we get to Pennsylvania. So on
6 So that first wind farm isright here, 6 their map, thisisa-- excuse me, on their map,
7 and, you know, those turbineswhen you'redrivingup | 7 thisisasix milescale. Here'sthe properties,
8 39don't look very small, but these are actually 8 but there's actually a number of wind farms here
9 small ones. Theseare actually small onesbecause | 9 that | hitindividually. So here's Green Mountain,
10 they wereinthisstudy. And honestly, from a 10 whichisthisoneright here, it'sonly seven
11 siting perspective, it's pretty good siting in my 11 turbines. If you look hard at this geography,
12 opinion. Why? Well, they have the geographical |12 you're going to see that that is by aroadway, but
13 boundary of the highway anyway, so they aready have |13 aso we're up inthe mountains. They're up in the
14 that going through there, and they kept itin a 14 hills, high hills, thereisn't anybody real closeto
15 pretty tight group. And the tighter the group it 15 that, but you can see that that cluster is quite
16 seemslike, the lessimpact you're going to have 16 tight.
17  within that two mile radius no matter how many 17 So again, it'sa matter of there'sa
18 people arethere, right? So the less people that 18 pattern that -- when you look at this, theresa
19 arethere, the better, like out in mountainsin 19 pattern that's happening, and what's happening isif
20 Woashington where there's nobody, or if you'regoing |20 you put wind farms where there aren't people in
21 toimpact people, you know, keep it tight iskind of |21 tight clusters, probably works and you're not going
22 what it looks like here. And there's 63 turbines 22 toimpact property values. You spread them out all
23 there 23 over the place, you have the potential to impact a
24 And then the next site is down here, and 24 |ot more people, alot more property values.
Page 1986 Page 1988
1 they measured -- so thisis really the same site, 1 There's another one. There's only five
2 al these over here and over here, and you seeagain | 2 turbines, okay? | just don't feel like that
3 it'sby the highway, but these are larger turbines, 3 equates. Here'sanother one. There's 20 turbines.
4 and the more you spread them out, the more potential | 4 You can see that that's on aridge, so there's
5 impact you have on property owners or 5 nobody -- there's nobody there. And again, that
6 nonparticipants because you just have -- because 6 ridge encompasses two miles, two sguare -- or excuse
7 you're spreading it out. And there'sonly 40 7 me, theradius of two miles.
8 turbinesthere. 8 So we've got one more in Pennsylvania.
9 Thisisup in Door County, Wisconsin, this 9 Again, you can see clearly it'son aridge. They're
10 ispart of their report, so you can see the purple 10 just-- | would say that's probably good siting.
11 properties, and thisis actually a couple different 11 There's only 43 of them though, there's not 136.
12 wind farmstoo. Andwhen | look at it, thisiswhat |12 Okay. Now we're going into New Y ork, and
13 | see. They'reblue so they're small, so they don't 13 againthismapison afour milescale. So every
14 redly -- you know, they're not equal to what 14 timeyou look at one of their maps, it'sreally
15 they're wanting to put here. They're quite small. 15 deceiving to your eye because the scaleis different
16 And there's 17 turbines in Red River, 16 onevery single map. | needed to put themina
17 Wisconsin, that's the footprint, but they've got 17 scalesothat | could understand.
18 them pretty well -- they've got them pretty close, 18 So here's Madison, New York. Seven
19 so their footprint doesn't impact as many peopleor |19 turbines. That's one of them they evaluated. Of
20 asmany -- potentially impact people. And here 20 course, these are alittle bigger now, they're
21 there'sonly 14 turbines and again they're grouped |21  green, they're not blue, but tightly grouped all
22 pretty closely, and so you can see that all of the 22 within-- if you look at that, that's all within a
23 turbines are within one mile of each other. Andso |23 half amile of each other. So of course you're not
24 if there's anybody inside of that one to two miles 24 going to impact very many property owners that way.
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Page 1989

Page 1991

1 Okay, here's their next one, Madison 1 landisleased for locating the WECS." Leasedis
2 County one. Andthat'sup hereon my map. There's | 2 important because the ordinance, as the model and as
3 alittle more impact thereit looks like. 1t looks 3 theordinance that we have codified, indicates and
4 likeit'sinlower land, but, you know, like | said, 4 insinuates that the landowners are going to be
5 the more you spread them out, the more potential you | 5 signing leases. And thisiswhy thisisimportant.
6 haveto impact property owners and perhaps property | 6 Thiswas actually brought up in the last
7 vaues. 7 presentation.
8 So the other thing | wanted to do was just 8 Thisisimportant because if you have any
9 point out that | did a scale model, and there's 9 background in real estate you're going to know the
10 Oklahoma, Texas, Washington, another Texasone, |10 difference between afee simple estate, aleasehold
11 their Oklahomasite -- can't seethat -- lowa, lowa, |11 estate and an easement estate, okay. A feesimple
12 lowa. These arethe sizes of the turbines out 12 estateis how people own their homes, most of them,
13 there. Thisiswhat they want to put here. Sothey |13 you know, where you own your home straight ouit.
14 used this study to say we don't impact property 14 It'sthekind of estate that you want, okay?
15 values, but they used turbines that were small, 15 A leasehold estate is the next best
16 becausethat'sall they had, guaranteed | understand |16 estate, okay? A leasehold, which iswhat was
17 that, but | don't see how it's relevant to siting 17 indicated in our ordinance, that the property owners
18 now with aturbine that's thislarge with 136 of 18 should have alease agreement, means that what we've
19 them. 19 been hearing. So what do | mean by that? Hi, I'm
20 So the next thing | want to go through is 20 Invenergy, | want to put awind turbine on your
21 examining Pleasant Ridge Exhibit No. 11, the 21 property, soit'sonly going to take up an acre or
22 Pleasant Ridge neighbor agreement, and their 22 so or however much. If you just sign this
23 Pleasant Ridge Exhibit No. 7, their standard 23 agreement, that's -- you know, that's all we're
24 easement agreement. And thisisjust abit of 24 goingtotake. We're going to need some little bit
Page 1990 Page 1992
1 housekeeping. Mr. Parzyck madeitapointtosayin | 1 of land to get aroad to it, we're going to actually
2 his-- at the very beginning of their presentation 2 need alittle more land to put wires and stuff to it
3 that the Pleasant Ridge neighbor agreement doesnot | 3  and put underground stuff to it, but, hey, we just
4 haveany kind of agag clauseinitor a 4 want that piece of land for like, you know, alittle
5 confidentiality clause and that we as peopleonthe | 5 hit of time and that's what we're going to do.
6 Internet, because they were trolling, were wrong. 6 But what we really have going on here are
7 There's no confidentiality clausein any of their 7 easement estates. An easement estateisvery, very
8 easement agreements. 8 different. Aneasement estateisagrant of right
9 Well, | was part of that conversation and 9 of possession, and many times easements -- if you're
10 wewere not talking about the good neighbor 10 taken to court because you've given someone an
11 agreement. We were talking about the standard 11 easement, it's going to be very, very hard for you
12 easement agreement, and you will seeit doeshavea |12 to get rid of that easement.
13 confidentiality clause. So | just wanted to make 13 Now, what's interesting about the order --
14 that clear that thisis what we were talking about 14 theinstrument that Invenergy isusing, if indeed
15 and not the other one. 15 it'stheinstrument that everyone whois-- who
16 Now, | wanted to point out, as again 16 they've solicited has signed, what's interesting
17 earlier when | was going through the ordinance, that |17 about that, it hasalot of interesting language in
18 therewasonly five -- there was only five times 18 it, and | wanted to point out some of that, some of
19 that a property owner was actually even mentioned in |19 that that you would expect, but some of it that you
20 that ordinance, just mentioned, and one of themis |20 wouldn't.
21 here when they're defining the owner. Defining the |21 So, for instance, when you grant an
22 owner means Invenergy; they're the owners. 22 easement, thisiswhat | would expect to seein
23 And what was interesting about thisis, 23 green. Owner hereby grants and conveys to grantee
24 it'sinthe codified, that "property ownersfor whom |24 an exclusive easement and lease to convert, maintain
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Page 1995

1 and capture the flow of wind and wind resources 1 soil samples.

2 over, across and through the surface estate of that 2 So | thought about that one for a minute,

3 certainrea property. Okay, that makes sense. 3 and | thought, well, if they're going to go under

4 But as you go down through here, it turns 4 the ground and they can extract oil samples and

5 around and says together with the rightsto all 5 they'retalking about other power generation on the

6 rents, royalties, credits and profits derived from 6 property or on adjacent lands, this doesn't sound

7 wind energy purposes -- okay, so that'swind energy | 7 like much like wind energy to me and it'san

8 purposes -- and then says upon, over, across, and 8 easement, okay.

9 under the property. Under the property. So if 9 And then in number F here under easement,
10 Yyou're going over the property, why isthere a 10 they permit electromagnetic, audio, flicker, visual
11 statement saying that you're going to go under the |11 view, light, noise, vibration, air turbulence, wake,
12 property? Thisagainisan easement; thisisnota |12 electrical radio interference, shadow or other
13 lease. 13 effects attributable to wind power facilities or any
14 If you have alease, you can lease 14 other operational or development activities. All of
15 something to somebody. You can say in 20 years, off |15 thisiswritten so that the participant hasto
16 you go, take your stuff off, that property is mine. 16 accept al of this.

17 If you have an easement agreement, they can takeyou |17 So if you have signed one of these

18 to court and they can argue that easement into 18 easement agreements, you can't complain about any of

19 perpetuity. 19 thisstuff. You have norecourse. You haveto take

20 Now, | know that these agreements are a 20 ittheway it isbecausethey spelled it out here.

21 combination. They'vekind of bastardized this 21 You can't complain about vibration. Y ou can't have

22 agreement. It includesthe pre -- one agreement 22 any ill effectsfrom any of this. Doesn't matter.

23 includes all of the pre-work for this project, it 23  Soif you're a participant, maybe you don't mind if

24 includesthe project itself when they build them, it |24 you're not living on the property, but maybe you
Page 1994 Page 1996

1 includes the money you're going to get for this 1 will mind and you have no recourse.

2 project, and it includes even their right to be the 2 Assignments. Thisisinthere. Grantee

3 first -- they havefirst right to even extend this. 3 shall have the right without obtaining the consent

4 Sothat means, you know -- | don't know, there'sa | 4 of the owner to do any of the following with respect

5 lotinhere. 5 toall or any portion of the property. So right

6 This easement, the purpose of easement, 6 therel have ahuge problem from areal estate

7 you're going to find things that you would expect, 7 perspective because what you've been told is we just

8 okay, for this easement are solely and exclusively 8 want an acre to put aturbine on and we want a

9 for wind energy purposesiswhat it states and not 9 little bit of a easement for aroad and we need, you
10 for any other purpose, and grantee shall have the 10 know, dadada, but they have theright to all or
11 exclusiveright to use the property for wind energy |11 any portion of your property, and they can useit to
12 purposes and to derive all profits therefrom. Okay, |12 finance wind power facilities, okay?

13 wekind of all expect that. 13 They can grant co-easements, separate

14 But then you go down a couple more 14 easements, sub-easements, licenses or similar

15 sentences and then they state, which iskind of 15 rights, however denominated, to one or more persons,
16 contrary to that, together with any and al 16 or sal, convey, lease, assign, mortgage, encumber,
17 activities related thereto, development activities, 17 hypothecate, pledge or transfer to any or more

18 including, without limitation, you would expectto |18 assigneesthe easement or any or all rights or

19 seedetermining the feasibility of wind energy 19 interest in the easement or in the agreement or any
20 conversion, okay, and other power generation onthe |20 or al rights or interest of grantee in the

21 property or on adjacent lands. What? Other power |21 property.

22 generation on the property or on adjacent lands? 22 Basically what they're saying to you iswe
23 That'sinteresting. Including studies of wind, wind |23 have an easement for your whole property, so if you
24 direction, stuff we would expect, and extracting 24 have 160 acres, we have an easement for all of your
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1 160 acres. All of it. Andif wewant to -- if we 1 kind of dow and blah blah blah, and there'sreally
2 want to -- if wewanted to sell aseparate easement, | 2 good-burning coal that burns like crazy. And guess
3 wecan. Who arethey going to sub-easement thisto? | 3 what we're sitting on? We're sitting on great coal.
4 I'm not saying they're going to, we have to trust 4 So there's al'so something else we're
5 them that they won't, but I'm just reminded of some | 5 ditting on. We're sitting on natural gas. We're
6 other things that we have going on in our county. 6 sitting on natural gasfields. Now, thesefields
7 We know that they want to run arail 7 down here are what's called in play, and if anybody
8 through so they can run oil over therail. Weknow | 8 hasbeen paying any attention, there's afracking
9 that they want to put pipelines and thingsin, and 9 hill that just got passed during alame-duck session
10 some peoplein other parts of the county are 10 hereinlllinois, and they're targeting stuff down
11 fighting that. Well, if you have signed one of 11 here. But these lease -- these easement agreements
12 these easement agreements, you've giventhemthe |12 who have locked these people in for 42 years, so
13 right to use your whole property as an easement. 13 what'sto say that that isn't going to happen? Is
14 And right here they said they can do 14 thisspeculation? Yes, thisis speculation, | will
15 whatever they want with it pretty much. "Failureof |15 admit that that's speculation, but it's in your
16 granteeto give notice of any such assignment shall |16 easement agreement that you're going to go under the
17 not constitute a default under this agreement and 17 property and you can develop other types of energy.
18 shall not invalidate such agreement.” Sothey don't |18 Sol feel likeit'sfair speculation. We also have
19 even haveto tell you that they have sub-easemented |19 coalbed methane. It'safuel source. We've got
20 your property. It'snot adefault. They've put 20 shaledown there. Perfect for fracturing.
21 thatinthere. | find that very interesting. 21 So the next thing | wanted to bring up was
22 So | wanted to -- after talking about the 22 that we have an ordinance, we have a solicitation
23 easements, | wanted to go over afew other things |23 ordinance, and | feel strongly that this
24 because | found it very interesting that they 24 anti-solicitation ordinance has not been met by
Page 1998 Page 2000
1 could -- they want to go under your property,and|l | 1 Invenergy. Why do | say that? Because the
2 find it very interesting that they wanted -- they 2 ordinance, first of al, defines what solicitation
3 can generate other types of power. Eventhoughthey | 3 isand who vendors are, what peddling is. So we've
4 say they're solely going to do wind power, they 4 got peddling is the act of going from houseto
5 threw something in there that saysthey cando other | 5 house, from place to place or from street or street,
6 typesof power. 6 conveying or transporting the sale of goods, wares,
7 Well, Invenergy itself isan energy 7 magazines or merchandise. Sale of goodsincludes
8 company, and yes, it haswind and we know it has 8 contracts. So asthey've been going through our
9 solar and it also has natural gas, and someone asked | 9 town or our unincorporated Livingston County for --
10 mewhy arethey targeting usfrom awind 10 since 2006 soliciting contract sales, they're also a
11 perspective? So here'sthe NREL wind map andyou |11 transient merchant, okay.
12 can see over herethewind chart. Well, we have 12 And what this ordinance saysisthere'sa
13 quitealittle bit of wind. Obvioudly right here 13 licenserequired to be a -- to solicit in our
14 wherewe saw alot of turbines over the country, 14 unincorporated Livingston County and to be a
15 there'sheavier wind here, okay. So that's kind of 15 transient merchant. And so what | did wasthe
16 interesting. 16 Freedom of Information Act, and | got all of the
17 And hereslllinois, alittle more 17 licenses from 1999 to the end of 2014, and thereis
18 gpecific. There'susright inthere. So that's why 18 no licensing by Invenergy or any of the other
19 werebeing targeted. There's something elseweve |19 companies.
20 got. Here'sthe power amanac and thisis pretty 20 So | feel that because of this ordinance
21 interesting. What else do we have under our 21 inplace, that might be -- if you have an easement
22 property? Hereweare. We'vegot coal, we'vegot |22 agreement, number one, our ordinance says property
23 codl reserves, and you know what, there's different |23 owners are making alease agreement not an easement
24 typesof coal. There'slike bad-burning coal that's |24 agreement. It's--it'sthere. It'sfragilel
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1 think, but | think it might be actionable, and | 1 turbineis$6 million. So | think at least now we
2 think that from alicensing perspective, none of 2 have something that's a baseline for knowing how
3 these companies have been licensed and they'vebeen | 3 much one turbine costs.
4 peddling and soliciting contracts since 2006 inour | 4 WEell, they are wanting to put up 1.7, 1.6
5 county, in unincorporated Livingston County. 5 megawatt turbines. They probably get a quantity
6 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Ms. Severson, notto | 6  discount because they're putting up 136 of them, but
7 interrupt. 7 thisisthe math. Thislittle chart up here comes
8 MS. SEVERSON: Yes. 8 from the State of Illinois. Thisishow you figure
9 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Youreon Section4. | 9 out this. Theresa--1 havea-- | havea
10 Haveyou got quite afew before we get to Section5 |10 referenceto it so the board can look at it, but |
11 or-- 11 just wanted to make this comparison.
12 MS. SEVERSON: Nope. Actually therest of |12 If 1 build a$6 million home and they put
13 it goesvery quick. | did thelong part. 13 up a$6 million turbine, and my fair market value
14 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Say that again. |14 you know is going to be $6 million, but because of
15 MS. SEVERSON: | said the rest of this 15 this, their fair market value is only $720,000. And
16 presentation goes quick. It'samost finished 16 you know my taxed amount is going to be $2 million
17 actualy. 17 becauseit's one-third of that. Well, their taxed
18 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Okay. 18 amount isonly $240,000. And we're about 10 percent
19 MS. SEVERSON: What timeisit, I'm sorry? |19 taxes here in the county, so they're going to pay
20 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: It'saquarterto |20 $24,000 ayear in taxes for the $6 million turbine.
21 10:00. 21 For my house, I'm going to have to pay you $200,000
22 MS. SEVERSON: Oh, okay. Canyougiveme |22 ayear for my $6 million house.
23 15 minutes and I'll be done? 23 Okay, so what does that mean for 136
24 AUDIENCE VOICES: Yes, yes, yes. 24 turbines? That means $24,000 a year, we're going to
Page 2002 Page 2004
1 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Yes, 15 minutes. | 1 get $3,264,000 in taxes ayear plus depreciation,
2 MS. SEVERSON: All right. 2 blah blah blah, for these turbines, but if we had
3 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: okay, 15minutes. I'm | 3 136 $6 million homes, you would get $27 million. So
4 goingto-- I'll signal you at five 'til. 4 when it comesto money -- now, | know thisis state
5 MS. SEVERSON: Time me, time me. 5 law and | know that we can't change this right now,
6 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Go. 6 ol know thisisthe figure we're stuck with, but
7 MS. SEVERSON: Okay, soif my slideswill | 7 what I'm saying iswe're not really making out here.
8 work. Number four -- excuse me, number five, money. | 8 And again, this goes back to the political portion
9 Thisisgoingto be aquick one. None of us know 9 of itthat | showed earlier on. There's politics
10 how much aturbine coststo put up. Wecan'tget |10 goingon hereand it'snot for our benefit.
11 that information. It'saprivate company. That's 11 Okay, let'stalk about birds. Thisisa
12 confidential. They're not a public utility; they're 12 whooping crane. These are near and dear to my
13 not going to tell us. Well, | went looking. 13 heart. | want to get through this fast because |
14 Guess what? Seneca Nation of Indians 14 actualy have avideo that | want you to watch, but
15 wantsto put up one eight -- 1.8 megawatt wind 15 I'mnot going to ask her to play it because of our
16 turbine. That's perfect. | can compare that to 16 timeframe. If you'll let meplay it at the end, |
17 what'sgoing on here. ThisisMarch of 2014, so 17 will.
18 it'sacomparabletime. Thisiswherethey'regoing |18 What | want to say isit upset me very
19 toputit. Andthey gave me money numbers. 19 much, I'm from Wisconsin, it upset me very much when
20 Now, alot of it is subsidized you can 20 their biologist said that thisis an experimental
21 see. 2.5 million of it is subsidized by the federal 21 group and they're not really important. Well, you
22 government and New York state. That'sirrelevantto |22 know what? That's crap. Experimental from an
23 us. Thelndian Nation, SenecaNation, isgoingto |23 endangered species perspective means absolutely
24 include $3.5 million. Thetotal cost of that one 24 this. It'sexperimental so that they can try and
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1 increase the herd without adhering to the stringency | 1 So the big picture. Here'sthe big
2 of the Endangered Species Act because it's really 2 picture when | look at the ordinance and what's
3 hardto try and increase the number any other way. | 3 happening around us. Y ou know, thisis our county,
4 You haveto be experimental. | have exhibitsin 4 Livingston County, and what | did was | mapped
5 there, too, to that effect. 5 here-- | found on Dr. Loomis's page from ISU, |
6 Excuse me, thiswon't work. And the 6 found three spreadsheets, and those are included in
7 eastern flock isthe one they're talking aboui. 7 inmy documentation. Oneisfor completed wind
8 They're bred up in Wisconsin, they're led by 8 farms, oneisfor proposed wind farms, and oneis
9 ultralights, and there's a pathway here. We have 9 for permitted wind farms.
10 two flocksin the United States. And this onefor 10 And so thisis our county. So here'sa
11 Operation Migration, thisis called Deke's Way, it's |11 completed wind farm, two townships for 100.
12 been around for amost 25 years. Okay, so we're 12 Invenergy wants nine townshipsfor 136? That's what
13 putting these things in and we're not paying any 13 they aretelling us. But | havetotell you, if you
14 mind to where we're redlly putting them when it 14 look on this website, you're going to see that the
15 comesto this population or birds in general. 15 proposed amount hereisfor 333 turbines. So
16 Y ou can seeright here, interesting 16 they'vejust put in an application for 136, but they
17 enough, there's Livingston County. We haveastop |17 haveintention, at least Dr. Loomis hasit recorded,
18 here. LaSalle County'ssix, we're seven, and Piatt |18 that they intend to put 333 here.
19 County. That'susright there. And | always 19 AUDIENCE VOICE: Shame, shame, shame.
20 thought it was cool because | lived here, until 20 MS. SEVERSON: So here what's permitted
21 whaooping cranes, al of a sudden, didn't matter at 21 was K4 wind farm. However, Livingston County pulled
22 dl inagreen environment. 22 out of that, so I'm happy about that. Even though
23 So heré's the distribution map of whooping |23 it was permitted, we pulled out. Here's permitted
24 crane migration, and thisisimportant because if 24 up here, and thisis one up by Blackstone that
Page 2006 Page 2008
1 youlook here, where are they flying? They're 1 they've been arguing about or that people have not
2 flying where the wind is because that's what birds 2 wanted it to go through. That's 164, | put the
3 do. Thesamethingthey're doing here. Andwhere | 3 numbers up there, 164.
4 arewe putting wind turbines because it's green 4 So if you do the math here -- here's one
5 energy? Right whereall the birds-- not just 5 that's permitted. There'soverlapping. | mean what
6 whooping cranes but right where all the birds fly. 6 part of our county -- outside of this, what part of
7  Why? Because they use the wind. 7 our county isn't going to have wind turbinesin it?
8 So | just put this map back in there so 8 And aso remember that we're encroached upon. |
9 that you could see where we're building this stuff. 9 mean this -- the wind farm up here goes right to our
10 Rightin bird migration territory. It's not green 10 county line. That'sin LaSalle County. Obviously
11 at all from that perspective, not at all. And from 11 thisone over here, we have 25 of 100 over here. We
12 Operation Migration, | put alink there sothat you |12 know thisis being built, we're not participating in
13 can check it if you want, but in one of their diary 13 it anymore, but it's going to be encroached right up
14 entries, thisiswhat they said about the species 14 against our county, so we're going to be surrounded
15 falling on hard times and losing habitat. And it 15 by them, so much so that -- thisis McLean County.
16 says, "The pictureis also aarming in the cranes 16 McLean County has goneinsane. Here'sthe
17 migration corridor or where decreased rainfall 17 onewind farm. Then they built the second one and
18 amounts are expected to dry up at stopover wetlands, |18 extended it towards Gibson City. So thisis Route 9
19 and thousands of wind turbines and associated power |19 and thisisthe other one they crammed in that
20 linesare being built right next to whooping crane |20 little space right up there. Okay, they've got this
21 wetlands." | didn't makethisup. It'sfact. Some 21 whole area permitted. They've got thiswhole area
22 people might say who cares, it's just birds, but | 22 permitted. They've got this, a proposed one, a
23 care. Andif you watch the video, that will be 23 second one, on here. Thisright here, folks, is
24 cool. 24 Route24. Thisisus.
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1 So here we are complaining about this big 1 way and you can seewhy. They'reending upin

2 asswind -- excuse me, wind farm going over here, | 2 Indiana. They're supposed to come down this way,

3 and we've already got McLean County permitted for | 3 it's safer, but they're coming closer to Chicago and

4 hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of turbines. 4 they're goinginto Indiana.

5 They'vegone nuts. They've got proposed stuff down | 5 And if you give me acouple -- if you give

6 here. 6 me eight minutes, we can play avideo. 1'd loveit

7 And | did one more because it's gone nuts, 7 if youwould watch it. Mr. Chairman?

8 too, and that's Ford County. That small little 8 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: 1've got four minutes

9 county over there, they've gone nutstoo. They've 9 to010:00.
10 got stuff permitted, here's K4 going over here, 10 MS. SEVERSON: Okay, could you please --
11 they've got afew things built here, they've got 11 could you please play the video?
12 wind farms on top of wind farms being proposed. |12 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: vezh, you can play the
13 And here's what the big picture looks 13 video. We may have some questions for you kind of
14 like. Thisisit. That's our stopoverin 14 asthevideois playing, how about that?
15 Livingston County for Operation Migration. That |15 MS. SEVERSON: That'sfine.
16 circleright there, it'sright in the wind farm, 16 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: canwenegotiate? Mr.
17 folks, it'sright there. Thisisnorth of the 17 Luetkehans, do you have any questions?
18 river, and the proposed turbines are just south of 18 MR. LUETKEHANS: No.
19 theriver. And we're going to create aline right 19 CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Fellow zoning board
20 across there right where we have an Operation 20 members, do you have any questions? All right.
21 Migration stop. 21  Questions? All right. It'slate. School
22 We aready have all these -- look at all 22 districts, local governments. We never have any of
23 thesewind farmsthat are already here. Everything |23 them, I'm going to quit asking for them. Mr.
24 that'sin red has been permitted, folks. Thisone 24 Blazer.

Page 2010 Page 2012

1 you can take out, that'swhy | have ared line 1 QUESTIONSBY

2 around it, that's not us, but we're encroached upon 2 MR. BLAZER:

3 everywhere. Soif we don't build one morewind farm | 3 Q. Just one question, maam.

4 inLivingston County, if al this stuff goesin, 4 A. Sure

5 we'regoing to be surrounded anyway. All these 5 Q. AndI don't need you to go to your slide

6 greencirclesaretowns. There's Route 24 right 6 24, but dlide 24 was where you talked about the

7 there. That'safive mileradius around each town. 7 Heintzelmann and Tuttle study.

8 So you can see the Odell wind farm, you 8 A. Yes, | remember. | wasalittle

9 know what, it was grouped tightly, it'sreally 9 discombaobulated.
10 pretty big, 100 turbines, but it's too closeto 10 Q. Andyou had indicated that the study found
11 Odell. But then there'slittle towns out here that 11 that they found no property value impact in Lewis
12 probably didn't want to be engulfed by these big 12 County?
13 giant turbines either, so it'skind of catch-22 now, 13 A. Inonecounty, yes.
14 wereinacatch-22. 14 Q. Andyou agree with that, right?
15 So anyway, that's the big picture. And 15  A. | agreewith that, and actually | didn't
16 that'swhat it lookslike from alittle farther 16 get to put it on here, which would have been more
17 distance. There's Operation Migration. Y ou can 17 maps, but if you look on the USGS map and take a
18 aready seeweve aready -- | have a buddy who 18 look yourself, what you're going to find isvery
19 actualy isone of the pilots and went to high 19 interesting. Thepattern | wastrying to establish
20 school with him, and they had to take one crane 20 wasthat what'simportant iswithin a two mile
21 around thiswind farm, flew right over my 21 radius, and the moreyou spread out the footprint of
22 employment, | got to watch them, because hewould |22 awind farm, the more potential impacts you have and
23 not go over the top of them. Would not go. 23 | think the moreimpactsyou do have on property
24 A lot of the migration now is going this 24 values.
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Page 2013

And if you apply that model to the
Heintzelmann and Tuttle study, you're going to find
that thereisnot a high impact in the one county
becauseit's-- again, it'sup in the mountains,
it'sup in thehills, it's away from people, but
where there wasimpact in the other two counties,
therewasalargefootprint and --

MR. BLAZER: That was my only question.

A. Wédll, thereyou go. There'syour answer.

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: All right. Audience,
anybody in the audience have aquestion? Carolyn.

MS. GERWIN: Can | just stand here?

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Yeah, speak loudly.

MS. GERWIN: Carolyn Gerwin. With regard
to this migration where they lead the cranes, what
is the time frame of -- what time of year and how
long does it take for them to traverse? BecauseI'm
thinking if it would be -- if this does get
approved, maybe it could be mitigated through a
curtailment during that time, maybe just --

A. Sowhen dothey migrate? They migrate
in -- they start in October and it goes all the way
into December depending on how long it takesthem to
get wherethey'regoing. | think that's probably a
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Page 2015

Considerations of Pleasant Ridge Wind Farm, UCLC 8.
All right.

Well leave it on for those interested in
watching. WEe'll technically recess our meeting. So
with that, can | get amotion to recess? | have a
motion by Vitzthum. Can | get a second?

MR. KIEFER: Second.

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Mr. Kiefer isready
with asecond. All infavor?

ALL MEMBERS: Aye.

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Opposed.

(Adjourned at 10:00 p.m.)
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good question from the per spective of we know that
there'susually fairly high winds and wind farms
tend to, you know, tend to be active if left to be
activein those months. And it happensto be prime
migration. And it'snot just -- like| said, these
arenear and dear to my heart, but every winged
animal usesthose same corridorsfor the same
reasons, whether they're endangered or not.

Could you please play this? Thank you.

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Any other questions
from the audience? Don't see anybody. County
counsel? County staff.

MS. SEVERSON: Could you play this please?
Thank you.

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Do you have a question?

AUDIENCE VOICE: Not aquestion. I've
just got a comment.

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: well, questions are
good right now. All right.

(Video playing.)

CHAIRMAN CORNALE: Just areminder for
everybody, tomorrow night we'll have the meeting at
6:30 at the Walton Centrein Fairbury. For the
record, I'm going to accept Participation
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STATE OF | LLINO S
COUNTY OF FORD

SS

I, June Haeme, a Notary Public in and for
t he Count%/ of Ford, State of Illinois, do hereby
certify that the follow ng7 Li vi ngston County Zoni ng
Board of Appeals Case SU-7-14 hearing was faken at
the Ponti ac Tomzs(?lig H gh School, Pontiac, Illinois,

on Febr uar%/ 9,

hat the said deposition was taken down in
st enograph notes and afterwards reduced to
typewiting under ny instruction and that the,
deposition is a true record of the testinony given.
o do further certify that | ama
di sinterested person in this cause of action; that |
amnot a relative, or otherwise interested in the
event of this action, and amnot in the enploy of
the attorneys for either art?/.

IN W TNESS WHERECF, have hereunto set n1y
hand and affixed my notarial seal this 23rd day o
February, 2015.

JUNE HAEME, CSR
NOTARY PUBLI C

"OFFI Cl AL SEAL"
June Haene

Notary Public, é
My Conmi ssi on Expires:
Sept enber 27, 2016

State of Illinois
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